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RAYMOND L. MUNCY SCHOLARSHIP 
An Academic Scholarship for Undergraduate Students of History 
 
The Raymond L. Muncy Scholarship is a one-time financial award 
for those undergraduate students at Harding University majoring 
in History who demonstrate exceptional scholarship, research, and 
Christian character.  The scholarship was created to honor the late 
Raymond L. Muncy, Chairman of the Department of History and 
Social Sciences from 1965-1993.  His teaching, mentoring, and 
scholarship modeled the best in Christian education.  Applied 
toward tuition, the award is granted over the span of a single 
academic year.  The award is presented annually at the Department 
of History and Political Science Banquet. 
 
 
Primary Award Winner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Secondary Award Winner 
 
 
Stefan Nemanja: A Brief Overview of His 
Main Contributions to Christianity in 
Medieval Serbia, the Serbian Orthodox 
Church, and the Serbian National Identity 
by Brijana Sullivan 
The Cogdill-Woods Debate and 
Attitudes Toward the Institutional Crisis 
Within the Church of Christ 
by Austin Taylor 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
 
Solomon Schechter, a 19th century Moldavian-American rabbi, 
once said, “Ages employed in making history have no time for studying 
it.” This year, however, we find ourselves faced with an historic crisis, 
with the coronavirus sweeping across the globe and shutting down our 
world not seen in a century. Our commerce is paralyzed, our social 
events cancelled, and daily workings of business and academics are 
relegated to computer screens in home offices. 
 While all this history is being made, the majority of us find 
ourselves with plenty of time. In fact, we seem to have nothing but time. 
With death tolls rising and public agitation steadily increasing, it is easy 
to spend that time caught up in the anxiety of today and the dread of 
tomorrow. But now, more than ever before, it is vital that we look back 
at the past to help us navigate the crisis of the present. 
 In compiling this year’s edition of Tenor, we have decided to 
focus on the theme of Community, Crisis and Identity. These three 
concepts are fitting for a time such as this. The connections of our 
community, already fractured by deep ideological and cultural divides, 
are being further strained by the social distancing orders of the corona 
era. More than ever, it seems, our country and our world is divided and 
pitted against itself. 
 In this issue, we offer a journey. We will pace the graveyards of 
Victorian England, scale the cliffs of ancient Nubia, and witness the birth 
of empires and the collapse of kingdoms. We’ll trudge across the great 
expanse of western America, lift the massacred off the bloodstained 
plains of the Dakotas, and sing spirituals in Georgia. After a myriad of 
other stops, we will end up back at a small-town Arkansas University 
whose doors are shut, whose students at home, and whose world stands 
paralyzed.  
 Our goal with this journey is perspective. Our aim is that through 
the stories of the past, the reader will realize and appreciate a bit more 
the character and resilience of humanity. Mankind has endured countless 
bleak situations. Time and time again, things have seemed dire, and 
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every time, without fail, we have always come back. And we will come 
back again. 
     
Sincerely,  
 
Grady Moore, Managing Editor 
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THE CALM BEFORE THE 
STORM 
 
 
 
Articles 
 
NASA Day Special Report: An Interview with Dr. Edmond Wilson 
 By Rebecca L. Burrows 
NASA Day Special Report: An Interview with Jana Rucker 
 by Kaylee J. Rice 
Special Report: History Day 
 by Grady P. Moore 
 
 
 
Image courtesy of Alexandru Vasile, marked as public domain. This photograph 
was taken overlooking the city of Buceresti, Romania. 
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NASA DAY SPECIAL REPORT: AN INTERVIEW WITH DR. 
EDMOND WILSON 
 
By Rebecca L. Burrows 
 
On January 17th, 2020, Governor Asa Hutchinson of Arkansas 
proclaimed January 27th as NASA Day in Arkansas. Harding University 
celebrated NASA Day across campus with lectures by NASA’s chief 
technologist Dr. Douglas Terrier, educational exhibits, and career 
discussions. Dr. Terrier’s visit drew students, teachers, and people from 
all over Arkansas to Harding to learn about NASA and its connection to 
Arkansas. Dr. Edmond Wilson, professor emeritus at Harding University 
and a key connection between Harding and NASA’s continued 
relationship, Hannah Owens, Harding’s Director of Digital Media, and 
several students from the science department helped coordinate the event 
with Harding staff and presented exhibits open to schoolchildren and the 
public. During the day, Dr. Terrier awarded Dr. Wilson a “Certificate of 
Appreciation for My Contribution and Support of NASA.” Dr. Wilson 
writes that this award “was a big moment in my life but really, my 
reward for being a part of ASGC (Arkansas Space Grant Consortium) 
and NASA is the pleasure of working with over 240 students, mentoring 
their research and then seeing them establish their careers.”  
Harding’s relationship with NASA began in the 1960s with a 
grant-research program related to the first moon launch. The studies 
looked at astronaut physical fitness using twenty-four students per each 
of the twenty-eight studies. Non-paid voluntary faculty contributors 
worked with students and community members to get the data needed for 
NASA. Since this research, the connection between NASA and Harding 
has continued to flourish with new projects and grants geared at 
promoting space education and excellent scientific experiments.  
 While Dr. Wilson was not a part of the faculty members doing 
NASA research in the 60s, he has been an integral part of Harding and 
NASA’s partnership and a leading figure at Harding’s NASA Day. 
Harding holds membership in the Arkansas Space Grant Consortium 
Tenor of Our Times 
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(ASGC), partly due to Dr. Wilson and Dr. Don England’s efforts to 
expand the research availabilities of the university. Dr. Wilson acted as 
the liaison and helped write the original grant for the establishment of the 
ASGC. In the foundation of the ASGC, seven colleges and universities 
found themselves inducted into the National Space Grant Program. 
NASA leads this program with the mission to train the next generation of 
scientists and engineers for our country. Several scholarships and 
fellowships are awarded to students throughout the United States to 
conduct research supporting NASA’s mission. 
Over the past many years, Harding has received a number of 
grants from NASA. These grants are geared towards helping Harding 
students get scholarships and materials for NASA research. Dr. Wilson 
played a key role in attracted many of these grants. By his estimate, 
around “135 grants are from my work” and he has “been able to attract 
1.8 million dollars to Harding” to further NASA research. Along with the 
grant program, students are required to visit a NASA facility and meet 
top researchers involved in similar or the same projects. These 
experiences have blessed over 200 students and the faculty members that 
mentor them.  
Dr. Wilson writes that Harding students are conducting several 
NASA research projects currently. From “improving our mobile robotic 
vehicle to measure carbon dioxide levels for use on space missions” to “ 
doing research to determine the best laser wavelengths and energies for 
printing 3D electronic circuits on paper, skin, plastic, and cloth”, Dr. 
Wilson and students have kept busy finding new ways to help NASA 
explore the universe. 
NASA Day allowed Dr. Wilson and students working on 
projects to show the university what exciting things were happening 
because of helpful mentors, supportive faculty and family, and a 
connection to a program that desires to empower students to discover the 
world. As this partnership continues, it is the hope of events like NASA 
Day to encourage younger students, and current university students and 
faculty, to see the wonders that are out there and to engage in further 
NASA Day Special Report: An Interview with Dr. Edmond Wilson 
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learning. Dr. Wilson shared his gratitude to the university and students 
and expressed that “without my dear wife and daughter’s encouragement 
and support, I couldn’t have been able to do all this. I know that God has 
truly blessed me in all areas of my life.” His contribution to NASA Day 
and Harding will live on through further research and projects of students 
determined to help NASA look to the stars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Images courtesy of Harding University 
(Top): Dr. Wilson 
works with a student 
on a NASA project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Bottom): Bob Corbin 
working with a student 
volunteer using a 
special mask 
spectrometer and lung 
gages attached to a 
treadmill in the 1960s. 
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NASA DAY SPECIAL REPORT: AN INTERVIEW WITH JANA 
RUCKER 
 
By Kaylee J. Rice 
 
The idea that would become NASA Day started from humble 
beginnings. According to Jana Rucker, Harding’s Vice President for 
University Communications and Enrollment, the idea began in the 
Department of Engineering and Physics. Dr. Charles Wu, a professor 
from this department, sent a request to NASA. He asked them to send 
someone to give a presentation for the Department of Engineering and 
Physics in order to give those students the opportunity to hear from a 
leading expert in their field. 
To everyone’s surprise, this request caught the attention of NASA’s 
Chief Technologist, Dr. Douglas Terrier. Dr. Terrier, who is the highest-
ranking technology official at NASA, decided to come give the 
presentation himself. Mrs. Rucker says that Dr. Terrier decided to come 
because he had never been to Arkansas before and saw this as a good 
opportunity to visit. All of a sudden, what started as a simple 
presentation geared toward one department had become a much bigger 
occasion. 
According to Mrs. Rucker, the university felt that the opportunity to 
host such a high-profile guest was too important not to share. She began 
to coordinate activities with Betsy Bailey, the Director of 
Communications for the Searcy School District, and the STEM 
Coordinators for several different schools in the White County area. Mrs. 
Rucker also contacted the other schools that are part of the Arkansas 
Space Grant Consortium. This is a group of seventeen colleges and 
universities in Arkansas that promote involvement in NASA activities. 
They also receive NASA grants and help undergraduate and graduate 
students participate in research activities in the aerospace field. Soon, 
hundreds of students from kindergarten through college age were 
scheduled to come to Harding’s campus and participate in NASA Day 
activities. 
Tenor of Our Times 
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Developing activities to appeal to all of these different age groups 
proved to be a challenge. Hannah Owens, Harding’s Director of Digital 
Media, as well as Dr. Ed Wilson collaborated to create an exhibit to 
showcase the NASA research that Harding students have worked on ever 
since the 1960s. Dr. Terrier and Dr. Wilson also dedicated a plaque 
commemorating Harding’s involvement with NASA research. For many, 
this was the pinnacle of the day. Mrs. Rucker commented that “[Dr. 
Terrier] is just a gracious person. It was a special moment.” In addition 
to these activities, nearly 1,200 students from schools all over White 
County came to Harding’s campus to attend the lectures, view the 
exhibit, watch a movie, and sit in on a special presentation about careers 
at NASA. The Arkansas Space Grant Consortium also held a meeting on 
campus. In the evening, Dr. Terrier gave a lecture, titled, “Forward to the 
Moon:  The NASA Artemis Program,” in which he urged students to 
reach higher in their goals and aspirations. 
It was clear from the beginning of the planning process that NASA 
Day at Harding was going to be an exciting event that Harding’s 
administration wanted to share with as many other people as possible. 
This excitement led to yet another idea:  what if January 27 could be 
NASA Day not only for Harding, but for all of Arkansas? This idea was 
realized when Governor Asa Hutchinson declared January 27, 2020 to be 
the first ever NASA Day in Arkansas. As it turns out, there is a process 
set up online to request a proclamation in Arkansas. Having January 27 
declared NASA Day took some work:  the official request form requires 
a full explanation of the relevance of the potential proclamation and of its 
benefits to Arkansas. After some editing designed to make the 
proclamation more general to Arkansas as a whole, the governor’s office 
declared January 27 to be NASA Day in Arkansas. One of Arkansas’ 
state representatives even read the proclamation to the House of 
Representatives in Washington D.C., bringing NASA Day to the 
awareness of not only Harding and Arkansas, but of the entire country. 
Ultimately, the purpose of NASA Day was to celebrate the 
accomplishments of the past and look forward to those that lie ahead. 
NASA Day Special Report: An Interview with Jana Rucker 
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Mrs. Rucker sees these goals as compatible with the mission of Harding, 
saying that “we always want students to see themselves in a greater 
capacity than they see themselves. . . . That’s what education is all about: 
it helps people think beyond where they are today.” The far reach of 
NASA Day demonstrated what Harding students and faculty have always 
known:  that even a small group of people can do anything if they work 
together. Mrs. Rucker summed it up when she said “we can make 
anything as big as we want it to be, just by using our resources and 
working together. That, to me, was the biggest piece of it. It was about 
NASA day, but it was also about Harding’s capabilities.” 
 
Dr. Douglass Terrier, NASA’s Chief Technologist, observes 
student projects at Harding University during NASA Day.  
Image Courtesy of Harding University  
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SPECIAL REPORT: HISTORY DAY 
 
By Grady P. Moore 
 
 This year, for the first time ever, Harding played host to History 
Day, an academic competition in which junior high and high school 
students present their research on a specific aspect of history. The 
competition, which started in 1976 with the goal of encouraging self-
driven and exciting academic research among teenagers, is open to all 
students grades six through twelve, and draws over half a million 
competitors annually. The process consists of local, state and national 
contests and culminates in a nationwide competition in Washington D.C., 
where each June the nation’s brightest students present their essays, 
dramatizations, documentaries and displays. According to the 
organization’s website, the process seeks to help develop “critical 
thinkers who can digest, analyze, and synthesize information” and who 
have the “necessary 21st-century tools, skills and aptitudes” to succeed 
in their coming academic and professional lives.  
 The Arkansas competition has traditionally been hosted on 
campuses within the public university system, most recently by Pulaski 
Tech, but after the event experienced some logistical challenges last year 
the supervising board opted for a new location. When Dr. David Adams, 
an associate professor of history at Harding, became aware of the 
opening, he was excited to take it on. “[Harding professor] Dr. Harris 
came to me and told me that we had this opportunity,” he said. “She was 
too busy to do it, and I had participated for four years as a kid, so I took 
it on.” A beneficiary of History Day as a teenager, Adams was eager to 
help organize the next generation of competitions. He had been a 
formidable figure in the Oklahoma History Day contests of the 1980’s, 
reaching the state level in three out of his four tries. What happened in 
his lone absence from state competition? “I had partnered with a friend,” 
he says. “We had totally different visions.”
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  The event was a convolution of setup, correspondence and 
organization that was five months in the making. “My first email about 
the event was from September,’ said Adams, checking his inbox shortly 
after the event in February, “and since then I’ve received over 200 emails 
about it.” This foresight and communication helped the event run 
smoothly. “A copious amount of planning was put into this event.” 
 The organizers weren’t the only ones working hard. The 
students, who had also spent the last several months preparing, came 
laden with some tremendously impressive projects. One student, an 8th 
grader from Cabot, had written a 24-page essay on the contributions of 
Andreas Vesalius to the field of anatomy in the 16th century. When 
questioned as to whether she thought the length of her essay was 
significant for a 14-year-old, she was dismissive. “The bibliography was 
2 pages so it was only 22 pages of writing,” she said nonchalantly. “And 
there were some pictures. It was a lot to do, but we’ve been doing essays 
for a long time. The first paper I presented was in 2nd grade.” Dr. Adams 
was impressed by the quality of the work. “Some of these kids really 
went deep into obscure topics.” he said, “I feel like my history day 
projects were kind of rookie compared to theirs.” 
 Needless to say, the event was a big hit among all who 
participated. “I think it has been a wonderful experience,” said one 
teacher from Cabot, “They really have learned a ton. They know what a 
primary source is, they know how to create and format a bibliography, 
they know how to cite, they understand the importance of historical 
context and how to write thesis statements. That is advanced stuff for an 
8th grader.” 
 Adams says that the reviews he has gotten from teachers and 
parents have only been positive. "They talked about how they felt 
welcomed and felt very warm being here. One of them commented on 
how kind our students were and remarked that they knew how to talk to 
younger kids. They said that all their students came out with a smile on 
their face, feeling like they had won, like they were a winner.” As for the 
future? “We’re gonna host it here as long as we can,” said Adams with a 
Special Report: History Day 
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smile. “I only received responses from about 15% of the teachers I 
contacted, so there’s room for a lot of growth. It’s really exciting.” 
 
Students present their 
History Day projects, 
enjoy a game in the 
common area, and learn 
more about Harding 
University’s History and 
Political Science 
department. 
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THE ROOM WHERE IT 
HAPPENS: POLITICAL 
RESPONSE TO A CRISIS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Articles 
The Anatomy Act of 1832: The Story of Bodysnatching, Dissections, and 
the Rise of Anatomy 
 by Rebecca L. Burrows 
The Pendleton Act: Time for a Change 
 by Isabel Waller 
Abu Simbel: The Beginnings of World Heritage 
 by L. Olivia Womack 
This painting, entitled The Declaration of Independence, July 4, 1886, was 
painted by American artist John Trumball from 1786-1820. The painting 
represents the moment when Thomas Jefferson’s final draft of the Declaration of 
Independence was submitted for consideration to the Continental Congress. 
Originally, Trumball wished to preserve the exact likenesses of each of the fifty-
six delegates. However, he was only able to obtain thirty-six. The remained 
were copied from an existing portrait.
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The Anatomy Lesson of Dr. Nicolaes Tulp was painted by Rembrandt van Rijn 
in 1632 in Amsterdam. The painting depicts an anatomy lesson over the 
musculature of the arm given by Dr. Nicolaes Tulp to various other doctors. 
Interestingly, the other men in the painting were real life doctors who paid a 
small commission to be included in Rembrandt’s masterpiece.
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THE ANATOMY ACT OF 1832: THE STORY OF 
BODYSNATCHING, DISSECTION, AND THE RISE OF 
ANATOMY 
 
By Rebecca L. Burrows 
  
The practice of anatomy, especially concerning its connection 
with dissection, traces its origins back over a millennium ago in places 
such as Greece and Egypt, long before even Galen, a famous 2nd century 
A.C.E. anatomist, published his works. As centuries passed, 
contributions by many people to the field of anatomy furthered its 
knowledge immensely. Leonardo da Vinci, working in the late 1400s, 
combined art with anatomy to provide stunning illustrations of dissected 
body parts, which he used to explain how the body worked.1 Andreas 
Vesalius, working in the mid- to late- 1500s, utilized dissections to 
explain the inner workings of anatomy and challenged the ideas of 
Galen, spurring on a new era of anatomy.2 These men, among many 
others, paved the way for a flourishing study of anatomy in the 17th and 
18th centuries and ushered in drastic changes in the field of anatomy in 
the 19th century. While surrounded by controversy, the creation of the 
Anatomy Act of 1832 fostered the dramatic advancement of anatomy and 
dissection in 19th century Britain. 
In Britain, increasing anatomical knowledge led to an influx in 
medical school attendance as the profession gained more prestige and 
importance. As more students entered the field, an increase in the 
necessity and practices of dissections was evident. Medical schools 
across the United Kingdom sent demands for more bodies to Parliament. 
To combat the growing need, Britain passed the Murder Act of 1752 “for 
 
1 Marie Boas, The Scientific Renaissance 1450-1630 (New York, NY: 
Harper & Brothers, 1962), 137-9. 
2 Cynthia Klestinec, “A History of Anatomy Theaters in Sixteenth-
Century Padua,” Journal of the History of Medicine and Allied Sciences 59, no. 
3 (2004): 377 
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better preventing the horrid crime of murder.”3 As a deterrent, the act 
specified that the bodies of murderers were not to be buried but to either 
be hung in chains or publicly dissected.4 This act allowed Parliament to 
address two major issues: supplying the increasing numbers of 
demanding anatomists with bodies and successfully threatening the 
public with dissection for the crime of murder.5 Through this association, 
“dissection became recognized in law as a punishment, an aggravation to 
execution, a fate worse than death.”6  
The fear of dissection haunted every class of people in Victorian 
England. Popular death culture and strong religious convictions shaped 
the common perception towards dissection. Beliefs concerning the 
“Resurrection of the Flesh”, which was whole body resurrection on 
judgement, and the lingering of a soul after death were shared as a part of 
the common death culture and affected both death and burial traditions.7 
These popular ideas made dissection an extremely hated punishment that 
violated the public view of death.  
For an anatomist, dissection was a necessary part of proper 
medical and surgical learning. Anatomy was revered, as Ruth 
Richardson, author of Death, Dissection and the Destitute wrote, as “the 
Basis of Surgery,’...‘it informs the Head, guides the hand, and 
 
3 Great Britain, An Act for Better Preventing the horrid crime of 
Murder, 1752, Statutes of the Realm, 25 Geo. 2, c. 37.  
4 Great Britain, An Act for Better Preventing the horrid crime of 
Murder, 1752, Statutes of the Realm, 25 Geo. 2, c. 37. 
5Stuart Banner, The Death Penalty: an American History (Cambridge, 
MA: Harvard University Press, 2003), 77. 
6 Ruth Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute (Chicago, IL: 
University of Chicago Press, 2009), 32. 
7 John Knott, “Popular Attitudes to Death and Dissection in Early 
Nineteenth Century Britain: The Anatomy Act and the Poor,” Labour History, 
no. 49 (1985): 14; Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, 7. 
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familiarizes the heart to a kind of necessary Inhumanity.’”8 Surgeons in 
the 19th century were concerned with two things: speed and skill. To 
achieve the necessary skill and speed to become a successful surgeon, 
practice in dissection and anatomy within medical education was 
necessary.9 In a race to develop more skillful surgeons, the demand for 
cadavers increased dramatically. In response to this, in 1821 the first 
public recommendation for workhouse dead to help meet the increasing 
demand for bodies in England occurred.10 The Murder Act, however, 
specified that hanged murderers were the only legal source of human 
dissection material. Fiona Hutton, author of The Study of Anatomy in 
Britain, 1700-1900, found that “between 1805 and 1820, 1,150 people 
were executed throughout Britain, yet there were over 1,000 medical 
students in London alone.”11 The disparity between bodies and students 
helped harbor what was known as the bodysnatching trade. 
Bodysnatching was not a new concept to 19th century Britain. 
Bodysnatchers operated extensively within the 1700s and, quite often, 
the first grave-robbers were either surgeons, anatomists, or their 
students.12 The 19th century anatomists simply continued this trade and 
expanded it at a much larger scale. Grave-robbing was hired out to 
people known as “resurrectionists”, who provided anatomists with 
human corpses for dissection. As the trade expanded to fulfill the needs 
of the various medical and anatomy schools, the public became 
increasingly aware of what was occurring in their graveyards. 
Bodysnatching flourished with little to no legal punishment, especially 
among schools with little access to the supply of hanged murderers. 
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In the eyes of the law, the human body was not considered 
property and thus was unable to be sold or possessed. This distinction 
created a problem in prosecuting bodysnatchers and, if prosecuted at all, 
their sentence was quite light. In fact, as William Cobbett, the author of 
Two-Penny Trash, wrote to his readers in 1832 that, “the law, as it now 
stands, makes it only a misdemeanor, that is to say, a crime punishable 
by fine and imprisonment”, while theft of “a sheep, or pig, or calf, or ox, 
or fowl of any sort, is a capital felony, punished with DEATH.”13 Since 
the law did little to stop the overwhelming tide of grave-robbers and 
medical personnel who were facilitating dissection, the public often took 
matters into their own hands. 
As awareness grew, so did public vigilance. Resurrectionists 
were often deterred by paid watchmen or armed family members who 
patrolled graveyards. Elizabeth Hurren, author of Dying for Victorian 
Medicine, explained that the “wake” originated in poor communities at 
the time because loved ones watched over the recently dead to make sure 
they were safely interred. If they did not, “then a ‘sack man’ could 
exhume the fresh corpse for dissection.”14 As communities banded 
together to protect their dead from the resurrectionists, the body trade 
was restricted and prices rose dramatically from one to two Guineas in 
1800 to eight to ten, sometimes sixteen Guineas in 1828.15 This vigilance 
led to an extensive network of corpse transportation, in which 
newspapers at the time point to Manchester as a hub for activity.16 
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The public often took matters into their own hands to right 
violations of death culture done by bodysnatchers, often through 
increased vigilance or public riots. A riot in 1832 was witnessed by 
Charles Darwin who wrote about how the crowd almost succeeded in 
killing two apprehended bodysnatchers.17 The people’s anger focused not 
just on the bodysnatchers, but also included anatomists and surgeons as 
targets. In Glasgow alone, troops were called to protect surgeons and 
anatomists from public outrage and violence over four times from 1803 
to 1823 due to their involvement with bodysnatchers.18 The riots were 
filled with intense violence towards the resurrectionists and their 
partners. In Deptford, bodysnatchers faced a crowd of over a thousand 
people yelling and throwing stones and required a police escort of forty 
men to remove them safely.19  
Countless stories describe the reaction of the public upon even 
suspicion of grave violations. In December 1827, George Beck thought 
his wife’s grave appeared disturbed, which set off a mass unearthing of 
coffins in the graveyard. Over 30 coffins were found empty, the bodies 
stolen by the resurrectionists.20 Beck’s story of graverobbing became 
common place as resurrectionists stole every newly buried corpse. These 
stories became eclipsed by a new concern that preoccupied the Anatomy 
Act era: anatomy-murders. 
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Before 1828, dissection fears centered on stopping 
resurrectionists from stealing one’s body after death. After the winter of 
1828, these fears changed to include being murdered for anatomy. 
November 1828 propelled the actions of the infamous William Burke 
and William Hare into the public sphere. Burke and Hare were middle-
class citizens of Edinburgh. Burke worked as a laborer, baker, and 
shoemaker while Hare made coal sacks and operated a lodge house.21 
Their murder spree did not actually start with a murder. Instead, the first 
corpse they sold was a lodger of Hare’s that had died, but the payoff 
encouraged Burke and Hare to target those who could easily disappear 
from society: the poor, elderly, sick, and very drunk. Over the course of a 
year, they murdered sixteen people – twelve women, three men, and one 
child – and sold the bodies to Dr. Knox, a local anatomist, for 
dissection.22  
Burke and Hare were caught and arrested in November 1828 
after murdering their last victim, Margart Docherty (or Campbell as there 
was confusion with her last name). As the news traveled, the public was 
gripped with fear over what the people would soon call “burking”.23 
When confronted with a trial and possible execution, Hare quickly turned 
on Burke when promised immunity. The trial for William Burke and 
Helen M’Dougal, his wife, was set for December 24th, 1828.24 Burke was 
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charged with murder and “the intent to sell the body for dissection.”25 
The trial consisted of evidence brought by William Hare, neighbors, and 
even Burke’s family. In one moment, the Lord Advocate addressed the 
jury with the following: “the belief that such crimes as are here charged 
have been committed among us, even in a single instance, is calculated to 
produce terror and dismay.”26 Burke was sentenced to hanging and 
dissection after death, but as the Lord Advocate predicted, terror and 
dismay stuck people across the entire United Kingdom.27 Manchester, 
Edinburgh, and London reported a sweeping hysteria that overtook the 
people as they wondered if they were to soon fall prey to “burking”.28 
The culmination of pressure from respected medical 
professionals, the fear of widespread rioting and panic, a lessening of 
responsibility towards the poor, and a desire to advance English medical 
prestige heavily fostered the creation of the Anatomy Act. In 1828, 
several months before the Burke and Hare murders were discovered, the 
legal status of dissections and the study of anatomy were challenged and, 
for the first consequential time, a court sided against an anatomist.29 
Medical professionals began to urgently besiege Parliament to act to 
protect medical interests, especially concerning the procuring of bodies.30 
In the spring of 1828, Parliament’s House of Commons proceeded to 
create a Select Committee on Anatomy to consider the law and process 
of obtaining dissection subjects.31 Henry Warburton, the MP for 
Bridport, headed the committee, and he strongly sided with the 
anatomists.32  
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 The Select Committee gathered evidence and opinions over a 
period of several months on topics that preoccupied medical and political 
minds, including “the overwhelming necessity for anatomical knowledge 
and enquiry, the difficulties involved in obtaining a regular supply of 
bodies for dissection, and the ‘distress’ experienced by anatomists in 
having to deal with resurrectionists.”33 Anatomists, surgeons, and 
medical schools wasted no time in sending the Committee their opinions 
and worries in hopes of prompting a favorable response. An anatomy 
professor at an Oxford school claimed that a dissection had not occurred 
in five to six years due to the inability to obtain a subject.34 The extreme 
shortage of bodies due to public vigilance concerned even Edinburgh, 
whose schools enjoyed a reputation of medical excellence, that the 
damage would set back England’s medical advancements and prestige 
worldwide.35 Months later, Edinburgh’s reputation was be colored by the 
actions of Burke and Hare and, to avoid such horror again, this prompted 
a push for acceptance of the Anatomy Act. Using the evidence presented 
to the Committee, they composed a report on how to address the 
situation.  
 The report’s creation drew heavily from the famous utilitarian 
philosopher Jeremy Bentham’s work.36 The Committee’s focus centered 
on the need for a new source of dissection material. By providing a new 
source, they hoped to address both the lack of bodies while also 
removing the need for resurrectionists. In doing this, they would continue 
to promote anatomical and medical learning while satisfying all parties 
involved. Except as the Committee explored where the bodies would 
come from, apprehensions across England rose dramatically. These 
apprehensions were mainly held by the poor, who suddenly became the 
focus as a dissection source.  
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The Committee was warned that public prejudice against 
dissection was so strong that violence would likely ensue if they pursued 
the idea of using pauper bodies. The Committee ultimately chose to 
ignore this warning, believing that the prejudice was simply due to the 
association of a murderer’s punishment.37 Jeremy Bentham 
recommended that hospital patients should be required to give consent to 
dissection after death in order to receive treatment; Sir Astley Cooper, a 
respectable and prominent medical professional, argued for the use of the 
corpses of the poor who could not pay for their own funeral; Dr. Thomas 
Southwood Smith, a physician and sanitary reformer, argued that this 
would be the very poor’s compensation for their cost to society and 
contribution to medical knowledge, not an uncommon argument at the 
time.38  In the report produced by the Committee in 1828, the 
Committee wrote that “[W]hat bodies ought to be selected, but the bodies 
of those, who have either no known relations whose feelings would be 
outraged, or such only as, by not claiming the body, would evince 
indifference on the subject of dissection [?]”39 
This report outlined four sections that began by recommending 
paupers’ bodies “should, if not claimed by next of kin within a certain 
time after death, be given up, under proper regulations, to the 
Anatomist”.40 It continued to say how this would provide a better body 
supply and, therefore, remove the need for the resurrectionists. 
Preventing the suffering of the community, which bodysnatching and 
“burking” were doing (although “burking” occurred after the report was 
published, it affected the community in no small part), and stipulating 
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that the feelings of relatives would be the basis of selection criteria made 
up the last parts of the report. The report offered several suggestions, 
such as repealing the murderer clause, to remove the negative public 
perception.41 The Select Committee used this report to shape the 
Anatomy Bill, also known as the Warburton’s Bill due to his hand in its 
creation. The bill added some of the recommendations, but lawmakers 
decided against removing the murderer clause. It also maintained an air 
of ambiguity, especially around the word ‘claimed’ and how feelings 
would determine selection, to give the bill more flexibility and, 
hopefully, support.42 
As the bill was introduced to the House of Commons, medical 
professionals, newspapers, and students sent their praises. One such 
praise, from a prominent weekly medical journal named the London 
Medical Gazette, advocated for the bill in response to the fear of losing 
English medical prestige: “The great deficiency in the education of 
medical students in England is in anatomical instruction...the prejudices 
of the public...hurt English anatomy when there was a perceived need for 
dexterity with the knife.”43 Still, not all medical and political figures 
were in support of the Anatomy Bill. Politicians worried about backlash 
from their constituents, especially riots from the poor, and the exact 
wording of the bill. Thomas Wakley, a surgeon and editor of The Lancet, 
another prominent weekly medical journal in England, was in favor of 
anatomy and dissection reforms. However, Wakley adamantly opposed 
the Anatomy Bill which he considered “the Midnight Bill, or the 
Murderers’ Bill, or the Fools’ Bill; for a blacker measure, never received 
the sanction of the ‘Collective Wisdom’.”44 The poor in workhouses 
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were horrified by the bill. Those of the St. Ann, Blackfriars workhouse 
petitioned Parliament in 1829, expressing their disbelief that the bill 
would be “thereby subjecting the unfortunate and destitute, though not 
criminal poor to the same public Ignominy after death as the felonious 
murderer and assassin.”45 
Despite protests, the bill passed through the House of Commons 
but was defeated in the House of Lords in June 1829.46 In the decision to 
not remove the murderer clause, the first bill had erroneously classified 
the poor “alongside the worst criminals, as potential subjects for 
dissection.”47 The bill’s failure was due to the Lords’ shared 
responsibility towards the poor and, in no small measure, to Thomas 
Wakley’s vicious opposition in The Lancet. This setback did not stop 
Warburton as he continued to revise the bill and wait for the right time to 
reintroduce it.  
 In May of 1832, the first documented case of Asiatic cholera in 
Liverpool occurred.48 Over a thirteen-day period in late May to early 
June, intense rioting took place as the public feared that physicians were 
infecting patients to use them for dissection.49 The impact of Burke and 
Hare and the Anatomy Bill’s recommendation to use the hospital dead 
was fresh in the minds of those facing cholera. Eight major riots, with 
screams of “bring out the Burkers” and violence towards hospitals and 
physicians, took place around Toxteth Park Hospital.50 The Liverpool 
Mercury reported that “amongst great numbers of the lower classes in 
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this town the idea is prevalent that cholera is a mere invention of the 
medical men to fill their pockets,” and the sufferers were “victims of 
experiments while living and subjects for the dissecting knife when 
dead.”51 The riots and fear were not contained to just Liverpool; across 
Britain riots occurred in response to what the people viewed as a ploy by 
physicians to get dissection material.52 The riots in Liverpool ended as 
quickly as they began as cholera’s prevalence started to decline. 
Parliament was struck by the violent response of the people, especially 
considering the Committee’s Report had promised the Anatomy Bill’s 
passage would fix these fears.53 
 By 1832, political attitudes towards the poor began to change 
and the anatomists’ continued argument for governmental action began 
to shift opinions and ideas in Parliament. Warburton began to navigate 
Parliament more effectively to further the Anatomy Bill.54 He had also 
adjusted his second bill to read “anatomical examination” in the place of 
“dissection” to further ambiguity and remove the bill from the 
association of punishment “dissection” brought forth.55 Those in support 
of the bill also accused opponents of ignorance, discrimination, 
misinterpretation, insincerity, and of attempting to set back British 
medical learning.56 Only three days before the 2nd Anatomy Bill was 
accepted by both Houses, Lord John Russell introduced the third Reform 
Bill which became the focus of the public, which in turn helped pass the 
bill.57 The Anatomy Bill officially passed as law and became the 
Anatomy Act on August 1st, 1832.58 
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The Act allowed the use of “unclaimed” poor from workhouses 
to be used as dissection materials. Within its nineteen clauses, the 
Anatomy Act described how this process was to be conducted. After 
stating the reasons behind the legislation, section two appointed 
inspectors to regulate the medical schools and anatomists.59 Section nine 
and onward was used to explain how the bodies would be treated once 
selected. Section nine stated that “the body of any person [shall not] be 
removed for anatomical examination...until after forty-eight hours” from 
the time of death.60 Section thirteen required that dissected bodies be 
interred within six weeks of being received by the anatomists.61 To help 
remove the stigma surrounding dissection, section sixteen repealed the 
murderer clause of the Murder Act of 1752.62 The Act as a whole 
remained ambiguous, vague, and focused on post-dissection specifics, 
like regulation and burial, rather than how the bodies were to be chosen. 
Individuals were to express their dissent to anatomization, in writing or 
verbally, to be exempt, but workers were not required to make the very 
poor aware of this.63 The Act also did not require that family be notified 
after a death, so their absence could be taken as acceptance for 
dissection. In addition, the Act did not strictly ban the practice of grave-
robbing. In fact, it ignored the practice almost entirely.64   
Anatomists, surgeons, and medical schools were, by and large, 
pleased with the Act. One medical professional published his praises to 
the Medico-Chirurgical Review and Journal of Practical Medicine that 
“the passing of such an Act is a sort of era in medicine, and one 
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illustration, among many, of the growing intelligence of legislators.” He 
proceeded to write that “on these accounts we hail the Act as a boon, no, 
not a boon, but a tribute to the majesty of truth, a concession to the 
interests of science, a triumph to intellect and civilization.”65 While 
energetic in his wording, the consensus of the medical community was 
along these lines. Removing the surgeons’ and anatomists’ connection 
with resurrectionists and the body trade was the first step in elevating the 
position of medicine to respectable society.66 The poor, on the other 
hand, were appalled by the passing of the Act.  
Petitions began to flood Parliament from the poor in workhouses 
who “regarded the Bill as a ‘gross violation of the feelings of our poorer 
brethren’, and one which encouraged ‘a heartless system of infidelity, 
which would have us repudiate the blessed hope of immortality, and 
place ourselves on a level with the beasts that perish’.”67 Cobbett’s Two-
Penny Trash sent its own petition to the King about the “sacrilegious 
bill” that brought horror to the poor.68 Repeatedly, the very poor 
attempted to remind Parliament of its responsibility to protect and defend 
the poor, but their pleas fell on deaf ears and were largely ignored.69 All 
most people knew of the Act was that it allowed workhouse unclaimed to 
be dissected; the specifics were often unexplained and kept the very poor 
in the dark. Places, like workhouses and churches, were required to have 
a summary of the Anatomy Act posted for the poorest to view, but the 
language of the Act was purposefully confusing and did little to educate 
the poor about their new state.70 While much was left unexplained to the 
terrorized poor, they innately understood the difference between a 
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‘pauper funeral’ and an ‘anatomical burial’.71 Dissection, in the eyes of 
many of the paupers, would deprive them of their personhood and reduce 
them to body parts without a whole.72 
For the middlemen, often the city politicians and workhouse 
masters, the issue was fiercely debated, especially due to the close 
proximity they held to the very poor. Some welcomed the Act as a way 
to end bodysnatching and took steps to ensure its implementation in the 
workhouses.73 Countless others refused to send the unclaimed poor to the 
anatomists, choosing instead to bury the bodies.74 The resistance to 
sending bodies for anatomization resulted in an unexpected shortage that 
continued to further bodysnatching through the first decade of the Act’s 
establishment.75 In fact, only when the poor were kept unaware of their 
ability to refuse dissection and the workhouse leaders supported the Act 
was a sufficient number of bodies available for the schools.76 This in its 
inability to force compliance or dictate where the bodies would go in 
order to prevent a monopoly remained one major problem with the Act.77  
Anti-dissection riots continued to break out across the United 
Kingdom after the introduction of the Anatomy Act.78 The workhouse 
fate so terrified the poor that they turned to starvation, prostitution, and 
suicide to avoid “the House”.79 The common understanding was that 
entering the workhouse required giving up personal belongings, which 
was a form of social embarrassment, but that a ‘pauper burial’ would still 
be given.80 The Anatomy Act deprived paupers access to popular death 
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culture traditions by removing their assumed right to a burial and 
disregarded their long-sought desire for closure.81 The Act’s lack of 
specificity on key clauses, such as the meaning of “unclaimed”, ignited 
further resistance. In the years after the Act’s passage, “claiming” was 
taken to solely mean close relatives who would pay the cost of the burial, 
not friends nor distant relations merely accompanying the workhouse 
funeral.82 This excluded many of the pauper’s only resources and 
destined them to dissection.  
The vehement hatred towards what the poor viewed as a class 
bias in the Act was not displaced. Out of 57,000 bodies dissected within 
the first hundred years of the Act’s implementation, “less than half a 
percent came from anywhere other than institutions which housed the 
poor.”83  The violence surrounding the Act’s acceptance came as a shock 
to many in Parliament and the medical community and the resistance to 
dissection by parish leaders led to a shortage few expected. Through 
these, the Act failed, both in its promise to remove the need for 
resurrectionists and its claim that it would provide a more stable source 
of bodies. However, the Act did succeed in one of its goals: furthering 
the medical and anatomical knowledge to heighten English prestige.  
The rapid advancements of 19th century medical education were 
brought on largely by surgeons who were seeking to better their trade.84 
Surgery, as mentioned before, was concerned with speed and skill, which 
were viewed as the crux of surgical learning. Operative surgery was 
sickening, filled with painful screams, and, for the public, something 
never to be endured. 85 Most people saw surgery simply as live butchery 
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and associated it with experimentation and high mortality.86 In 1824, Dr. 
Thomas Southwood Smith remarked that if corpses from the body trade 
were not used, then a surgeon’s skill would be proved on living 
experimentation, something many already assumed was occurring.87 
Despite this, the public saw the necessity of dexterity in surgery and 
agreed that dead bodies, rather than the living, should be used to achieve 
this.88 In part, the body trade was fostered due to a surgical desire to 
practice and learn. This surgical dependence later transferred to the 
Anatomy Act. Edinburgh, which became the global headquarters for 
cutting edge surgery, owed its reputation to the multitude of corpses 
brought there by bodysnatchers.89 Its reputation continued to grow and 
expand as the Anatomy Act took over providing a legal avenue to 
dissection material.  
Surgery’s educational path dynamically evolved as new 
requirements and better methods were introduced. Students often assisted 
and learned in teaching hospitals where they were exposed to a multitude 
of procedures and opportunities to dissect. Through the Anatomy Act, 
the unclaimed of the hospital dead were sent to dissection rooms to 
further teach the students surgical precision and anatomical features.90 As 
the status of the surgeon rose, so did the heightened preoccupation with 
increasing the knowledge and usefulness of surgery. Students, like the 
famous Joseph Lister who later created the valuable technique of 
antiseptic surgery, were expected to practice and contribute to a field that 
was beginning to expand at a rapid rate.  
Surgery was a deadly event, both for the practitioner and patient, 
due to the lack of antiseptic precautions and the surgeon’s limited 
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knowledge of practical anatomy.91 The risk associated with dissecting 
was compounded by the lack of hygienic practices. Professors were 
quick to warn their students of the very real possibility of death 
connected to dissections.92 Despite this, students continued to attend 
medical school and sought to understand more of the human body. The 
Anatomy Act’s influence provided the questioning surgeons with the raw 
material to expand their knowledge and their trade.  
 The new access to material was met with a problem of waste as 
students were used to carelessly hacking away at corpses with little care 
for what they were doing and how they were doing it.93 In 1834, many of 
the medical schools reported that there was still an inadequate number 
corpses to meet the demand of their students.94 Combining the 
inadequate supplies with the typical haphazard method of dissection 
done by the students, a major problem concerning waste was evident. 
Even more concerning, however, was what little the surgeons learned 
through such careless dissection. The inadequate supply could not 
support such wasteful actions that contributed little to surgical 
knowledge and gain. Combating this problem became a primary focus of 
senior surgeons and professors. This resulted in better teaching, stricter 
rules about dissections, and illustrated guidebooks, like the famous 
Gray’s Anatomy. 
Gray’s Anatomy, published in London in 1858, was created as a 
guidebook for students to use during anatomical dissections.95 Through 
detailed illustrations, the book explored human anatomy and instructed 
students on what they should be observing as they dissected.  Gray’s 
 
91 Fitzharris, The Butchering Art, 5. 
92 Ibid., 41. 
93 Ibid., 36. 
94 Knowles, “A Certain Part of the Whole”, 166. 
95 Ruth Richardson, The Making of Mr. Gray’s Anatomy: Bodies, 
Books, Fortune, Fame (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008), 5. 
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Anatomy was not the first of its kind, but it was one of the most 
successful, with editions continuing to present time. Over the course of 
two years – 1856-1857 – Dr. Henry Gray and Dr. Henry Vandyke Carter 
developed over 360 diagrams from dissections of the unclaimed provided 
by the Anatomy Act.96 These illustrations were combined with text to 
explain the function, structure, and features of each specific part. The 
publication of books such as Gray’s Anatomy was an additional source of 
learning and understanding and a hopeful prevention against the 
customary dissection waste.97  
English medical prestige and knowledge continued to grow 
rapidly after the introduction of the Anatomy Act. New inventions in the 
field of surgery and medical care often stemmed from practice in 
dissection and exploratory anatomical examination. Public perception of 
the Act wavered and split, with the upper- and middleclass growing 
weary of the poor’s pleas and the poor resisting workhouse entrance and 
continuing their urging for action. Unfortunately, few records are 
available regarding what the very poor felt as time progressed from the 
implementation of the Anatomy Act, but by their continual riots and 
pleas it is assumed that paupers never accepted the terms of the Act. 
The Anatomy Act did not fulfill all it had promised, but the rapid 
explosion in medical knowledge and practice was achieved as surgery 
flourished under the legalization of a cadaver source. The violent 
beginnings of the Act and its controversial nature further changed society 
and medicine, especially through the ramifications of the Act. The very 
poor were separated and designated to the dissection table, a fate once 
seen as punishment, while the medical community explored 
revolutionary findings and methods. The gap within societal status 
widened while the medical profession reached levels of respectability 
and knowledge it had not acquired before.  
  
 
96 Richardson, The Making of Mr. Gray’s Anatomy, 138. 
97 Richardson, Death, Dissection and the Destitute, 179. 
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George H. Pendleton was an American lawyer and politican who wrote and 
helped pass the Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act of 1883. His photograph 
here was taken between 1865 to 1880.
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THE PENDLETON ACT: TIME FOR A CHANGE  
 
By Isabel Waller 
 
Today, employment with the United States government is much 
like employment in the private sector. However, this has not always been 
the case. Until 1883, the United States government utilized the spoils, or 
patronage, system to select government workers. The spoils 
system allowed elected officials to appoint whomever they wanted to 
bureaucratic jobs, which were often people that helped them win the 
election. This changed with the passage of the Pendleton Act of 1883, 
which reformed the civil service system.  
The Pendleton Act transitioned the system of assigning non-
elected government jobs from a spoils system to a merit system. 
Congress described the Pendleton Act as “an act to regulate and improve 
the civil service of the United States.”1 As stated in the Act itself, its 
central component involved “open, competitive examinations for testing 
the fitness of applicants for the public service.”2 The Act required that 
most civil service positions would be filled based on the candidates’ 
performance on these examinations.3 Though the Act did not completely 
overhaul the civil service system all at once, it represented a key shift in 
the direction the civil service system would take.4 Various factors aligned 
in the 1880s that caused Congress to pass the Pendleton Act, including 
some that built the momentum and others that directly precipitated the 
Act’s passage. Ultimately, these supporting historical factors made it 
 
1 Pendleton Act of 1883, Public Law 47-27, US Statutes at Large 22 
(1883): 403-407. 
2 Ibid. 
3 Pendleton Act of 1883, Public Law 47-27, US Statutes at Large 22 
(1883): 403-407. 
4  “Public Opinion and Professional Politicians,” Galveston Daily 
News, January 25, 1883, http://tinyurl. galegroup.com/tinyurl/97mgR9. 
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possible for the events surrounding President James A. Garfield’s 
assassination to decisively usher in civil service reform.  
Although the spoils system is generally viewed negatively in 
retrospect, Americans considered it the proper system for many years. 
For much of the 19th century, the spoils system was the norm in the 
minds of many Americans, who saw it as a beneficial system.5 As such, 
it was not obvious to all Americans that the system should be changed.6 
However, for many decades before the Pendleton Act’s passage, various 
prominent people voiced their dislike of the spoils system, one of whom 
was President Abraham Lincoln. These vocalizations go back even 
before the Civil War. The 1850s saw some small-scale merit reform 
attempts, but the trauma of the Civil War interrupted and overshadowed 
them.7 Reformers began to team up to take action in the 1870s, and they 
started multiple reform organizations in cities all over the United States 
during this time.8 By the early 1880s, much of the public saw that 
something needed to be done about the way jobs were assigned in the 
government.9 This change in public opinion was essential to the 
Pendleton Act’s passage. In fact, Representative Jonathan Chace 
believed the public’s push for reform was necessary for Congress to 
act.10  
 
5 Paul P. Van Riper, History of the United States Civil Service 
(Evanston, IL: Row, Peterson and Company, 1958), 60-61. 
6 “Public Opinion.” 
7 Van Riper, History, 63. 
8 Justus D. Doenecke, The Presidencies of James A. Garfield & Chester 
A. Arthur (Lawrence: University Press of Kansas, 1981), 39. 
9 “Civil Service Reform,” Georgia Weekly Telegraph and Georgia 
Journal & Messenger, November 25, 1881, Gale Primary Sources.  
10 William E. Foster, The Civil-Service Reform Movement (Boston: 
Press of Rockwell and Churchill, 1881), 53, 
https://www.loc.gov/resource/dcmsiabooks.civilservicerefo00fost/?sp=56&r=-
0.384,0.309,1.883,1.149,0. 
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The Civil War itself caused many social changes in the decades 
following because of the problems it brought up, one of which was a 
question about the effectiveness of the spoils system.11 The bureaucracy 
was not very large before the Civil War, so patronage worked well. 
However, afterwards it grew greatly in size, causing many downfalls to 
present themselves. With this increase in size, politicians had a more 
difficult time choosing people for all the positions they needed to fill. It 
also became more difficult to keep their appointees accountable because 
of how numerous they were.12 Further, after the Civil War significant 
corruption existed in appointed positions, and various scandals 
associated with the spoils system occurred.13 With the continuation of 
industrialization after the Civil War, the government needed to be more 
efficient, which served as a driving force in the desire to switch from 
patronage to a merit system.14 This need for efficient government 
workers was important for both businesses and for individuals who 
expected the government to provide good services.15 Overall, there 
seemed to be a sense of chaos in American society and government after 
the Civil War, which reformers thought could be fixed with a merit 
system by making the government more purposeful and professional.16 
Although not the most significant factor, politics did play a role 
in the passage of the Pendleton Act. It is a prevalent theory that 
politicians passed the Act because of their selfish motivations to stay in 
power, rather than because they thought it was best for the country. 
 
11 Van Riper, History, 62-63. 
12 Gary D. Libecap, “The Federal Bureaucracy: From Patronage to 
Civil Service,” in Government and the American Economy (Chicago: The 
University of Chicago Press, 2007), 371. 
13 Carl Joachim Friedrich, “The Rise and Decline of the Spoils 
Tradition,” American Academy of Political and Social Science 189 (January 
1937): 14, https://www.jstor.org/stable/1019439. 
14 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 39. 
15 Friedrich, “The Spoils Tradition,” 15.  
16 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 40. 
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Perhaps for politicians, the drawbacks to patronage, such as all the work 
involved in choosing and installing people in countless positions, were 
no longer worth the political benefits.17 Also, because the public began to 
view patronage negatively, politicians had to act if they wanted to keep 
their constituents’ support.18 
The conflict between Democrats and Republicans at the time 
reflects another possible political factor. The Republican party had been 
using patronage for political gain by filling bureaucratic positions with 
loyal followers, further solidifying their advantage over the Democratic 
party. Also, the Democratic party had not had much success on the whole 
in recent decades, so they used a civil service reform platform after the 
1880 elections, trying something new to win the votes of Independents.19 
Then the Republicans, having lost their upper hand, quickly tried to 
lessen patronage so that the Democrats could not use political 
appointments as effectively when the newly elected took office.20 Once 
they started losing, they turned on the system that had helped them stay 
powerful for so long.21 Overall, both political parties used merit reform 
as a way to gain votes and only vaguely expressed how they wanted to 
accomplish reform, but this strategy still contributed to the advancement 
of merit reform.22  
 
17 S. M. Theriault, “Patronage, the Pendleton Act, and the Power of the 
People,” Journal of Politics 65, no. 1 (February 2003): 50-52, 
http://doi.org/10.1111/1468-2508.t01-1-00003. 
18 Libecap, Government and American Economy, 371-2. 
19 Ari Arthur Hoogenboom, Outlawing the Spoils: A History of the 
Civil Service Reform Movement, 1865-1883 (1961; repr., Westport, CT: 
Greenwood Press, 1982), 198-99. 
20 Theriault, “Patronage, the Pendleton Act,” 52-53. 
21 Van Riper, History, 94. 
22 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 25-26. 
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Rutherford Hayes, who served as president from 1877 to 1881, 
believed in the need for civil service reform.23 Although he did not 
always make decisions that helped progress reform, he generally 
supported it.24 He wrote often of his thoughts on and goals for it in his 
personal diary during his presidency. In 1877, he wrote that he wanted to 
make civil service positions more permanent and less subject to political 
whims, along with separating civil service workers from politics. Hayes 
believed that new laws were necessary to create change in the civil 
service system and hoped Congress would listen to him.25 Ultimately, 
Congress did not take any legislative action regarding reform during his 
time as president. Hayes, however, used his executive power to take 
some action. He made some small changes through executive orders 
regarding examinations and how involved civil service workers could be 
in politics.26 Even though the spoils system was still in use by the time 
Hayes left office, he helped keep reform on the political radar in the 
years leading up to the Pendleton Act, and during his presidency, public 
desire for reform grew.27 
The 1880 presidential election set up a unique set of 
circumstances that played a role in the passage of the Pendleton Act. 
During this time, the Republican party contained two main ideological 
groups: the Stalwarts and the Half-Breeds.28 The Stalwarts were the more 
radical side of the party, and the Half-Breeds were less radical and more 
supportive of civil service reform. Overall, neither wholeheartedly 
supported civil service reform, but at the Republic convention in 1880 
 
23 T. Harry Williams, ed., Hayes: The Diary of a President, 1875-1881 
(New York: David McKay, 1964), 106. 
24 Hoogenboom, Outlawing the Spoils, 179. 
25 Williams, Hayes: The Diary, 101-103, 106, 135. 
26 U.S. Office of Personnel Management, Biography of an Ideal: A 
History of the Federal Civil Service (2003), 37. 
27 Van Viper, History, 88-89.; Biography of an Ideal, 37. 
28 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 8-12. 
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the party decided to include limited civil service reform as part of their 
platform.29  
For the Republican presidential nominee, the Stalwarts preferred 
former President Ulysses S. Grant. He had the most supporters, one of 
whom was Chester Arthur. Party members suggested a variety of 
candidates at the Republican convention, but no one had enough votes to 
win the party’s nomination. The Half-Breeds, who were vehemently 
against Grant, decided to put forth James Garfield as an option. This 
solved the problem, and Garfield quickly won the nomination. The 
Stalwarts were upset with this result, and since the party needed to work 
together to make sure its candidate won in the election, the Half-Breeds 
wanted to choose a vice-presidential nominee that the Stalwarts would 
like. They selected Arthur as a viable option for this compromise.30  
The Republican ticket for president and vice-president was 
comprised of a Half-Breed, belonging to the faction that favored reform 
more and someone who was a tried and true spoilsman.31 Some 
supporters of reform saw Garfield as a decent choice for president, but 
others thought he was not devoted enough to reform. In his past political 
career, Garfield had shown light support for reform. When he accepted 
the nomination, he wrote that he saw a merit system as a good choice, 
but he did not wholeheartedly advocate for it.32 
 Garfield won the election of 1880, and though he was not overly 
supportive of reform, his presidency had a significant effect on the 
passage of the Pendleton Act. Charles Guiteau assassinated Garfield in 
1881, and the circumstances surrounding the assassination demonstrated 
why reform was necessary. Guiteau was a Stalwart who had tried to 
 
29 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 12-14.; Hoogenboom, Outlawing the 
Spoils, 182. 
30 George Frederick Howe, Chester A. Arthur: A Quarter-Century of 
Machine Politics (1935; repr., New York: Frederick Ungar, 1957), 106-110. 
31 Van Riper, History, 89. 
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involve himself in Republican politics, but he was not important in the 
party. He had supported Garfield’s run for the presidency and later asked 
Garfield to appoint him as a diplomat in Europe, but the president did not 
seriously consider this request.33 Magazines and other media outlets saw 
Garfield’s assassination as the work of the spoils system, and this 
became the common belief among the public.34 According to the 
historian Justus D. Doenecke, 
At the time, people saw in Guiteau’s deed the revenge of a 
disappointed office seeker…To many, the spoils system itself 
was responsible for Guiteau’s act, a judgement that Guiteau had 
fostered when he called Garfield’s death a “political necessity.”35 
 
Among Guiteau’s final words on the day of his execution in 
1882 were that he had killed Garfield for the sake of his party. Patronage 
and its ideals were not wholly at fault for Garfield’s death, though. Other 
factors influenced Guiteau’s act, namely that he was likely mentally ill, 
as has been suggested by various historians. At his trial, Guiteau acted 
somewhat chaotically and gave the impression of not being in his right 
mind.36 What matters more, though, than why Guiteau actually did what 
he did, is the fact that people at the time saw the spoils system as the 
reason their president had been assassinated which gave a needed push 
for reform. The assassination sparked fervor in the public to support civil 
service legislation.37 William E. Foster, a civil service reformer of the 
time, wrote that “public opinion had been accumulating in volume and in 
definiteness for the past few years, but the impetus given by this shock 
was remarkable.”38 This single event more effectively convinced the 
 
33 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 95. 
34 Biography of an Ideal, 40-41, 43. 
35 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 95. 
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public of the necessity of reform than the years of effort put in by the 
reformers.39   
Arthur unexpectedly became a key influencer in getting the 
Pendleton Act passed in Congress.40 He had previously been a 
spoilsman, and the public associated him with a situation that occurred 
during Hayes’s presidency, that painted both Arthur and the spoils 
system in a bad light. Arthur had been in an appointed position as the 
collector of the custom-house in New York, and his superiors removed 
him from this appointment due to corruption within the custom-house 
and the misuse of the spoils system.41 However, after Garfield was 
assassinated and Arthur took over as president, he had a change of heart 
and began to believe in the pitfalls of patronage.42 One key reason for 
Arthur’s change is the letter that Guiteau wrote to him shortly after 
assassinating Garfield, in which Guiteau said that he “presume[s] 
that…[Arthur] appreciates it” because “it raises…[him] from a political 
cypher to the president of the United States.” The letter continued with 
saying that “it was an act of God, resulting from a political necessity for 
which he was responsible.”43 This letter was so personal, and the fact that 
Guiteau implied that Garfield needed to die because of not giving a 
patronage appointment while also saying that Arthur benefited from the 
president’s death likely tainted Arthur’s view of the spoils system.  
As the new president, Arthur could have chosen many of his 
supporters to fill positions that were currently occupied, but he opted to 
leave many people in their place instead of appointing people loyal to 
 
39 Biography of an Ideal, 43, 47. 
40 Ibid., 45. 
41 George F. Howe, “The New York Custom-House Controversy, 1877-
1879,” Mississippi Valley Historical Review 18, no. 3 (December 1931): 350, 
352, 362, http://doi.org/10.2307/1891404. 
42 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 96. 
43 Quoted in William A. DeGregorio, The Complete Book of U.S. 
Presidents, 7th ed. (Fort Lee, New Jersey: Barricade Books, 2009), 303. 
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him. He professed a belief in merit policies and said he wanted action to 
be taken to institute a merit system.44 He asked Congress to pass reform 
legislation, and he stated that if they would not pass anything, he would 
use his own power to help institute reform.45 After the midterm elections 
in 1882, Arthur continued to voice his support for the Pendleton Act and 
changed his mind on civil service exams, which he had not supported 
previously.46 Finally, in 1883, he signed the Pendleton Civil Service 
Reform Act into law. This version of Arthur stood in stark contrast to the 
Arthur that was a wholehearted spoilsman just years earlier.47 
George Pendleton introduced the Pendleton Act to the Senate, 
making him a key figure in the bill’s passage. When President Hayes had 
talked to Congress about his hopes for reform, Pendleton decided to act 
upon this by introducing his bill for the first time. Earlier in his life and 
career, Pendleton had not concerned himself with merit reform, and he 
was not necessarily passionate about it. He did, however, believe it was a 
good idea to reform the spoils system, and he wanted this effort to be 
successful.48 Many congressmen in the early 1880s had their own ideas 
for how to institute reform, so someone else would likely have 
introduced a similar bill around that time if Pendleton had not done so.49 
In fact, congressmen had introduced multiple bills in the decade before 
that attempted various kinds of civil service reform. Pendleton’s bill 
likely came at just the right time to gain traction.50 Although Pendleton 
was not the main impetus of civil service reform happening, his 
introduction of the bill helped Congress take a concrete step in reforming 
the civil service system.51 
 
44 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 76, 96. 
45 Biography of an Ideal, 45. 
46 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 100. 
47 Biography of an Ideal, 1. 
48 Hoogenboom, Outlawing the Spoils, 199-200. 
49 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 97. 
50 Foster, Civil-Service Reform Movement, 31. 
51 Doenecke, Garfield and Arthur, 97. 
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The Pendleton Act of 1883 was an American civil service act 
that passed due to the convergence of a variety of historical factors, some 
of which laid the groundwork for the bill’s passage and others which 
more directly prompted it. The evolution in public opinion about the 
spoils system, the changes in the United States caused by the Civil War, 
changing benefits of patronage for elected officials, Hayes’s presidency, 
and the conflict between Republicans and Democrats set the stage for a 
civil service reform law to be passed. With this foundation, the political 
compromise during the election of 1880, Garfield’s assassination by 
Guiteau, and Arthur’s resulting character change spurred the passage of 
George Pendleton’s merit reform bill. It took decades and the efforts of 
many, but civil service reform finally came. 
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This photograph shows the façade of the Abu Simbel Temple, which was 
designed and constructed in the 13th century BC during the reign of Pharaoh 
Ramses II of Egypt. The temple is located along the Egyptian border with Sudan 
and commemorates the victory of Ramses II at the Battle of Kadesh. 
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ABU SIMBEL: THE BEGINNINGS OF WORLD HERITAGE 
By L. Olivia Womack 
With the April 2019 fires in Notre Dame Cathedral, the world 
was once again reminded of the depth of intangible loss when an iconic 
site is destroyed. People all over the world responded to the tragic loss 
with tributes to the Notre Dame and memories of their travels there. Not 
only that, but public and private donors had amassed close to one billion 
dollars in a matter of days for the restoration of this beloved cathedral.1 
The displays of nostalgia and goodwill regarding Notre Dame illustrate 
that people all over the world recognize some places as embodiments of 
shared human heritage.  
Due to the global nature of sites such as the Notre Dame 
Cathedral, many believe that they should be protected by the 
international community and preserved for generations to come. The 
United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) aims to achieve these goals through the World Heritage 
Committee and the World Heritage Site List. In this essay, I demonstrate 
that preserving world heritage is a worthwhile goal for the international 
community, even though there are many problems in the current 
UNESCO World Heritage system. I begin by exploring the history of 
Abu Simbel as a demonstration of successful world heritage 
preservation. I then analyze the present UNESCO World Heritage 
system, and finally I provide commentary on factors that are limiting the 
effectiveness of these efforts. 
To begin, Abu Simbel is an ancient monument that has been 
visited and studied for centuries. Construction on the Abu Simbel temple 
site began around 1270 BC, and it contains a temple to Ramses II and a 
temple to Queen Nefertari, the first wife of Ramses II. The main temple 
at Abu Simbel is 115 feet in length and 98 feet in height, and it was 
1 Aurelien Breeden, “Millions in Notre-Dame Donations Pour In as 
France Focuses on Rebuilding,” New York Times, April 17, 2019.  
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constructed precisely so that the first rays of sun would enter into the 
entrance of the temple twice a year.2 The site also highlights Egyptian 
stone work, with areas cut as deep as 180 feet into the rock. 3  
 The purpose of Abu Simbel was to memorialize the legacy of 
Ramses II for both the earth and the afterlife. Ancient Egyptians believed 
very strongly in life after death, and they wanted to preserve themselves 
through both mummification and memorialization. This was especially 
true of the Pharaohs, who were considered gods on earth.4 The main job 
of the Pharaoh was to act as a mediator between the gods and Egypt. If 
the gods were pleased with Egypt and the Pharaoh, then Egypt would 
prosper. One of the ways that Pharaohs proved their worth to the gods 
was to build monuments and temples to demonstrate their 
accomplishments. Paintings and carvings on the inside of the temple at 
Abu Simbel depict the heroic deeds of Ramses II, including his victory in 
the Battle of Kadesh.5 Overall, Abu Simbel was a physical monument to 
the spiritual importance of Pharaoh Ramses II.  
Ramses II intended Abu Simbel to memorialize himself for the 
ages, and it has remained well preserved through the millennia, due to 
the arid conditions of the Egyptian desert. However, in 1946 a proposal 
by the Egyptian government threatened the existence of this ancient 
monument. The plan was to build the Aswan Dam on the Nile river, 
which would provide hydroelectric power for Egypt and improve 
irrigation for seven million acres of land too arid for agriculture.6  
2 William MacQuitty, Abu Simbel (London: Macdonald and Co. 
Publishers, 1965),15. 
3 Ibid, 17. 
4 Salima Ikram, Ancient Egypt: An Introduction (New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2010), 117. 
5 William MacQuitty, Abu Simbel (London: Macdonald and Co. 
Publishers, 1965),88. 
6 MacQuitty, Abu Simbel, 141. 
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However, the Dam would lead to the destructive flooding of many 
ancient sites, including Abu Simbel.7 It was a difficult choice between 
ensuring a prosperous future and preserving the magnificent past. This 
decision was also difficult to make due to economic factors. The Dam 
would require 56 million cubic yards of materials, and would end up 
costing about one billion dollars.8 At first, the United States, the United 
Kingdom, and the World Bank offered to help fund the Aswan Dam and 
the preservation of affected ancient sites, in order that President Nasser 
might align Egypt with Western countries in the ongoing Cold War. It 
soon became clear that even this large sum would not buy the loyalty of 
Egyptian President Nasser, and they eventually withdrew the offer to 
fund the Aswan Dam.9 President Nasser then decided to nationalize the 
Suez Canal to raise money for the Aswan Dam construction, and he 
turned to the Soviet Union for assistance. As the construction began in 
1960, Nasser and Khrushchev threw the first rocks of the project, and 
this moment became a symbol of the underlying Cold War tensions that 
permeated the time period. 10  With proxy wars, political hostility, and 
military posturing taking place all over the world between the United 
States and the Soviet Union, it is no wonder that Egypt became another 
front in Cold War. Egypt and the Soviet Union began work on the Aswan 
Dam downstream on the Nile, meanwhile UNESCO and Western 
countries were attempting to save the endangered monuments upstream, 
especially Abu Simbel.11 Essentially, an iron curtain fell upon Egypt, 
divided by the Dam. 
7 Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
8 “Aswan High Dam,” Encyclopaedia Britannica, last modified March 
14, 2019. 
9 Lucia Allais, “Integrities: The Salvage of Abu Simbel,” Grey Room 
no. 50 (Winter 2013): 11. 
10 Ibid., 11. 
11 Ibid, 12. 
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A global movement to save the Nubian monuments like Abu 
Simbel began, and many scholars devoted countless hours of research to 
the cause. The UNESCO Director-General called on the international 
community to support the effort. In the publication, The UNESCO 
Courier, the Director-General’s message was sympathetic towards 
Egypt’s decision to prioritize “the needs and welfare of their people,” but 
also emphasized the importance of saving these sites that “belong to 
humanity as a whole.”12 To incentivize countries to provide assistance, 
the Director-General mentions that Egypt has agreed to allow some 
“lesser” monuments to be given to countries that contribute.13  
As funds were being collected, teams of scholars from around 
the world began creating plans to save Abu Simbel. The French proposal 
advocated for the construction of a second dam around Abu Simbel that 
would hold back the rising water. This plan was rejected because it 
would require a large pumping station and indefinite maintenance.14 It 
was also the most expensive plan, at 82 million dollars.15 Another plan 
was created by an Italian team that proposed cutting the two temples 
from the rock, encasing them in concrete, and raising the whole site one 
centimeter at a time with 650 synchronized  hydraulic jacks.16 This plan 
was ultimately not chosen because of concerns that the jacks would not 
be able to support the temples and concrete structure, which would weigh 
12 Vittorino Veronese, “A Message from the Director-General of 
UNESCO,” The UNESCO Courier 13 (February 1960): 3. 
13 Ibid, 3. 
14Lucia Allais, “Integrities: The Salvage of Abu Simbel,” Grey Room 
no. 50 (Winter 2013): 15. 
15William MacQuitty, Abu Simbel (London: Macdonald and Co. 
Publishers, 1965), 151. 
16 Lucia Allais, “Integrities: The Salvage of Abu Simbel,” Grey Room 
no. 50 (Winter 2013): 16. 
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about 250,000 tons.17 Still another plan was put forth by a British team. 
This plan involved allowing the monuments to be flooded by the rising 
waters, and then creating underwater glass tunnels through which visitors 
could view Abu Simbel in its original site.18 Because of the impurities of 
the Nile river, this plan would require a purification dam to be built so 
that the water would not chemically damage the structures.19 Although a 
very unique idea, this plan was eventually discarded.  
Finally, a Swedish team from a geological engineering firm 
came up with the strategy in 1963 that would be used for saving Abu 
Simbel.20 The Egyptian government requested specifically that this 
Swedish group create a plan for Abu Simbel because they had 
constructed the hydroelectric power facility for the Aswan Dam.21 This 
plan involved cutting the temples into blocks of about 20-30 tons each, 
moving each piece, and carefully reconstructing Abu Simbel 208 meters 
away and 65 meters up from the original site.22 This plan was about three 
times less costly than the other proposals, but many UNESCO experts 
were very opposed to this plan because it involved cutting ancient 
monuments.23 The United States supported this plan because it involved 
heavy use of local labor, which would need to be paid in Egyptian 
pounds. This is an important fact because the United States had 
accumulated Egyptian pounds through the Food for Peace program, in 
17 William MacQuitty, Abu Simbel (London: Macdonald and Co. 
Publishers, 1965), 159. 
18 Lucia Allais, “Integrities: The Salvage of Abu Simbel,” Grey Room 
no. 50 (Winter 2013): 18. 
19 Ibid.,16. 
20 Allais, “Integritie,” 23. 
21 Ibid., 23. 
22 Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
23 Lucia Allais, “Integrities: The Salvage of Abu Simbel,” Grey Room 
no. 50 (Winter 2013): 20. 
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which surplus American food crops were sold at a discount to the 
Egyptian government. The program required that the money made by the 
United States from these sales be used for Egyptian development 
projects, and using the money for the preservation of Abu Simbel seemed 
unlikely to raise controversy.24 Furthermore, President Kennedy stated 
that the United States would contribute 30% of the funding for this 
project.25 Ultimately it was decided that this Swedish plan would be the 
official plan for saving Abu Simbel.  
Deconstructing and reconstructing the temples of Abu Simbel 
proved to be a very tedious task. As the site was cut into blocks, no cuts 
were made into the faces of statues or other intricately designed areas of 
the temples.26 Different types of saws were used for different parts of the 
site, and sand became a very important material as a filler, a shock 
absorber, and a buffer between stone blocks.27 In order to reconstruct the 
temple, mortar was made out of local Nubian sand so that it would 
resemble the original site. In the end, the salvage of Abu Simbel lasted 4 
years from 1964 to 1968. 
The Abu Simbel project was part of a larger effort to save many 
Egyptian monuments threatened by the construction of the Aswan Dam 
that spanned 20 years and saved 22 sites.28 Overall, a total of 80 million 
dollars was donated by 50 countries and other organizations.29 A special 
24 Allais, “Integrities”, 21. 
25 Ibid, 22. 
26 Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
27 Allais, “Integrities,” 24. 
28 Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
29 United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
“Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage,” opened for signature November 16, 1972, United Nations Treaty 
Series 1037, no. 15511 (1975): 151.  
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group of countries even received the status of “Ambassador of Egyptian 
Culture,” and they were given an ancient Egyptian monument to take to 
their home country, fulfilling Egypt’s original promise.30 This group had 
contributed in Egyptian pounds, which greatly stimulated the local 
economy. Included in the monuments that were given as a gift were the 
Tafa temple to Holland, the Debod temple to Spain, the Dendur site to 
the United States, and the El-Lissia to Italy.31 The campaign to save the 
Nubian monuments was also greatly publicized. Every step of the plan 
was not only documented but also “enhanced, annotated, presented, re-
presented, narrated, edited, and dramatized in order to be showcased 
across the world.”32 By the end of the project, 600 research essays had 
been written about the project, and the site became an international 
phenomenon.33 In 1979, the “Nubian Monuments from Abu Simbel to 
Philae,” as they are collectively known, was added to the UNESCO 
World Heritage Site List for the criteria of creative masterpiece, cultural 
tradition, and association with a belief system.34 This campaign was the 
first and most successful international effort to save world heritage, and 
it inspired the international community to strengthen their commitment 
to the protection of globally important sites. 
Saving Abu Simbel and the other monuments was a widely 
celebrated campaign, but it was not without its critics. Dr. Jotham 
Johnson, the head of the Department of Classics at New York University 
stated, “Let the Nile have it… another sacrifice on the altar of 
30 Allais, “Integrities,” 13. 
31Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
32 Allais, “Integrities,” 28. 
33 Ahmed Kadry, “Salvaging Egypt’s Nubian Monuments,” Ambio 12, 
no. 3/4 (1983): 206-209. 
34 “Nubian Monuments- Egypt,” African World Heritage Sites, 
accessed March 25, 2019.  
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progress.”35 His argument was that the site had no new information to 
offer, and therefore the funds should go to studying new sites. Other 
scholars questioned the importance of the temples, claiming that they 
were not outstanding examples of Egyptian art or architecture, and 
merely represented a vain Pharaoh’s effort to memorialize himself.36 
Despite these criticisms, saving the Nubian Monuments brought world 
heritage to the international stage, and inspired UNESCO to take steps to 
further preserve other sites that have global value.  
The idea of maintaining sites of significant international renown 
has long been a discussion of international bodies, especially after World 
War II. UNESCO was created as a United Nations agency in 1945 in 
order to promote peace and avoid global conflicts through education, 
science, and culture. Following the destruction of European art and 
cultural treasures during World War II, the Hague, the center of 
international law, adopted the Convention for the Protection of Cultural 
Property in the Event of Armed Conflict of 1954 in order to protect 
cultural sites and property from being destroyed during war.37 
Continuing this idea, the term “world heritage” was coined at the 1965 
US White House Conference. The idea for a World Heritage Fund was 
also discussed.38 All of these ideas and themes came together to form the 
most important document regarding the protection of cultural properties: 
the 1972 World Heritage Convention.  
35 “Let Abu Simbel Drown, NYU Professor Says,” The Science News-
Letter 81, no. 13 (March 31, 1962): 196. 
36 Allais, “Integrities,” 23. 
37 The Hague, “Convention for the Protection of Cultural Property in 
the Event of Armed Conflict,” opened for signature May 14, 1954, United 
Nations Treaty Series 249, no. 3511 (1956): 215.  
38 Lynn Meskell, “State of Conservation: Protection, Politics, and 
Pacting within UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 87, no. 1 (Winter 2014): 219. 
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The World Heritage Convention created the present World 
Heritage system, and contains 38 Articles. Article One of the Convention 
defines cultural heritage as monuments, sites, or groups of buildings that 
have Outstanding Universal Value (OUV).39Article Two of the 
Convention defines natural heritage as physical and biological 
formations, habitats of threatened species, or natural sites with OUV.40 
Articles Four and Five obligate state parties to protect sites in their own 
territories. Article Eight creates the World Heritage Committee, and 
describes the duties of this body. Article 15 sets up the World Heritage 
Fund, which is a trust fund that receives compulsory and voluntary 
contributions made by state parties in addition to gifts from other public 
and private organizations from around the world. Signing states agree to 
pay every two years, and the amount paid is voted on by the UNESCO 
General Assembly.  The World Heritage Convention of 1972 was signed 
by 195 states.41 
The World Heritage Committee is the primary governing body 
over cultural and natural heritage. Decisions about site nominations, 
financial assistance, and the World Heritage in Danger List are all under 
their power.  The Committee is made up of 21 member states that are 
elected at the UNESCO General Assembly. The Committee serves for 
four years, and Committee meetings usually last about 10 days a year.42 
In the past, many of the Committee members were experts in the fields of 
39 United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
“Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural 
Heritage,” opened for signature November 16, 1972, United Nations Treaty 
Series 1037, no. 15511 (1975): 151.  
40 Ibid, 151. 
41 United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization, 
151. 
42 Lynn Meskell, “State of Conservation: Protection, Politics, and 
Pacting within UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 87, no. 1 (Winter 2014): 235. 
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preservation from their respective countries, but there has been a recent 
shift towards states choosing to send lobbying politicians to represent 
their state.43 The World Heritage Committee also relies upon various 
Advisory Bodies made up of experts that provide monitoring and 
reporting on the World Heritage sites. These organizations include The 
International Centre for the Study of the Preservation and Restoration of 
Cultural Property (ICCROM), The International Council on Monuments 
and Sites (ICOMOS), and The International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN).44 
The UNESCO World Heritage Committee has greatly impacted 
the preservation of cultural and natural sites. As evident in the case of 
Abu Simbel and the Nubian sites, success and international cooperation 
in world heritage campaigns are possible. However, as time has passed, 
the World Heritage Committee and the World Heritage Site List have 
become less respected and less successful because of the Eurocentric bias 
and the influence of economics and politics on Committee decisions. The 
World Heritage Site List disproportionately represents sites in the global 
North, especially Europe.  Of the 1,092 total sites, 514 are in Europe, 
which is 47.07% of the World Heritage List.45 Even after initiatives such 
as the 1994 Global Strategy for a Representative, Balanced, and Credible 
World Heritage List, there were still a record number of European sites 
added to the World Heritage List.46 In 2002, the Committee attempted 
again to address this problem by imposing nomination quotas of one Site 
nomination per country per year. However, this policy was still biased 
43 Meskell, 220. 
44 Ibid., 220. 
45 “World Heritage List Statistics,” United Nations Educational, 
Scientific, and Cultural Organization, accessed March 15, 2019. 
46 Christoph Brumann, “Anthropological Utopia, Closet Eurocentrism, 
and Culture Chaos in the UNESCO World Heritage Arena,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 91, no. 4 (2018): 1211. 
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towards the European region which contains a large number of 
countries.47 
Not only does the List and nomination process favor Europe, but 
the Advisory Bodies also have a higher number of experts from Europe 
and North America. The ICOMOS Panel is made up of 25 members and 
14 of those are from Europe and North America as of 2018.48 Evidence 
also suggests that the Committee is likely to be more lenient towards 
European nominations who need further improvements than other 
countries’ nominations because there is a sense that European countries 
are able and more reliable to correct the issues.49 Overall, the World 
Heritage Committee is losing credibility as it becomes less representative 
of world heritage and instead favors one region. I recommend that the 
World Heritage Committee impose limits on the number of nominations 
from each of the world regions, with a smaller number allotted for 
Europe. This would not immediately solve the regional inequality of the 
World Heritage List, but over time it would create a more representative 
List. Additionally, it would motivate states to work together within their 
world regions to use their limited number of nominations for the truly 
universal and outstanding cultural and natural sites in their respective 
regions. 
In addition, World Heritage Committee decisions and efforts are 
greatly impacted by economic and political considerations. Meskell 
argues that World Heritage Sites have become “transactional devices” by 
47 Christoph Brumann, “Anthropological Utopia, Closet Eurocentrism, 
and Culture Chaos in the UNESCO World Heritage Arena,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 91, no. 4 (2018): 1215. 
48 “ICOMOS World Heritage Panel 2017-2018,” International Council 
on Monuments and Sites, accessed March 23, 2019. 
49 Christoph Brumann, “Anthropological Utopia, Closet Eurocentrism, 
and Culture Chaos in the UNESCO World Heritage Arena,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 91, no. 4 (2018): 1220. 
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which states are able to gain direct economic advantages. 50 Many states 
covet world heritage inscription and the economic benefits that come 
along with this status. This is especially true of states who do not have 
many, if any, World Heritage Sites.  Increased tourism, global 
awareness, and access to global aid are all economic incentives that push 
states to seek inscriptions of sites in their territory. Because of these 
economic aspects, states are highly motivated to obtain a World Heritage 
Site inscription for their home state, and decisions about site nominations 
are becoming increasingly political in nature. 
There has been an overall downward trend of the World Heritage 
Committee following the recommendations of Advisory Bodies between 
2002 and 2012.51 The political nature of Committee decisions is also 
evident based on who is serving on the Committee. Between 1977- 2005, 
42% of the 314 new World Heritage Sites inscribed in this time frame 
were located in states that served on the World Heritage Committee 
during their nomination decision.52 For a body that should be serving the 
global interests of heritage, this statistic demonstrates that the 
Committee’s decisions are greatly influenced by national and political 
interests instead of expert opinions and objective assessments of 
universal value. 
One of the reasons that the decisions of the Committee are so 
influenced by political and economic factors is that there is not a truly 
clear definition of what counts as cultural and natural heritage with 
OUV. There are 10 criteria that a site can possess in order to be 
50 Lynn Meskell, “State of Conservation: Protection, Politics, and 
Pacting within UNESCO’s World Heritage Committee,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 87, no. 1 (Winter 2014): 224. 
51 Ibid, 226. 
52 Meskell, 227. 
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nominated, but even these criteria lack an operational definition.53 The 
scope of culture and OUV are so broad that almost anything counts, and 
this allows states the ability to sway decisions. Perhaps if the World 
Heritage Committee created a more specific and detailed definition of 
what constitutes world cultural and natural heritage, then it would be 
more difficult for decisions to be so impacted by politics of the 
Committee. 
Despite these shortcomings, the goal of preserving cultural and 
natural heritage still remains a noble and worthwhile goal. The Abu 
Simbel campaign confirmed that cooperation and success in World 
Heritage preservation are possible, and inspired the 1972 World Heritage 
Convention and the creation of the World Heritage Committee. The 
World Heritage system has brought awareness, financial assistance, and 
protection to sites that would have otherwise been lost to time or other 
forces. In an increasingly divided world, places that remind us of our 
shared heritage become even more important, and they should be 
protected by the international community. 
53 Christoph Brumann, “Anthropological Utopia, Closet Eurocentrism, 
and Culture Chaos in the UNESCO World Heritage Arena,” Anthropological 
Quarterly 91, no. 4 (2018): 1210. 
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COSMOLOGICAL MODELS AND THE CHRISTIAN FAITH IN 
JOHN MILTON’S PARADISE LOST 
By Jacob R. Taylor 
In John Milton’s time, the mid-17th century, 
there was intense debate over the order of the universe. 
Though the medieval image of nature seemed to be 
quaint and unfit for the new astronomy of Copernicus, 
Bruno, Galileo, and (soon) Newton, Milton includes it 
in his epic Paradise Lost. But more than merely 
including, he showcases the medieval. Milton invokes Dante. He writes 
in the medieval picture of the universe as his foremost cosmological 
structure. He does this because his natural philosophy, the way he sees 
the intelligible world around him and orders into a communicable form, 
is driven by the primacy and singularity of the Christian faith. The 
Christian faith endures though modern science crumbled the medieval 
model. The faith of the Church is not tied to one singular cosmology or 
natural theology. It is the primary science and the ultimate philosophy. It 
is the singularity at the center of the human mind and experience. Christ 
is the fountain of wisdom from which all rivers of human wisdom, 
understanding, and knowledge flow. Pouring out from this heart is 
whatever model is most fitting, which is therefore the best explanation up 
until now of the way the natural world appears to be and work.1 In all 
that ambiguity about the revolutions of the spheres of power, heavenly 
and earthly, this singularity of Christ triumphs over the multiplicity of 
those cosmological models. It elucidates them, reorders them, and 
transforms them. Though Milton writes with three astronomies, the 
Copernican, Epicurean, and Ptolemaic, he emphasizes that the faith is a 
far surpassing beginning than any astronomical remodeling. In the epic, 
Milton describes the universe in these models as both narrator and 
through characters like Raphael and Michael. It is primarily through 
1 “To save the appearances.” –Plato 
John Milton
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these angelic servants of God that he admonishes humans to seek faith 
and obedience first, then to pursue a model of the scientific knowledge 
informed by that faith. 
Lovejoy, Tillyard, Lewis, Curry, and Svendson are all 20th 
century ‘modern’ scholars who argue for Milton’s Paradise Lost to be 
understood as fundamentally informed by medieval science. Lovejoy 
wrote the seminal work in understanding the hierarchy of the universe in 
a history of the idea called The Great Chain of Being.2 Tillyard argues 
that the early modern era’s works are like dramas on a stage with a 
curtain of hierarchical order called The Elizabethan World Picture, and 
in The Miltonic Setting.3 This backdrop places God atop, humanity in the 
middle-earth, unformed matter or chaos at the bottom, and all manner of 
creation between those levels, each appropriate to their kinds.4 C.S. 
Lewis succinctly sums the creation of this poetic idea of The Discarded 
Image of the Heavens, the Earth, and the Inhabitants therein all properly 
ordered.5 He also writes of this in “Hierarchy” and “Conclusion” within 
his Preface to Paradise Lost.6 Interestingly, Curry argues that Milton’s 
Cosmogony, Ontology, and Physics are Milton’s own emergent theory 
arising from his conglomeration of ancient and newly emerging ideas of 
science, theology, and history.7 Svendsen defends that the relationship 
between Milton and Science is strictly medieval.8  
Calloway and Martin are two current scholars who assert that 
Milton is both a scientific reformer, thus versed in modern science, as 
2 Lovejoy, A.O., The Great Chain of Being: A Study of the History of 
an Idea. Harvard, 1936. 
3 Tillyard, E. M. W. The Elizabethan World Picture. Chatto & Windus, 
1948. Tillyard, E.M.W. The Miltonic Setting. MacMillan, 1949.  
4 Adequaetio or Felicity, a certain fittingness for each according to 
genus and species, category and slot. 
5 Lewis, C.S. The Discarded Image. Cambridge, 1964.  
6 Lewis, C. S. A Preface to Paradise Lost. Oxford University Press, 
1963. 
7 Curry, W.C. Milton’s Ontology, Cosmogony, and Physics. University 
of Kentucky Press, 1957. 
8 Svendsen, Kester. Milton and Science. Harvard, 1956. 
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well as a natural theologian who prioritizes knowing God first rather than 
grasping at a feigned God-like knowledge of nature.9 Additionally, 
Martin reassesses Svendsen’s claims of Milton being medieval in his 
science, saying that Milton is possibly the most Baconian early modern 
poet and who has been greatly misunderstood in the story of modernity.10 
Most scholars have debated whether Milton is a modern or a 
medievalist in science. That seems a false dichotomy and ignorance to 
the poetic form. The cosmological epic Paradise Lost is not concerned 
with the intellectual act of choosing Copernicus over Ptolemy. Rather, 
the story bridges the gap between the waning medieval and the waxing 
modern worlds with this natural conclusion: the faith of Christ triumphs 
over all human models and dictates what is most true.  
A certain preoccupation of modern Christian Milton scholars has 
been apologetics. They have sought to use save the historical tie of the 
faith from doubts after the revolutions of modern science and criticism 
and use Paradise Lost to do so. For instance, J.E. Duncan’s work 
Milton’s Earthly Paradise is written to defend the historicity of Eden, 
and not to describe faith in Christ as contained in a storied tradition of 
the virtues and practices of a people from Genesis to Revelation.11  
Paradise Lost is fundamentally an epistemological epic. It deals 
with questions of questions, inquiry into inquiry itself, and knowledge 
about knowledge. Adam’s discussions with Raphael and Michael and the 
irony of plot pieces like Satan’s stealing into the garden under the angel 
Uriel’s nose all depend on characters possessing differing degrees of 
9 Calloway, Katherine. “ ‘His Footstep Trace’: the Natural Theology of 
Paradise Lost.” Milton Studies. Vol. 55. ed. Laura L. Knoppers. Dunquesne 
University Press, 2014. 
10 Martin, Catherine Gimelli. “ ‘What if the Sun Be the Centre to the 
World?’ Milton’s Epistemology, Cosmology, and Paradise of Fools 
Reconsidered.” Modern Philology. Vol. 99, No. 2. The University of Chicago 
Press, 2001.  
11 Duncan, J.E. Milton’s Earthly Paradise. University of Minnesota 
Press, 1972. For this sentence I am indebted to Alasdair MacIntyre and Stanley 
Hauerwas. MacIntyre’s After Virtue and Three Rival Versions of Moral Enquiry 
are the works that informed me most. 
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knowledge. But the epic is not filled with fruitless inquiry. Remember 
those first lines. It is primarily “Of Man’s first disobedience, and the 
fruit,” and this fruit is the fruit of knowledge of good and evil (1.1). The 
fruit signifies the grasp of humans at Godlike knowledge against His 
will. The grasp initiates the fall “till our greater Man / Restore us, and 
regain the blissful seat” (1.4-5). From the starting block the epic is 
sprinting forward in a story of redemption based on the faith of the 
Redeemer who is Christ. The sequel will be Paradise Regained. 
Knowledge is all relativized to the theme of obedience and faithfulness. 
Leaving behind the passages of Satan’s rebellious fall, the next 
emphases on proper knowledge or science come in the passages of 
Adam. Instead of grasping at this knowledge against God’s will, Milton 
says that the humans should, “sleep on…happiest, if ye seek / no happier 
state, and know to know no more” (4.771-773). Adam and Eve are 
already in their most blissful state of natural and heavenly knowledge. 
They should not seek any more than what is already appropriately given 
to them. They are called to be first and foremost obedient and faithful, 
not contemplators of the heavens and the earth.  
When that time for contemplation comes, Adam is not in sin, but 
he does surpass what is good by asking too much from Raphael. Before 
the fall, Adam seems to be grasping at knowledge (like at the fruit) in his 
inquiry to Raphael. Rather than describing Adam as grasping though, 
Milton describes Adam as asking the right person—a servant of God, 
“the empyreal minister,” in the right setting—Eden before the fall in the 
presence of God (5.460). Adam asks Raphael what order are created 
things under? He focuses on cosmological and astronomical knowledge 
because these are the heights of scientific and philosophical inquiry in 
Milton’s day. The result is that Raphael exhorts Adam to “be found 
obedient, and retain / unalterably his love entire, / whose progeny you 
are” (5.501-3). Adam responds to the “Favourable Spirit, propitious 
guest,” by thanking the angel for teaching “the way that might direct / 
Our knowledge, and the scale of nature set / From center to 
circumference; whereon, / In contemplation of created things / By steps 
we may ascend to God” (5.507-512). It does seem to be possible for 
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knowledge to form stepping-stones for ascending to God. Adam believes 
in the hierarchy in the scale of nature. Raphael doesn’t affirm or deny 
this truth, he allows Adam to inquire and wonder. Raphael’s most 
important words to Adam are: “to love or not; in this we stand or fall” 
(5.540). Raphael tells Adam that although he would like to know the 
secrets of the Heavens and the Earth and what’s between, what comes 
first is faith in loving obedience to God. 
After Raphael recounts the wars of heaven and hell, Adam’s 
inquiry “Led on, yet sinless, with desire to know / what nearer might 
concern him, how this world / Of Heaven and Earth conspicuous first 
began; when, and whereof created; for what cause” (7.61-64). To this 
question of first causes, reminiscent of a classical philosophical 
challenge of causes,12 Raphael responds to Adam to pursue not the 
causes of the Heavens and the Earth, “yet what thou canst attain, which 
best may serve / to glorify the Maker” is to have  
Of knowledge within bounds; beyond, abstain to ask; 
nor let thine own inventions hope  
things not revealed, which the invisible King,  
Only Omniscient, hath suppressed in night; 
To none communicable in Earth or Heaven: 
Enough is left besides to search and know. 
But knowledge is as food, and needs no less 
Her temperance over appetite, to know 
In measure what the mind may well contain; 
Oppress else with surfeit, and soon turns 
Wisdom to folly, as nourishment to wind (7.120-130) 
Knowledge then should be limited for humans. Scientific inquiry should 
stop at a certain point. There is a virtue of temperance or moderation 
involved in inquiry. What Raphael relates then is the knowledge of good 
and evil, not the knowledge of hubristic contemplation. The primary 
12 Aristotle, Aquinas, etc. 
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things that Adam and Eve should know are not the first causes of things, 
but rather the faith and obedience and love. 
When Adam inquires why the nobler body, the Sun, revolves 
around the inferior earth, he is invoking a classical-medieval idea of 
hierarchy of nature. Raphael does not accuse Adam of reaching by 
asking, but he does turn him back to what is more important. Raphael 
uses the overt example of astronomical models to argue for faith first, 
then a fitting model of the universe. 
Whether Heaven move or Earth, 
Imports not, if thou reckon right; the rest  
From Man or Angel the great Architect  
Did wisely to conceal, and not divulge 
His secrets to be scanned by them who ought  
Rather admire; … 
Hereafter; when they come to model Heaven 
And calculate the stars, how they will wield 
The mighty frame; how build, unbuild, contrive 
To save appearances; how gird the sphere 
With centric and eccentric scribbled o’er, 
Cycle and epicycle, orb in orb: (8.70-75,79-84) 
Here Raphael makes clear reference to the Ptolemaic system when he 
says cycle, epicycle, centric, and eccentric. He says that it will be foolish 
for humans when they think they’ve capture all of knowledge of the 
cosmos into a single model under one man’s name. Raphael suggests 
“What if the sun / be center to the world” just to show Adam that either 
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way the revolution goes, what is more important than the cosmological 
model of the day is the faith (8.122). Raphael advises Adam afterwards 
to “solicit not thy thought with matters hid; / leave them to God above; 
him serve, and fear!” (8.168-170). Instead, “wherever placed, let him 
dispose; joy thou / in what he gives to thee, this Paradise / And thy fair 
Eve;” (8.171-173). Raphael wants Adam to focus on the practical 
virtuous life. He wants Adam to focus on the gifts God has given him: 
the middle-earth appropriate to his thoughts, the gift of Eve, the fruits of 
the earth and labor, the pleasure of God’s Edenic presence with him. For 
humans, “Heaven is for thee too high / to know what passes there; be 
lowly wise: / think only what concerns thee, and thy being;” (8.168-175). 
Humanity is exhorted by Milton to focus on the daily, to descend to the 
particulars of love and obedient faith. Adam agrees with Raphael, 
knowing how “apt the mind or fancy is to rove” (8.188). Instead of 
clouded speculation, he affirms that “to know / that which before us lies 
in daily life, / is the prime wisdom: What is more, is fume, / or 
emptiness, or fond impertinence: / and renders us, in thing that most 
concern, / unpracticed, unprepared, and still to seek.” (8.192-197). Adam 
and Raphael come to unanimity in their dialogue that what is firstly 
important before astronomy and physics and biology and all other forms 
of scientific revolution is the faith. 
 Adam’s seven actions after God creates him may be paralleled to 
God’s seven acts of creation and thus model the proper mode in which 
humans should imitate God in inquiry and knowledge. First of all, Adam 
sets his gaze to the heavens, responding to God’s speaking of light into 
being (8.257). Then, he springs instinctually into upright posture, 
ordering himself heavenward in body too (8.260). Third, he surveys all 
the earth’s beauty of creation and creatures (8.261-3). Next, he is filled 
with joy overflowing in his heart (8.266). Fifth, he examines himself 
totally (8.268). Sixth, like the day of his creation by God, Adam speaks, 
now imitating God in the use of words (8.272). He names all the 
creatures and acknowledges his creator (8.278-9). Finally he rests in 
“gentle sleep” like God does on the seventh day until he sees God in his 
dream (8.289). God tells him of all Paradise, exhorts Adam to obey, and 
elevates Adam to his proper place in creation. 
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After the fall, Michael restores Adam to proper knowledge. 
Adam says of his second angelic dialogue in Book 12 that “Greatly-
instructed” he “shall hence depart; / greatly in peace of thought; and have 
[his] fill / Of knowledge, what this vessel can contain / Beyond which 
was [his] folly to aspire.” (12.558-561). Adam concludes his thoughts 
with penetrating self-awareness and conviction of the first principles of 
knowledge: 
Henceforth I learn, that to obey is best, 
And love with fear the only God; to walk 
As in his presence…taught this by his example, whom I now  
Acknowledge my Redeemer ever blest” (12.562-564, 572-573). 
Adam acknowledges Christ first. He accepts the story of the Scriptures 
that Michael gives to him as explaining all future history. He comes to 
terms with what is proper to his kind. He accepts his place within the 
model of hierarchy that places him below God and above creation. He 
affirms that obedience and faith is better than all the folly that he aspired 
to know of the causes of the heavens and the earth in his dialogue with 
Raphael. 
Michael confirms Adam’s conclusions with his final exhortation 
to proper behavior and knowledge in the response to the fall. Michael’s 
final words to Adam are that “this having learned, thou hast attained the 
sum of wisdom” (12.575-576). He tells man to “hope no higher, though 
all the stars / thou knewest by name, and all the ethereal powers, all the 
secrets of the deep, all Nature’s works, or works of God in Heaven, air, 
earth, or sea” (12.576-579). He tells Adam to add to this knowledge 
“Deeds to thy knowledge answerable; add faith, / add virtue, patience, 
temperance” (12.582-584). He does not prevent the pursuit of scientific 
knowledge. Rather, he emphasizes what is most important about a model 
of understanding the universe for Adam. He argues to “add love, / By 
name to come called charity, the soul / of all the rest: then wilt thou not 
be loth / to leave this Paradise, but shalt possess / A Paradise within thee, 
happier far” (12.584-587). Michael helps Adam conclude that the goal of 
knowledge is to be good like God in the way that is proper for man: 
obedience in faithful love.  
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The story that Michael tells Adam ultimately ends with the 
account of the redeeming faith of the Son. In this denouement, Michael 
exhorts Adam to remain faithful foremost, though he had stood at the 
pinnacle of knowledge, on the height of speculation even with the angels. 
Milton dually saves us from ignorance and hubristic speculation. He 
reminds that the faith is at the cor of all knowledge. And he reminds us 
through Raphael and Michael’s dialogues with Adam that according to 
our nature as human images of God in the fellowship of the angels, we 
will inquire. To be unfaithful, disobedient, and prideful, and especially 
with knowledge, is the ultimate sin against God, others, and self. What 
matters is how, what, who, where, when, and why we ask. Adam asks 
before the fall, in the ultimate unmediated dwelling of God and his 
servants in creation together. He inquires in complete humble submission 
in order to know Truth, to understand God’s creation to praise and 
worship God. And where his inquiry borders on hubris, Raphael advises 
Adam to what we should do in the face of revolutionary science: be 
faithful, then believe the best model of the world around you. 
Milton writes in the crucible between medieval and modern. 
Calloway describes this early modern period as a time when natural 
philosophers like Bacon and Boyle were in intense debate over the form 
in which inquiry should be done.13 The great question was whether 
humans should seek knowledge of God or God-like knowledge as the 
first things.14 Not only were philosophers questioning this, but 
everywhere medieval science was unravelling. Questioning the authority 
of Aristotle in the theological arena transferred to the scientific. Nowhere 
was this more evident than in the revolution in astronomy over the 
Ptolemaic-Aristotelian synthesis. Into his great work, Milton 
incorporates questioning of the accepted medieval cosmological model 
and new ones, but faith is the crux of his work and the heart of its 
conclusion. The medieval world picture is still the best one for the poet. 
13 Calloway, Katherine. “ ‘His Footstep Trace’: the Natural Theology 
of Paradise Lost.” Milton Studies. Vol. 55. ed. Laura L. Knoppers. Dunquesne 
University Press, 2014. 53-85. 
14 Calloway, “ ‘His Footstep Trace’: the Natural Theology of Paradise 
Lost,” 56. 
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It was handed down to Milton through the seminal works until his time. 
It posits a hierarchical order to all of creation. Milton chooses to write in 
“The Discarded Image,” “The Elizabethan World Picture,” “The Great 
Chain of Being.” This model was what worked best with Milton’s faith, 
the Puritain-Arian-Christian faith of the great English poet. The 
denouement of Books 11 and 12 is where Michael admonishes that what 
matters most in inquiry is faith. The story of Scripture informs a tradition 
of virtues and practices of the people who are the Church. Thus, the 
divine conclusion for the questioning modern is obedient faith and virtue. 
The Model is just the best conception we have of the natural world that 
saves the appearances and follows the faith. When the faith that Paradise 
Lost argues for is understood as a storied tradition of virtues and 
practices of a people, the faith triumphs as the resolute conclusion 
whereby Adam and Eve don’t depart like Masaccio had them in despair, 
but standing and walking firmly in the faith they have received to see 
that  
The world was all before them, where to choose  
Their place of rest, and Providence their guide:  
They, hand in hand, with wandering steps and slow, 
Through Eden took their solitary way. (12.646-649) 
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PSALMODY, SHAPE NOTES, AND SANKEY: THE EVOLUTION 
OF PROTESTANT AMERICAN HYMNODY IN THE 19
TH
 
CENTURY 
 
By Paul T. Anderson 
 
At the beginning of the nineteenth century, churches were 
attempting to overcome a crisis occurring with their singing. The most 
common type of singing was psalmody, or setting the psalms to music, 
and it had gradually deteriorated to a state that was hardly recognizable 
as music.  In some places, only a handful of tunes existed, and all songs 
were sung to these melodies.  Without musical ability or songbooks, 
leaders used a technique called “lining-out” in which they read a line of 
the text and the congregation sang it back.  The lyrics came straight from 
the Bible, and with little musical ability, emotion was a negligible part of 
the singing.1  With improvements in the lyrics, rhythms, emotional 
appeal, and overall quality of hymns, nineteenth century Protestant 
American hymnody evolved from crude psalmody to gospel songs with 
influences from the American frontier, new denominations, and the 
African-American spiritual.   
To address some of the problems of psalmody, new composers 
began translating and rearranging lyrics to make them more appealing. 
New melodies and harmonies became more complex, while the musical 
literacy of the general populace had declined.  This left only a select few 
participants in “singing schools” as a de facto choir.  Debates about part 
division by gender and about folk and classical pieces drove the 
publication of a plethora of hymn books.  The 1804 Christian Harmonist, 
published by Samuel Holyoke, was one of the first hymnals to be 
approved by a particular denomination, the Baptist Church. This 
 
1 William J. Reynolds and Milburn Price, A Survey of Christian 
Hymnody (Carol Stream, IL: Hope Publishing, 1999), 97. 
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approval would lead to hymnals that taught the particular tenants of an 
individual sect instead of common elements of the Christian faith.2  Such 
feuding only added to the cacophony of sound emanating from American 
churches. 
In the first few decades of the nineteenth century, church 
leaderships began to realize that the decline of singing pointed at a weak 
spot in their oversight.  Church leaderships developed techniques that 
began trends across the board that were aimed at reviving this crucial 
part of worship.  Some of these rules attempted to make singing easier. 
Leaderships sought to create music that was not too complex and could 
be easily sung, that seamlessly fit the lyrics and music of a piece 
together, and that could be sung by everyone present, although aid from a 
choir and organ were often encouraged.3  These goals for church music 
worked to lower the bar for a church to achieve good-sounding music.   
Other efforts involved educating the general populace into some 
degree of musical ability.  Frontier revival meetings began using the 
camp-meeting song, which used catchy melodies with repeating choruses 
that spread quickly within the Baptist, Methodist, and Presbyterian 
churches.4  Lowell Mason began holding music conventions in cities 
along the east coast to teach people to read music in 1834.  The teachers 
instructed their pupils to pass newly-learned skills on to other people in 
an effort to reach as many people as possible.5  Between these two 
general tactics, churches aimed at a resurgence of musical value in 
worship. 
2 Robert G. McCutchan, “American Church Music Composers of the 
Early Nineteenth Century,” Church History 4, no. 3 (Sept. 1933): 146, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3159846. 
3 John Ogasapian, Church Music in America, 1620-2000 (Macon, GA: 
Mercer University Press, 2007), 126. 
4 Reynolds and Price, 104. 
5 McCutchan, 150. 
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Another method of learning music, closely associated with the 
camp-meeting song, that emerged in the early years of the century was 
the shape note system.  This notation style replaces the simple round 
heads on music notes with shapes, each one denoting a different pitch.  
Shape note singing is such a basic form of learning music that people 
could quickly become fluent and even attain great skill at singing.6  
While many variations within this style emerged, the basic idea remained 
the same.  The biggest difference that arose within the shape note school 
was the number of shapes, and therefore note names, utilized.   
One system, an import from Europe most popular before 1839, 
used only four notes: “fa,” “sol,” “la,” and “mi.” To correspond better to 
the seven-note major scale of western music, composers sometimes used 
“fa,” “sol,” and “la” twice, with “mi” as the highest pitch.  Thus, this 
system was often referred to as “fasola” singing.7  Other composers used 
a seven-note system, where each of the musical notes (“do,” “re,” “mi,” 
“fa,” “sol,” “la,” and “si”) had their own shape.  The balance of 
popularity tipped in 1839 toward this system, in part because the seven-
note system was favored by Lowell Mason.8  While shape note singing 
became wildly popular for a time, it eventually experienced a decline, 
particularly in the northern parts of the United States.  This was hastened 
by the growing popularity of the seven-note system over fasola singing, 
because the differences between shape notes and traditional notation was 
minimized.9   
However, fasola singing left a lasting impact on American 
hymnody. “New Britain,” a tune published in 1829, was published in The 
6 Ogasapian, 112. 
7 Phil D. Perrin, “Systems of Scale Notation in Nineteenth-Century 
American Tune Books,” Journal of Research in Music Education 18, no. 3 
(Autumn 1970): 257, https://www.jstor.org/stable/3344465. 
8 Ibid., 259. 
9 Perrin, 261. 
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Southern Harmony in 1835 as the setting to the most famous text by John 
Newton.  It is indelibly recognized as “Amazing Grace” even today.10  
Even as the urban areas and large eastern churches abandoned the four-
note system, teachers found it to be incredibly effective in their work on 
the frontier in the South and West.11  Additionally, fasola hymnals like 
B.F. White and E.J. King’s The Sacred Harp are still in use in the South.  
These books, which contain mostly hymns written originally in the fasola 
style, also contain works from other composers that have been adapted, 
including one from Lowell Mason, who despised the emerging Sacred 
Harp style of music.12 
In the mid-1800s, denominational groups began to grow more 
diverse, providing hymns drawn from the backgrounds of diverse 
songsters.  “He Leadeth Me” was written by Joseph Gilmore, a Baptist, 
after a lesson he delivered about the twenty-third Psalm.13  The Baptist 
Rev. Samuel Smith penned “My Country ‘Tis of Thee,” which was 
performed first on Independence Day in 1831 by a choir led by Lowell 
Mason and quickly became popular nationally.14 Mason also wrote the 
tune usually used for the hymn “Nearer My God to Thee”, as well as 
“My Faith Looks Up to Thee”, which was written by Congregationalist 
Ray Palmer.15  Presbyterians George Duffield and Edward Hopper wrote 
10 Reynolds and Price, 108. 
11 Robert Stevenson, “Protestant Music in America,” in Protestant 
Church Music: A History, ed. Friedrich Blume (London: Victor Gollancz, 
1975), 677-678. 
12 David Warren Steel, “The Styles of Sacred Harp Music,” in The 
Makers of the Sacred Harp ed. Laurie Matheson (Urbana: University of Illinois, 
2010), 50. 
13 Reynolds and Price, 114. 
14 Henry Wilder Foote, Three Centuries of American Hymnody 
(Hamden, CT: Shoe String Press, 1961), 225-227. 
15 Reynolds and Price, 114. 
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“Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus” and “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me,” 
respectively.16   
The Unitarian movement of liberal thought and reform 
contributed a number of hymns to history. Samuel Johnson and Samuel 
Longfellow published two hymnals in the mid-1800s that included the 
hymn “Lead, Kindly Light” and gave songs to the most progressive wing 
of religion in the country.17  Julia Ward Howe, a committed pacifist and 
abolitionist in Washington, D.C., wrote her most famous work to replace 
the words to the common army camp song “John Brown’s body lies a-
mouldering in the grave,” and published “The Battle Hymn of the 
Republic” in 1862.18   
John Greenleaf Whittier has an interesting place in the history of 
American hymnody, in spite of the fact that the hymns he wrote are 
rarely remembered today.  Instead, others took portions of his other 
poems and set the passages to music, and these resulting songs have 
endured more than his original works. Whittier, a Quaker, had many of 
his most famous pieces set to tunes composed by Unitarians like Johnson 
and Longfellow. English Unitarian Garrett Horder was the first to use 
Whittier’s most famous contribution to the field, “Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind,” in song.19  While Unitarians, Baptists, Methodists, and 
Congregationalists dominated the American hymn scene, other groups, 
such as the Lutherans, also wrote hymns during the mid-nineteenth 
century, though few of them are still in use, and most of them were 
heavily based on European roots. 
Perhaps the most distinct style of Christian song to be heard 
during the nineteenth century was the African-American spiritual.  Black 
Christians in America, both slave and free, tended to be predominantly 
16 Reynolds and Price, 115. 
17 Foote, 236-237. 
18 Foote, 252-253. 
19 Ibid., 256-257. 
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Baptist or Methodist.  These denominations spread during the Second 
Great Awakening and antebellum revivals largely due to their emphasis 
on emotion over the established religious structures.  These emotions 
appealed to the poor and enslaved, as did the self-identification with the 
enslaved Israelites.20  These emotions were one of the most integral parts 
of Afro-American singing and were often expressed with movement and 
shouting.21   
Another major characteristic of the spiritual is the unique 
phrasing.  Sources argue about whether the spiritual is predominately 
African in nature or merely an adaptation from white folk and camp-
meeting songs.22 However, most scholars on both sides of the debate 
agree that the distinct rhythm of the spiritual, relying heavily on the off-
beat, is African in origin.23  The call-and-response style of many 
spirituals is an adaptation of the “lining-out” psalmody practice, still 
sung in the mid-nineteenth century in parts of the South.24  Choruses of 
spirituals were often interchangeable, and could be sung to many 
different songs.  This was a practice borrowed from camp-meeting songs, 
which may have originally been contributed by the black populations at 
camp meetings.25 
The quality of the singing of black communities was often 
considered by white contemporaries to be superior to white singing.26  
The lyrics, sung in the slave dialects, often reflected the stories of the 
Israelites while also expressing a desire for liberation.27 One of the best 
20 LeRoy Moore, Jr., “The Spiritual: Soul of Black Religion,” American 
Quarterly 23, no. 5 (Nov. 1971): 660-661, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/3344465. 
21 Ogasapian, 176-177. 
22 Moore, 662. 
23 Ibid., 664-665. 
24 Stevenson, 680. 
25 Ogasapian, 179. 
26 Ibid., 173. 
27 Moore, 661. 
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examples of this sort of spiritual is “Go Down, Moses,” which contains 
the lines “Go down Moses, way down in Egypt land/Tell ole Pharaoh, let 
my people go.”28  These spirituals were the repertoire of the Jubilee 
Singers of Fisk University, who toured the United States in the 1870s, 
bringing them to the attention of new white audiences. At the same time, 
newly-freed blacks began moving away from the use of spirituals, seeing 
them as a relic of slavery, and towards the gospel song.29 
The gospel song may be the most important innovation in 
Christian singing in the mid-nineteenth century.  Just before the Civil 
War, spiritual renewal swept through the country in a tide of revivalism.  
This passion manifested in a wave of new songs.  Emerging from the 
already popular camp-meeting songs and the hymnals produced from the 
singing schools from the early parts of the century was the Sunday 
school song.  These songs were first published by William B. Bradbury 
in a number of collections between 1841 and 1867.30  Many of these 
collections were hymns that were already published, though sometimes 
in an altered state.  For instance, Bradbury published both “Sweet Hour 
of Prayer” and “He Leadeth Me” set to his own tunes.31  Sunday school 
songs tended to be less formal than the approved hymns already 
compiled in the official denominational hymnals.  These newer songs 
drew heavily on the camp-meeting songs popular earlier in the century, 
both in their popularity and in their format.  Instead of being published in 
official hymnals, they were printed in small collections meant to 
supplement the approved repertoire.32  
28 J. B. T. Marsh, The Story of the Jubilee Singers: with their songs 
(London: Hodder and Stoughton, 1877), 142, 
https://archive.org/details/jubileesi00mars. 
29 Ogasapian, 181-182. 
30 Reynolds and Price, 117. 
31 Foote, 264. 
32 Stevenson, 685. 
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Often, these Sunday school songs were written by people with 
little or no formal music education.  Bradbury’s successor was a Baptist 
with no formal music background named Robert Lowry.  Lowry penned 
the words and music to a number of hymns, including the tune for “I 
Need Thee Ev’ry Hour,” as well as both the lyrics and music for 
“Nothing but the Blood.”33  It was through the mixing of these more 
popular types of Christian songs— the camp-meeting songs, the songs 
that emerged from revival singing schools, and the beginnings of the 
Sunday school movement— that the gospel song came.   
Gospel songs are distinct from the hymns that came before them 
in a number of ways.  They were more rhythmic than most of their 
predecessors, and almost always included a chorus, which was not a 
common practice.  Their lyrics focused on the core message of the gospel 
and tended to be less theological and more vernacular.34  The list of 
names associated with the writing, performance, and spread of these 
gospel songs is incredibly long, though four names stand tall above the 
rest.  In 1874, Philip Bliss published a small collection of songs titled 
Gospel Songs, and the now-ubiquitous name is taken from this volume.35  
Bliss, a student of Bradbury, is responsible for such classics as “Let the 
Lower Lights Be Burning” and “Wonderful Words of Life.”36  
Additionally, he composed the music to H.G. Spafford’s “It Is Well with 
My Soul,” and published music with Ira Sankey.37   
Inextricably linked with the appearance of the gospel song was 
the beginning of the career of Dwight Moody, a preacher who travelled 
around the country in the mid- to late- 1800s to hold revival meetings.  
33 Reynolds and Price, 117-118. 
34 Donald P. Hustad, Jubilate!: Church Music in the Evangelical 
Tradition (Carol Stream, IL: Hope Publishing, 1981), 132. 
35 Reynolds and Price, 117-118. 
36 Ogasapian, 187. 
37 P. P. Bliss and Ira D. Sankey, Gospel Hymns No. 2 (New York: 
Biglow and Main; Cincinnati: John Church, 1876), 78, 
https://archive.org/details/hymnsno02blis. 
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He was joined in 1871 by Ira Sankey, who had worked for a number of 
years with the Young Men’s Christian Association.  Sankey acted as the 
song leader for Moody, and began publishing his own songs while the 
two were in Great Britain in the 1870s. The music of the Moody/Sankey 
campaigns achieved great renown less because of their originality of 
style and more because the emotions and style made their hymns so 
incredibly popular. Few of Sankey’s lyrical compositions remain popular 
today, though many of his tunes endure, including the melody to “The 
Ninety and Nine,” which Sankey composed on the spot at a meeting in 
Scotland.38 
Sankey also composed music for a number of hymns written by 
the fourth major gospel name, Fanny Crosby.  Blinded by poor medical 
treatment when she was only six months old, Crosby later drew on her 
blindness and her love for poetry in her songwriting.39  Over the years, 
she was calculated to have written over eight thousand hymns and 
poems.40  Among her tremendous body of work are the lyrics to “Rescue 
the Perishing” and “To God Be the Glory.”  The chorus of another of her 
songs, “Blessed Assurance,” contains the lines “This is my story, this is 
my song/Praising my Savior all the day long.”41  The heavy emotion, as 
well as the lyrical focus on the individual’s relationship with God, are 
consistent characteristics of the gospel song.42 
By the middle of the nineteenth century, as music evolved, a 
number of new debates had erupted.  Episcopalians and other liturgical 
38 Foote, 266-267. 
39 Fanny Crosby, This Is My Story, This Is My Song, retold by S. 
Trevena Jackson (Belfast: Ambassador Publications, 2003), 18. 
40 Ibid., 47. 
41 Ira D. Sankey, Gospel Hymns Nos. 5 and 6 Combined: For Use in 
Gospel Meetings and Other Religious Services (New York: Biglow and Main; 
Cincinnati: John Church, 1876), 40, 
https://archive.org/details/gospelhymn5600sank.  
42 Reynolds and Price, 121. 
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denominations pushed back against popular forms of congregational 
singing in favor of more dignified hymns performed by a quartet or boys’ 
choir.43  Others, such as Alexander Campbell and the Disciples of Christ, 
pushed back against the growing use of organs and other mechanical 
instruments in worship in favor of congregational a cappella singing.44  
They emphasized focus on the elements of worship found in the New 
Testament, which notably did not include instruments.  Arguing against 
the idea that instruments were beneficial additions to worship, Campbell 
wrote in the Millennial Harbinger, “to all spiritually-minded Christians, 
such aids would be as a cow bell in a concert.”45 
By the end of the century, American church music was almost 
unrecognizable from its origins in psalmody.  The popular gospel songs 
dominated evangelical churches, while more traditional hymns continued 
to be written by liturgical churches.  The lyrical makeup of hymns, as 
well as the format and complexity, varied widely, which led to a wide 
range of expressed emotions.  The twentieth century continued to bring 
new religious movements, which resulted in the massive diversity of 
Christian music that is evident across all genres of music.  
Simultaneously, the legacy of spirituals, gospel songs, and Sacred Harp 
singing can still be heard in churches across the country. 
43 Stevenson, 684-686. 
44 David W. Music, Instruments in Church: A Collection of Source 
Documents (Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 1998), 145. 
45 Alexander Campbell, “Instrumental Music,” Millennial Harbinger 
Series IV 1, no. 1 (Dec. 1851): 581-2, https://www.jstor.org/stable/3344465. 
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The photograph depicted here is the classic hymn “Amazing Grace” in shape 
notes. Interestingly, “Amazing Grace” was published as “New Britain” in an 
1847 publication of Southern Harmony. 
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(Top) This photograph was taken by an unknown photographer and depicts farm 
machinery which was buried in a barnyard by dirt during a dust storm in Dallas, 
South Dakota in May 1936.  
(Bottom) Image courtesy 
of Arthur Rothstein. This 
photograph was taken in 
April 1936 and depicts a 
father and his two sons 
walking toward an 
outbuilding in a dust 
storm in Cimarron 
County, Oklahoma.
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“A POOR MAN’S HEAVEN”: HOW DENOMINATIONAL 
GROWTH AND CHANGE REFLECTS THE SPREAD OF OKIE 
CULTURE IN CALIFORNIA 
By Kaylee J. Rice
Churches." American Journal of Sociology 49, no. 4 (1944): 348-
55. The San Joaquin Valley of California may be in the heart of the state,
but it is distinctively different from the rest of California. The landscape
is agricultural, the radio plays country music, the people speak with a
southern accent, and the churches are largely made up of evangelical
Protestants. In many ways, the Central Valley resembles Arkansas and
Oklahoma more than it does California. This is largely due to the mass
migration that followed the Dust Bowl, when hundreds of thousands of
Okies moved from the windblown plains states to the land of promise in
the west. Throughout the Great Depression, they struggled to gain
footing in California as they were rejected by society. Like any cultural
group, they found different methods of coping, specifically within the
confines of one of their most long-lasting cultural contributions: the
evangelical Protestant church. Their adjustment to California society can
be traced through the history of these institutions, especially within
certain denominations. The expansion of certain denomination in
California reflects three of the ways that southwesterners adjusted to
their new home:  by spreading their own culture, by forming their own
communities, and by adapting their old ways of life to fit their new
circumstances.
The suffering of the Great Depression was both deep and 
widespread. Most historians estimate that that by 1933, one-fourth of 
Americans were unemployed, and it was estimated that over 34 million 
people had no income at all.1 This suffering was perhaps most severe for 
the farmers who endured the Dust Bowl on the great plains of the United 
1 D.J. Tice, Minnesota’s Twentieth Century: Stories of Extraordinary 
Everyday People (Minneapolis:  University of Minnesota Press, 1999):  75. 
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States. While the rest of the country watched their banks close and their 
savings disappear, these farmers saw the land which was their home and 
livelihood dry up and blow away. Many of these families were left with 
nothing except the opportunity to do what Americans have always done 
when times get hard:  move west. 
Just like the Great Depression, the Dust Bowl had its roots in the 
economic boom of the first part of the 20th century. During and after 
World War I, crop prices shot up across the nation due to high demand. 
The crop in highest demand was wheat, and so many farmers on the 
plains took advantage of this opportunity and plowed up the native short 
prairie grasses to plant wheat instead.2 For about a decade, this decision 
was incredibly profitable. Ten years of above-average rainfall coincided 
with the rise in the price of wheat, making the prairies of the western 
South the perfect place to grow the cash crop of the 1920s. For example, 
in western Kansas, the heart of the wheat belt, average yearly rainfall is 
18.09 inches a year; but in the years leading up to the Great Depression, 
yearly averages hovered around 19.97 inches—almost two inches above 
the normal average.3 This made conditions unusually favorable for 
growing wheat, encouraging farmers to plow up even more prairie 
grasses and plant even more wheat. Unknowingly, they were setting 
themselves up for an even greater disaster when the rains stopped and the 
economy crashed. 
Drought cycles have always been part of the ecology of the 
western South (a region also called the southwest, and usually defined as 
Arkansas, Oklahoma, Missouri, and parts of Texas and Kansas), but the 
one that hit in 1930 was particularly ill-timed. That year, right after the 
stock market crashed, rain levels fell dramatically and did not reach 
 
2 Pamela Riney-Kehrberg, "In God We Trusted, in Kansas We 
Busted.....Again," Agricultural History 63, no. 2 (1989): 191-192. 
3 Ibid. 
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normal levels again until 1939.4 This decade was marked by unusually 
high temperatures paired with disastrously low rainfall. For example, 
average rainfall in western Kansas fell to 15.25 inches a year throughout 
the decade, with the low being 11.14 inches of rain in 1934.5 Without 
adequate rainfall, the wheat could not hold down the soil like the native 
grasses could, and the Great Plains experienced massive soil erosion and 
horrible dust storms. The worst of these occurred on April 14, 1935, 
when the swirling dust turned the sky so dark that it became known as 
“Black Sunday.”6 
For those who lived through it, the Dust Bowl was the pinnacle 
of hopelessness and terror. One resident of Kansas wrote that “the 
prairies in all directions must be a seething, swirling world of dust . . . . 
The darkness and stillness are intense. This is the ultimate darkness, so 
must come the end of the world.”7 Woody Guthrie, a resident of western 
Texas who would later become a voice for Dust Bowl migrants as a 
famous folk singer in California also described the dust storms, saying 
“when the dust kept whistling down the line blacker and more of it, there 
was plenty of everything sick, and mad, and mean, and worried.”8 
But the dust storms were only part of the unfortunate 
amalgamation of disaster that led so many residents of the western South 
to migrate to California. In an effort to help farmers affected by the dust 
storms, Congress passed the Agricultural Adjustment Act in 1933 as part 
of the New Deal. It offered subsidies to farmers who agreed to take 
portions of their farmland out of production, in an effort to bring crop 
prices back up. As a result, by the end of the 1930s, the amount of land 
4 Ronald D. Cohen,  Depression Folk: Grassroots Music and Left-Wing 
Politics in 1930s America (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 
2016):  87-88.  
5 Riney-Kehrberg, 188. 
6 Cohen, 88. 
7Riney-Kehrberg, 187. 
8 Cohen, 88. 
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being worked in the cotton belt had shrunk from 25 million acres to 12.5 
million acres—a 50% difference.9 This may have seemed like a good 
idea in theory, but in practice, it was fatal to the economy of the Dust 
Bowl states. This was because most of these states (60% of farms in 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Texas) operated off of the tenant farming 
system—a system somewhere in between sharecropping and ordinary 
leasing, where farmers relied on the owners of the land for equipment, 
and used their crops to pay a portion of their rent.10 In this system, when 
the government incentivized landowners for not farming their land, they 
responded by evicting many their tenant farmers, who were no longer 
necessary. This left the poorest contingent of that society homeless and 
unemployed.11 
The state governments tried to offer some help in terms of relief 
payments, but when the state economies were so bad already, there was 
very little that they could do. With over 20% of the region’s population 
collecting relief payments during the trough years of 1934-1935, relief 
payments were still less than half of the national average.12 Under these 
conditions, many families had to move away from their homes in order 
to survive. 
The result was the Dust Bowl migration, in which 350,000-
400,000 Americans moved from the heartland to California, mostly to 
the San Joaquin Valley.13 This movement has been recorded and 
stereotyped in popular culture multiple times, most notably in John 
Steinbeck’s The Grapes of Wrath. Although these stereotypes and 
9 James N. Gregory, American Exodus:  The Dust Bowl Migration and 
Okie Culture in California (Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1989):  11-12.  
10 Gregory, American Exodus, 11-12. 
11 Ibid. 
12 Ibid. 
13 Gregory, James N.  “Dust Bowl Legacies:  The Okie Impact on 
California, 1939-1989.”  California History, 68, no. 3 (1989):  76. 
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dramatizations are not always accurate, the Dust Bowl migration was 
distinct from other mass migrations in several key ways. 
First of all, the Dust Bowl migration was different because it was 
completely domestic; it was a movement of Americans moving to a 
different region of America. It was also somewhat homogenous. For 
example, 95% of the Dust Bowl migrants were white.14 The Dust Bowl 
migration was also different from most domestic migrations in that only 
53% of the migrants were male.15 Ordinarily, migrations are much more 
heavily male than female, because they often consist of single men, or 
husbands and fathers who move temporarily to find work. However, the 
economic and environmental catastrophes that ignited the Dust Bowl 
migration left families with nowhere to live and nowhere to turn, so 
almost all the migrants moved as families rather than as individuals.16 
For this same reason, the population was also skewed toward the younger 
end of the spectrum, with 60% of the adult migrants being under the age 
of 35.17 
That being said, the term “Dust Bowl migration” is in some ways 
a misnomer, and many of the stereotypes associated with it are untrue. 
Dust Bowl scholar James N. Gregory points out that there really was no 
Dust Bowl mass migration, since technically speaking, dust storms only 
hit a small strip of the wheat belt that was sparsely populated anyway: 
specifically, the Dust Bowl region is only a small area of land touching 
parts of Kansas, Texas, Oklahoma, and Colorado.18 In reality, those who 
historians typically term “Dust Bowl migrants” were largely from 
Oklahoma, Arkansas, Missouri and Texas, which is why these migrants 
received the derogatory nickname “Okies,” regardless of which state they 
were from. These states were greatly affected by droughts and suffered 
14 Gregory, American Exodus, 17. 
15 Ibid. 
16 Gregory, American Exodus, 17. 
17 Ibid. 
18 Ibid, 11.  
Tenor of Our Times 
110 
economically, but were not generally a part of the dust storm 
phenomenon.19 Many scholars, including Gregory, attribute the 
misnomer to journalists who heard about the dust storms, saw the 
migration, and conflated the two issues.20 
It is also important to note that this migration was not a trend 
limited to the Great Depression. Census records show that about 250,000 
people from this region migrated to California in the 1920s, as compared 
to the 350,000-400,000 who came during the Great Depression. This 
number was drastically eclipsed by the 600,000-700,000 who came 
during World War II to work in the defense industry.21 If anything, the 
Dust Bowl migration was a continuation of a pattern rather than a sudden 
upheaval. 
The stereotype of all migrants as poor farmers from Oklahoma 
(like the Judd family in The Grapes of Wrath) was also largely untrue. 
Only 43% of migrants were involved in agricultural labor immediately 
prior to their migration, and one in six was some sort of proprietor or 
white-collar worker.22 Although many who moved were desperate 
farmers cast into poverty by an unfortunate combination of 
circumstances, there were plenty of people from other professions who 
also suffered from the economy’s collapse and saw in California an 
opportunity for a better life. 
This desire for a better life led them to California. Ever since the 
Gold Rush of 1849, California had enjoyed a reputation as the place 
where people went to make their fortunes. The media of the times 
influenced this reputation as well. Times may have been tough during the 
Great Depression, but for the most part, anyone who could afford it 
continued to go to the movies, and these movies often painted California 
19 Gregory, American Exodus, 11. 
20 Ibid. 
21 Ibid. 
22 Gregory, American Exodus, 15. 
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as a lush paradise, promoting the concept of the “California Dream.”23 
One song popular among Dust Bowl migrants referred to the San Joaquin 
Valley as a “poor man’s heaven.”24 
Although not all migrants found their paradise in California, this 
reputation had some truth from an economic standpoint. During the mid-
1930s, California was actually experiencing something that was 
unprecedented for the Great Depression—a shortage of labor. A portion 
California’s agricultural labor population had recently been repatriated to 
Mexico due to more strict enforcement of immigration laws, so there was 
a need for agricultural workers growing one of the crops the Okies knew 
best: cotton.25 Many migrants doubtless shared the sentiment of Tom 
Palmer, who relocated to California in 1936, when he said “I knew if 
there was cotton to pick, I wouldn’t starve to death.”26 This familiar crop 
is what first led many migrants to the San Joaquin Valley, the region of 
California most associated with the Dust Bowl migration. 
Even for those who were not looking for agricultural work, 
California held certain incentives. California had a per capita income that 
was about 40% above the national average. Even though unemployment 
was high (29% in 1933), it recovered quickly once New Deal programs 
took effect, and living conditions there were generally better than in the 
rest of the country.27  The relief system was also better—for example, 
1933 and after, the California State Relief Administration gave checks of 
about $40 a month to a family of four (if they were eligible and 
unemployed) which was at least double what was available in most other 
areas.28 These higher relief payments gave families the reassurance that 
even if it took them a while to find work, they would be taken care of, 
which helped to mitigate some of the risks of moving across the country. 
23 Gregory, American Exodus, 20. 
24 Ibid.  
25 Ibid. 
26 Ibid, 25. 
27 Gregory, American Exodus, 21. 
28 Ibid, 25. 
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This influx of families looking for seasonal agricultural work 
created a problem in California as the state government struggled with 
how to deal with these large numbers of impoverished and somewhat 
nomadic people. In 1935, Paul Taylor, who was Field Director for the 
California Division of Rural Rehabilitation, and his wife Dorothea 
Lange, who was a photographer, surveyed, documented, and 
photographed living conditions at the roadside camps where migrants 
lived when they could find nowhere else to go.29 Lange’s photographs 
quickly became some of the most iconic images from the Dust Bowl and 
the Great Depression.30 This survey also inspired Taylor to ask the State 
Emergency Relief Administration for $140,000 to build 40 migrant labor 
camps in California.31 The state approved his request, and in September 
of 1935, construction began on the first two camps, one in Arvin and one 
in Marysville.32 
The construction of these camps presented a unique challenge, 
because the goal was to provide cheap but livable housing to a work 
force with a high turnover rate, since agricultural workers tended to 
follow whatever crop was in season next. To solve this problem, “FSA 
designers devised an overarching formal typology: a permanent 
institutional core surrounded by impermanent dwellings.”33 For example, 
the Arvin camp opened in December of 1935, and was composed of 96 
tent spaces, a building equipped with laundry sinks, a building that 
doubled as an office and community center, a small building that 
29 Greg Hise, "From Roadside Camps to Garden Homes: Housing and 
Community Planning for California's Migrant Work Force, 1935-1941," 
Perspectives in Vernacular Architecture 5 (1995): 245.   
30 Dorothea Lange and Paul Schuster Taylor,  An American Exodus:  A 
Record of Human Erosion in the Thirties   (New Haven:  Yale University Press, 
1969). 
31 Hise, 245. 
32 Ibid. 
33 Hise, 245. 
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functioned as a first aid center and nursery, and a house for the federally 
employed camp manager.34  
Life at these camps was far from luxurious, but it did come with 
many benefits. The government provided clean water and wood for 
heating and cooking, as well as free medical care that ran the spectrum 
from basic first aid, to classes in preventative care, to well-baby and 
well-child clinics.35 There was also a community aspect to these camps 
that was very attractive to the wandering Okies who had left their homes 
behind. The camp managers often organized community events such as 
“sings,” baseball games, and dances; additionally, there were seasonal 
activities, such as Christmas parties for the children.36  
Besides just providing a place to live and some semblance of 
comfort while they lived there, part of the design of the migrant labor 
camps was to help the migrants get back on their feet economically. 
Workers were allowed to develop small business and advertise in camp 
newspapers. If they were there for a while, they were allowed to grow 
vegetables on small garden plots.37 Camp managers also did their best to 
mediate between the migrant laborers as California’s lowest social class 
and the landowners as its highest social class.  They had administrative 
workers help the laborers secure jobs with local growers, and even 
occasionally settled disputes with their employers, such as arguments 
over unfair weight and measure systems.38 It was a system designed to 
help migrants make gradual economic improvements until they would 
not need to live at the camps, and it worked.39 The Okies were soon 
34 Brian Q. Cannon, "Keep on A-Goin’: Life and Social Interaction in a 
New Deal Farm Labor Camp," Agricultural History 70, no. 1 (1996): 6. 
35 Ibid, 6-9. 
36 Ibid, 11. 
37 Ibid. 
38 Cannon, 11-12. 
39 Gregory, “Dust Bowl Legacies,” 78. 
Tenor of Our Times 
114 
integrated into society in the San Joaquin Valley, while still maintaining 
a distinct subculture of their own. 
This subculture has manifested itself in various ways over the 
years. One of the more subtle distinctions is restaurants and food 
preferences; for example, restaurants in the San Joaquin Valley tend to 
serve more southern dishes, such as chicken fried steak. Dr. Pepper is 
also more popular in this area than either Coke or Pepsi, which is another 
trademark of the western South.40 
There is also a unique political climate in the San Joaquin 
Valley. One scholar, Ronald D. Cohen, has described it by saying 
“Southern California had deep political fissures between a growing 
conservative movement and the left- wing alliance of labor unions, 
Communist and Socialist Party members, and others on the liberal-
left.”41 The Conservative element has expressed itself through “Plain-
Folk Americanism,” a political philosophy that is stereotypical of Okie 
thought. This viewpoint rests on the principle that the ordinary working 
class of people is the heart and backbone of society. It emphasizes an 
individualistic, pull-yourself-up-by-your-bootstraps mentality. Plain-Folk 
Americanism also contains an element of ethnocentrism that can either 
manifest itself positively as patriotism or negatively as racism.42  
However, although the San Joaquin Valley does tend to vote 
more conservatively than California as a whole, there is a side of the 
Okie influence that has manifested itself in more left-leaning ways. Part 
of this dates back to the Farm Security Administration camps 
themselves, which were actually partially designed to facilitate 
community cooperation, organization, and negotiation. The FSA 
organizers believed that they were trying to care for the “disadvantaged 
and dispossessed labor force” who were the “casualties of unregulated 
corporatism and unrestrained capitalism.”43  
40 Gregory, “Dust Bowl Legacies,” 79. 
41 Cohen, 92. 
42 Ibid. 
43 Hise, 243. 
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The element of Okie culture that caught on the fastest in popular 
culture, however, was not their voting patterns, but their music. Gregory 
writes that country music serves as “the essential language of the Okie 
subculture,” inspiring both loyalty in transplanted southwesterners and 
spreading southwestern values to other Californian groups.44 Country 
music did not catch on immediately, though. In fact, through the 1930s, 
country music was looked down upon in California—until Hollywood 
became fascinated with cowboys later in the decade. Soon, there were 
plenty of southwestern-born film stars playing cowboys in Hollywood, 
including Bob Wills, Tex Ritter, Jimmy Wakely, Eddie Dean, Spade 
Cooley, and most famously, Gene Autry.45 
Besides the few of them who actually made careers in the 
country music industry, country music was important to Okies because it 
gave them a point of pride that was recognized by popular culture. 
Migrants from the plains states were often seen as poor, dirty wanderers 
who lacked the commitment to see their work through. This was largely 
an unfair reputation thrust upon them because of the nature of seasonal 
agricultural labor, but the fact that their reputation was undeserved did 
not do anything to mend the massive rift that split California society 
between the land workers and the landowners. Gregory writes that “what 
Frank Sinatra was to Italians, and Paul Robeson was for blacks, Gene 
Autry and Bob Wills were to Okies: standard bearers for a group looking 
for symbols of success and pride.”46 Country music singers embodied the 
California dream for migrant laborers. 
The most profound and long-lasting change that these migrants 
brought to California, however, was not politics or food or music:  it was 
religion. The San Joaquin Valley is sometimes called “The California 
Bible Belt” due to its high population of evangelical Protestants. Even 
44 Gregory, “Dust Bowl Legacies,” 80. 
45 Ibid., 81. 
46 Ibid., 82. 
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other denominations, such as the Presbyterian Church, United Church of 
Christ, American (formerly Northern) Baptist, and Lutheran have all 
picked up more fundamentalist viewpoints and revivalistic tendencies 
within the San Joaquin Valley than is typical for those denominations in 
other parts of the country.47 This is certainly partly to do with the heavy 
religious emphasis in the part of the country that the migrants came from, 
but it also has its roots in the very lack of acceptance that the Okies 
originally encountered. Gregory notes that “A migrating group does not 
just come into an already settled society and then recreate its old way of 
life. The host society leaves only certain limited venues for independent 
community life.”48 For the Okies, one of the only venues they were 
afforded was the church. 
Since the migrants were moving into a community that already 
had an established religious climate, their religious lives were in some 
ways a reaction to what they encountered in California. One common 
reaction was to switch denominations. Although many of the Okies had 
been Southern Baptist or Southern Methodist back home, these 
denominations did not officially exist in California during the Great 
Depression. This forced the migrants to switch denominations; 
interestingly, they tended to gravitate toward some and not others. Much 
of this was due to the sharp class denominationalism that existed in 
California at the time. Sociologist Walter Goldschmidt describes this 
phenomenon in his article “Class Denominationalism in Rural California 
Churches,” which analyzed how religion corresponded to social class in 
an unnamed town in rural California. The community that Goldschmidt 
analyzed was composed of eight churches that served the white 
Protestant population. He further divided these into four “nuclear” 
churches that served the established, insider group, and four “outsider” 
churches that catered primarily to migrants.49  
47 Gregory, “Dust Bowl Legacies,” 80. 
48 Ibid, 79. 
49 Walter R. Goldschmidt, "Class Denominationalism in Rural 
California Churches," American Journal of Sociology 49, no. 4 (1944): 349. 
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By looking at which occupational groups attended each 
denomination, Goldschmidt was able to identify which churches tended 
to attract the migrant population: the Church of Christ, and three 
“holiness” groups, which were the Assembly of God, the Nazarene 
church, and the Pentecostal church.50 This conclusion was understood 
and confirmed by those in both classes. One member of the socially elite 
Congregational church stated that “[Farm laborers] don't come here 
because they feel uncomfortable. They are more at home in the Church 
of Christ because it is more like their homes. They can live in a tent and 
feel comfortable there."51 This sentiment was shared by those in the 
outsider community, including one woman who stated of the nuclear 
group that “[t]hey are good members, but we are poor people and 
everybody that goes there is up-to-date.”52 In short, the migrants were 
poor and often felt out of place attending denominations which, in 
California, were attended mainly by middle-class or wealthy 
congregants. 
For these reasons, Goldschmidt directly connects this class 
denominationalism with the economy of California, which was sharply 
divided between those who owned the land and those who worked the 
land. He explains the denominational changes by saying that “in a 
society which makes overt expression of the hierarchy of its members in 
terms of traditional and invidious social values, the individual seeks the 
companionship of those who reinforce his own position.”53 In other 
words, people are more comfortable worshipping with those who belong 
to their own social class, even if they must switch denominations to do 
so. 
For some migrants who came to California, the answer to the 
denominational problem wasn’t to switch churches, but to abandon 
50 Goldschmidt, 350. 
51 Ibid., 354. 
52 Ibid. 
53 Ibid. 
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church attendance entirely. Part of this was due to the lifestyle that was 
necessary for seasonal agricultural labor. Many Okies were constantly 
moving from place to place, following whatever crop was in season, so 
that steady church attendance was impossible. This was also partially due 
to poverty. Many families were so destitute that they could not afford to 
take the time away from work to attend a worship service.54 For all of 
these reasons, California earned a reputation as a place where it was 
difficult to keep the faith. Of the population that Goldschmidt surveyed, 
roughly one-quarter of the migrants stopped attending church completely 
after they arrived in California.55 One popular joke of the time featured a 
cowboy on his way west kneeling at the state border and solemnly 
praying, “Goodbye, Lord, I’m goin’ to California.”56 
Although there was quite a bit of denomination-jumping and 
even abandoning church attendance entirely, it remained that the Okies 
were a very religious people who were determined to carry that heritage 
into their new home. New churches sprung up all over California in the 
decades following the Dust Bowl migration. The spread of these 
churches demonstrates the Okie reaction to the culture of California. This 
can be most clearly seen in three of the denominations most popular with 
southwesterners:  The Southern Baptist Church, Churches of Christ, and 
the Pentecostal Church. 
The Southern Baptists, much like the Okies in general, spread 
quickly through California bringing a strong sense of southern identity 
with them; and like the Okies, they came from humble beginnings. The 
Southern Baptist church was nonexistent in California for the first few 
decades of the twentieth century. This was due to an agreement they 
made with the Northern Baptists on September 12, 1894, called the 
Fortress Monroe agreement because it was signed in Fortress Monroe, 
54 Gregory, American Exodus, 194. 
55 Goldschmidt, 354. 
56 Gregory, American Exodus, 194. 
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Virginia.57 The understanding from this agreement was that California 
was Northern Baptist territory; instead of Southern Baptist churches, 
there were independent Baptist churches that were not affiliated with 
either movement or part of a larger convention.58 Specifically, the 
agreement states that the Northern and Southern Baptists agreed that for 
the purpose of maintaining “fraternal feeling and of the best interests of 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, it is inexpedient for two different 
organizations of Baptists to solicit contributions or establish missions in 
the same locality.”59 At the time, this was not much of an issue, because 
there were not many people who attended Southern Baptist churches in 
California anyway. 
Because of this agreement, there were no Southern Baptist 
churches in California until the 1930s. In 1936, the Orthodox Missionary 
Baptist Church of Shafter was founded in Shafter, California, by the 
Mouser family, a staunchly Southern Baptist family originally from 
Oklahoma. In 1938, the Shafter church became even more closely 
affiliated with the Southern Baptist movement when they hired Sam 
Wilcoxson, a Southern Baptist preacher from Paragould, Arkansas. 
However, the Shafter church was not officially a part of the Southern 
Baptist movement until April 13, 1939, when the San Joaquin Valley 
Missionary Baptist Association was formed.60 The Constitution of the 
San Joaquin Valley Missionary Baptist Association was written by 
Wilcoxson and W.R. White, the preacher at the First Baptist Church of 
Oklahoma City, and was based off the Baptist Constitution of Arkansas. 
The Southern Baptist Church in California was truly a transplant of 
churches that the migrants knew from back home. 
57 “First Appeals for Southern Baptist Aid to Western States.”  The 
California Southern Baptist, May 1943. 
58 Elmer L. Gray, Heirs of Promise:  A Chronicle of California 
Southern Baptists, 1940-1978 (Fresno:  The California Baptist Press, 1978): 16. 
59“First Appeals for Southern Baptist Aid to Western States.” 
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Although it took Baptists in California several decades to form 
an Association, once they did, their growth was aggressive. When the 
San Joaquin Valley Missionary Baptist Association was initially formed, 
only four churches joined:  the churches in Shafter, Oildale, Lamont, and 
Taft. By the time the Association had their first meeting, however, there 
were eight churches in total. By the second meeting, there were fourteen 
churches and over a thousand members.61 This rapid expansion was due 
to the vision and the organization of the Southern Baptists. Elmer Gray, a 
historian of the Southern Baptist Church, writes that “The association 
leaders knew what they wanted to see Southern Baptists become, and 
believed their dream was possible. They foresaw the rapid increase of the 
churches and the forming of additional associations.”62 This rapid 
increase came even faster than many anticipated. By November of 1941, 
the Southern Baptist General Convention of California had its first 
meeting, and by May of 1942, the Southern Baptist Convention had 
voted to recognize this convention, fully accepting the California 
Southern Baptists into the denomination.63 
Although this denomination was spreading, it experienced quite 
a few hardships and setbacks. Rather than struggling, though, these only 
fueled its rapid expansion. This was partially due to the crusade-like 
quality that Southern Baptist work in California soon adopted. Gregory 
writes that “[Preachers] told of former Southern Baptists hungry for 
religion, and raised heroic images of the pioneering struggle ahead in a 
nearly pagan land dominated by secular values and apostate churches.”64 
Southern Baptist preachers eager to capitalize on this ready harvest 
started migrating westward to California, seeking to regain their 
wandering flocks. In the end, this led to even more churches springing up 
all across California, in rural and urban areas alike.  
61 Gray, 19. 
62 Ibid.  
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One of the main struggles faced by Southern Baptists in 
California was fierce competition with the Northern Baptists, who felt 
that the Fortress Monroe agreement had been violated by the Southern 
Baptist Convention’s acceptance of the Southern Baptist General 
Convention of California. Southern Baptists published many articles in 
their newspaper, The California Southern Baptist, denying these 
accusations. For example, in the June 1943 edition of the paper, the 
editor took pains to refute Northern Baptist claims that Southern Baptist 
groups had “stolen” their churches, by saying “the California Southern 
Baptist Churches did not leave the Northern Baptist Convention.  They 
were not members of the N.B.C.  They did not withdraw.  They were 
organized as independent churches, or Southern Baptist churches.” 65  
At times, the Northern Baptists were openly hostile, accusing the 
Southern Baptists of going back on their word, and at times becoming 
outright violent, such as when the Northern Baptist Church in Calwa, 
California blocked the Southern Baptists’ efforts at obtaining a building 
loan, and then set their meeting tent on fire in the middle of the night.66 
The Southern Baptists retaliated by taking doctrinal stances specifically 
aimed at separating themselves from the Northern Baptists; for instance, 
Southern Baptist groups in the San Joaquin Valley developed tighter 
baptism requirements, adopted an increased focus on evangelism, and 
chose to employ a more literal biblical curriculum for Sunday school 
classes.67 
These measures may have started out as a way to differentiate 
Southern Baptists from Northern Baptists, but these churches soon took 
on this fundamentalist approach as an integral part of their identity, 
linking their Southern heritage with their doctrinal stance. An article 
from the November 1941 edition of Southern Baptist Stamina, an earlier 
65 “News Items,” The California Southern Baptist, June 1943. 
66 Gregory, American Exodus, 208. 
67 Ibid, 209. 
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version of The California Southern Baptist, acknowledges this change 
when it says “the term ‘Southern’ used with the name ‘Baptist’ 
especially here in California, carries a far weightier meaning than simply 
that of geographical location.  This word has come to take on a distinctly 
doctrinal coloring.”68 
Gregory explains this connection by saying that “to a greater 
extent than in any other definable sector of the Southwestern population 
in California, southern Baptists seem to maintain outlooks suggestive of 
an ethnic group.”69 Both the doctrinal message and the cultural affinity 
were instrumental in bringing in Okies and their children as the 1940s 
wore on. Southern Baptist churches were often very aware of this fact. 
They used it to their advantage, capitalizing on the nostalgia of migrants 
to their advantage with tactics such as potluck suppers featuring 
southwestern foods like chili and cornbread.70 
Whether it was the cornbread or the focus on strict doctrine, the 
Southern Baptists were enormously successful in evangelizing 
California. Their numbers also grew due to the large numbers of Okies 
who continued to move West throughout the 1930s and 40s. By 1952, 
there were over 75,000 members of the Southern Baptist Church in 
California, a number than has only continued to grow in the intervening 
years.71 However, not all of the denominations that were composed 
mainly of Okies had such great success. The Church of Christ, for 
instance, struggled to take hold. 
The Churches of Christ in California struggled to grow due to a 
high amount of dependence on membership back east for support. 
However, where they did exist, they developed a tight-knit community 
and a feeling of family by maintaining these connections to their old 
homes. Like the migrants that made up these churches, this denomination 
68 “Southern Baptists,” Southern Baptist Stamina, Nov. 20, 1941. 
69 Gregory, American Exodus, 214. 
70 Gregory, American Exodus, 213. 
71 Ibid. 
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was a small minority in a strange land, and each congregation depended 
heavily on the others to maintain its existence. 
The first congregation in California that went by the name 
“Church of Christ” preceded the Dust Bowl by more than 80 years.72 It 
grew steadily throughout the second half of the 19th Century, although it 
never experienced the rapid growth of the Southern Baptist 
denomination. This came to an abrupt halt at the turn of the century, 
however, when issues such as the formation of organized missionary 
societies and the adoption of instrumental music split the Church of 
Christ off from other restorationist groups such as the Christian Church 
and the Disciples of Christ.73 From that point on, the Church of Christ 
was more associated with the southeastern part of the country than its 
northern-affiliated counterparts. 
This “digression,” as it is often called, was observed by a 
preacher named N.L. Clarke, who came to Fresno in 1911 and observed 
“plenty of churches and very little New Testament Christianity.”74 From 
the beginning, the Church of Christ was highly dependent on migrants 
from the east to maintain any growth at all, due largely to the lack of a 
central organizing body such as the Baptists and Methodists had. Despite 
these challenges, preachers from back east retained a prevailing interest 
in establishing a presence in the San Joaquin Valley. In the early 1900s, 
several churches were interested in establishing a “Christian colony” in 
the valley, but their plans never came to fruition.75 In 1907, there were 
plans to establish a California Literary and Bible College in Hanford, 
with J.N. Armstrong as the president, but again, plans fell through.76 The 
72James L. Lovell, History of the Churches of Christ in California (Los 
Angeles:  Lovell, 1959):  3.  
73 Lovell, History of the Churches of Christ in California, 4-5. 
74 Earl Irvin West, The Search for the Ancient Order:  A History of the 
Restoration Movement 1800-1918 (Indianapolis:  Religious Book Service, 
1979):  122. 
75 Ibid, 124. 
76 Ibid, 125. 
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few members of the Church of Christ who lived in California were 
zealous, but did not have the financial means or the membership backing 
to support ambitious plans. 
For this reason, much of their growth came from preachers at 
existing churches seeking out those who had been faithful members back 
east and had fallen away after moving to California. Church of Christ 
historian Earl Irvin West describes this dependency by saying that “to 
discover the stray members and rekindle a spark of interest was 
imperative in establishing congregations in the state.”77 This was a trend 
that would continue for decades and would pay off much more once the 
Dust Bowl migrants arrived in California, bringing their restorationist 
roots with them. 
One way in which Church of Christ ministers sought to find 
these “stray members” was through denominational newspapers such as 
The Gospel Advocate and Firm Foundation. Throughout the 1930s and 
1940s, these papers were full of articles from ministers who had gone 
west, imploring others to follow them and preach to the people of 
California. For example, in an article written for The Gospel Advocate in 
1939, California gospel meeting minister J.D. Tant urged church leaders 
“to put twenty to one hundred Texas preachers to work in destitute fields 
in California and Arizona.”78 He appealed to his readers to follow the 
Biblical example, saying “When the church was scattered at Jerusalem, 
those brethren did not wait for a located job with money pledged before 
they went.  But they went everywhere preaching the word. Why not give 
it a trial today?”79 As far as the Church of Christ was concerned, 
California was truly a “destitute field,” and they needed all the support 
from back east that they could get. 
Besides being full of appeals for ministers to come west, these 
papers were also full of pleas from ministers asking churches in the east 
77 West, 125. 
78 J.D. Tant, “Going West,” The Gospel Advocate, June 3, 1937. 
79 Ibid. 
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to send them the names and addresses of former church members who 
had relocated to California. In the January 10, 1939 edition of Firm 
Foundation, Daly City, California minister Lloyd E. Ellis sent in an 
advertisement stating that “A great number of the members who are here 
came from the states farther east. . . . If you know of any one who has 
moved this way in recent years send me a card and I shall endeavor to 
find them.”80 In March of 1943, a minister from Venice, California urged 
his readership that “we must not lose a member if it can possibly be 
prevented.  You can help by sending the name and address of any 
members you know are coming to this section.”81 Influential Los Angeles 
minister James L. Lovell repeated this plea, simply begging “Send us 
names of the members who move west.”82  
This type of internal outreach was also focused on members of 
the military who were stationed in California, which was common 
especially during World War II. San Pedro preacher Elton Dilbeck 
advertised in Firm Foundation, offering “If you have a boy stationed at 
Ft. McArthur or Roosevelt Base, Terminal Island, and would like the 
help of the church in locating him in the work here, get in touch with 
me.”83 These newspapers, besides being a vital source of connection for 
those on the west coast, also served as a means for them to reconnect 
with former members of the Church of Christ. 
However, a far more telling display of the connection between 
the churches in the east and the Church of Christ in California was the 
development and cooperation between Church of Christ colleges—
particularly between George Pepperdine College in California and 
similar schools in the eastern part of the United States. Pepperdine was 
formed out of a Christian academy in Graton, California that often acted 
as a “feeder school” to colleges like Harding College in Arkansas. J.N. 
80 Lloyd E. Ellis, Firm Foundation, Jan. 10, 1939.  
81 William S. Irvine, Firm Foundation, March 2, 1943. 
82 James L. Lovell, Firm Foundation, Feb. 16, 1943.  
83 Elton D. Dilbeck, Firm Foundation, March 2, 1943. 
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Armstrong, who was president of Harding College at the time, believed 
that Pepperdine College would enable more students than ever before to 
receive a Christian education. In 1937, he wrote “the long stretch of 
miles between us made it impossible for most of its graduates to come to 
us. So [Pepperdine] will be their opportunity and will enable them to 
finish their education in a Christian college.”84  
The connection between these schools was also strengthened by 
the students and faculty that they shared. Especially in Pepperdine’s 
early years, it was common for Harding and Lipscomb graduates or 
faculty to move to California and teach at Pepperdine. Armstrong 
acknowledges this, noting that Basell Baxter, a graduate of Lipscomb, 
was to be the first president of Pepperdine. Additionally, two Harding 
graduates, Wade Ruby and Lelia Schrader, were to teach at Pepperdine 
in the English and Art departments.85 As Armstrong stated, “surely, 
therefore, nobody away from the new campus can have more interest in 
the success and future of the George Pepperdine College than we here at 
Harding College have.”86 Similar to the sense of community generated 
among Dust Bowl migrants, the Church of Christ as a whole saw itself as 
a family, and the burgeoning church in California took great care to 
retain the close-knit community from back home. 
It is impossible to fully understand the Churches of Christ in 
California without discussing the importance of black preachers such as 
A.L. Cassius, G.P. Bowser, R.N. Hogan, and Marshall Keeble. At the
beginning of the 20th Century, most major denominations were still
racially segregated.87 It is true that in California, there was a far greater
84 J.N. Armstrong, “The George Pepperdine College,” The Gospel 
Advocate, June 17, 1937. 
85 Ibid. 
86 Armstrong. 
87 Calvin. H. Bowers, Realizing the California Dream:  The Story of the 
Black Churches of Christ in Los Angeles (Las Vegas:  DocMo Enterprises, 
2002):  34. 
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degree of racial tolerance than there had been in the Dust Bowl states; 
there was a cordial relationship between black and white churches, but 
generally speaking, this polite regard did not cross over into integrated 
congregations and interracial fellowship.88 Therefore, starting in the 
1920s, when white southwesterners started to come into the state, black 
migrants also came from these states to California and began to start their 
own churches.89  
Although the Churches of Christ in general were more prone to 
evangelize from within the church, the major exceptions to this were 
black evangelists such as Marshall Keeble, G.P. Bowser, and R.N. 
Hogan, who were tremendously successful in evangelizing to both black 
and white people in California. Keeble arrived in California in 1934, 
during the height of the Great Depression, and stayed from November to 
February, holding gospel meetings in Santa Anna, San Bernadino, 
Bakersfield, Los Angeles, Riverside, and Fresno.90 His style of preaching 
and knowledge of the Bible resonated greatly with the people of 
California—he is said to have baptized as many as fifty people per year 
on his annual gospel meeting trips to California.91  
R.N. Hogan was another preacher with impressive evangelistic 
abilities. J.E. Choate, a Church of Christ historian, reports that “over a 
six year period in the 1930s, R.N. Hogan started fifty new congregations 
and baptized more than fifteen hundred people.”92 He was also incredibly 
influential as the editor of the Christian Echo, a newspaper that served 
the African American Church of Christ population.93 James L. Lovell, a 
historian of California Churches of Christ, describes Hogan as “the 
88 Bowers, 288. 
89 Ibid, 40. 
90 J.E. Choate, Roll Jordan Roll:  A Biography of Marshall Keeble 
(Nashville: Gospel Advocate Company, 1968):  74. 
91 Bowers, 60. 
92 Choate, 90. 
93 Bowers, 55. 
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greatest preacher in the church. . . . He is educated, has a brilliant mind, 
and preaches like one sent from God, and yet is as humble as Brother 
Keeble.”94 In an era when Churches of Christ were struggling to gain 
ground in the west, black evangelists such as Keeble and Hogan were 
instrumental in converting both black and white people to the church. 
Despite the influence of these African American evangelists, the 
Church of Christ carried one negative aspect of their Southern roots 
westward with them:  racial segregation. They generally acted out of 
what has been called “aversive racism;” that is, white churches and black 
churches were not antagonistic toward one another (at times, they even 
cooperated) but instead were avoidant of one another.95 There was a 
cooperative relationship between black and white churches that flowed 
both ways—George Pepperdine made a personal loan of $10,000 to help 
R.N. Hogan start the McKinley Avenue church, Lovell started a paper 
called Hogan’s Helpers to aid him in his evangelistic work, and Cassius, 
Keeble, and Hogan all preached to and baptized many white people.96 
However, almost all congregations in California remained segregated, 
and the white population of the Church of Christ rarely made efforts to 
combat racism in society at large.97 In this way, the Church of Christ 
retained the segregation of the American South, reflecting the way that 
the Okies in California sought to maintain the social pillars of their 
culture. 
Unlike the Church of Christ, the Pentecostal Church actually 
began in California, but had wide appeal to southwesterners all around 
the country and soon became associated with that region. In the same 
way that many Okies learned to blend in to the culture of California, the 
Pentecostal Church thrived in California by assimilating to its 
surrounding circumstances and evangelizing to the margins of society. 
94 Choate, 89. 
95 Bowers, 264. 
96 Ibid, 289. 
97 Bowers, 280. 
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It is difficult to pinpoint a clear beginning of the Pentecostal 
movement, partly because it grew out of other “holiness” movements, 
including some with similar names and practices. At the turn of the 
century in California, there were already at least two holiness churches 
(the “Pentecostal” church of Joseph Smale and Phineas Bresee’s Church 
of the Nazarene). However, the Pentecostal church as it is doctrinally 
defined today began in Los Angeles in 1906 at an event commonly 
referred to as the Azusa Street Revival.98 
This revival started when W.J. Seymour, an African American 
preacher, came to Los Angeles in April of 1906 to be the pastor of a new 
“Negro holiness movement.”99 Seymour had received his training as a 
minister under Charles Parham, an apostolic teacher who strongly 
believed that speaking in tongues was the only mark of having received 
the Holy Spirit.100 This influenced Seymour’s own belief that a third 
experience of baptism by the Holy Spirit was what defined a true 
Christian.101 It also, no doubt, influenced the events that followed a 
revival begun by Seymour on April 9, 1906, when he and seven of his 
followers fell to the floor and began to speak in tongues. Soon, this 
sudden outbreak of religious ecstasy had generated so much interest that 
Seymour moved the revival to the abandoned Methodist church building 
on Azusa Street, which gave the revival its name.102 
The Azusa Street Revival may have started with only eight 
people, but it quickly exploded into the most influential single event of 
the Pentecostal movement. Thousands of people from all over the 
country poured into Los Angeles to see the religious ecstasy reported in 
98 Vinson Synan, The Holiness-Pentecostal Movement in the United 
States (Grand Rapids:  William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1971):  95-
108. 
99 Ibid, 104-105. 
100 Ibid, 100-103. 
101 Ibid, 103-104. 
102 Synan, 106. 
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the newspapers. Vinson Synan, a historian of the Pentecostal movement, 
describes way that “men and women would shout, weep, dance, fall into 
trances, speak and sing in tongues, and interpret the messages into 
English. . . . there was an abundance of religious enthusiasm.”103 This 
religious enthusiasm quickly spread all over the country, as the travelers 
who had come to Los Angeles to participate returned home. The Azusa 
Street Revival was the birth of the Pentecostal movement. Synan goes so 
far as to say that “practically all of the Pentecostal groups in existence 
can trace their lineage to the Azusa Mission.”104 
One such group was started by G.B. Cashwell, a former 
Methodist preacher from North Carolina who switched to the holiness 
movement in 1903. Three years later, he travelled to Azusa Street to see 
the revival for himself and to receive “the baptism of the Holy Ghost.”105 
What he experienced in California influenced Cashwell to join the 
Pentecostal movement and even lead his own revival in an abandoned 
tobacco warehouse when he returned home to North Carolina. Thousands 
came from across the South to see what it was all about.106 From that 
point on, Cashwell became known as the “Apostle of the Pentecost to the 
South,” leading revivals all over the South between 1906 and 1909.107 
Due largely to Cashwell’s efforts, Pentecostalism soon was engrained in 
the religious fabric of the southern United States. 
The spread of Pentecostalism to the American South meant that 
some of the Dust Bowl migrants coming to California in the 1930s and 
1940s already had a Pentecostal background. The movement would gain 
even more followers in the years following the migration. According to 
Goldschmidt’s study, the Pentecostal denomination in rural California 
belonged to the poorest demographic, with 82% of its membership 
103 Synan, 108. 
104 Ibid, 114.  
105 Ibid, 122-123. 
106 Ibid, 124. 
107 Ibid, 122-126. 
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finding their employment as unskilled laborers.108 Many of those in this 
group were Okies who performed seasonal farm labor for their living. 
The Pentecostal church was so attractive to the migrants because, like 
them, it was new and on the fringes of California society.  
Middle-class society in the San Joaquin valley tended to look 
down on evangelical churches and see their revivalistic worship, 
fundamentalist beliefs, and “excessive religion” as backward.109 To the 
migrants, however, the Pentecostal church welcomed them with open 
arms when few other denominations were willing to do the same. The 
emotionally-intense worship services served as one of the few outlets 
they had in a life of poverty and hardship.110 Pentecostalism also had a 
heavy focus on specific blessings, such as speaking in tongues or faith 
healings, as markers of faith. This allowed the Okies to be a part of the 
elite “society of the saved” within the church, whereas they were rejected 
in California society as a whole.111 
Another similarity that the Okies and the Pentecostals shared 
was their resilience. Many religious scholars call the decade from 1925-
1935 a “religious depression” which left most major Protestant 
denominations “unable to deal with the needs of the time in a fresh and 
creative way.”112 The Pentecostal movement, however, experienced some 
of its greatest growth during this time. Since it drew much of its 
membership from the poorest segments of society, the Pentecostal church 
was accustomed to poverty in a way that many of the more mainstream 
denominations, such as the Congregational Church or the Methodist 
Church, were not.113  
108 Goldschmidt, 353. 
109Gregory, American Exodus, 210.  
110 Ibid, 209. 
111 Goldschmidt, 354. 
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Of course, this was not a universal rule for all Pentecostal 
churches, but many Pentecostals chose to see the Great Depression as an 
opportunity for greater trust in God. For instance, an editorial in the 
paper Pentecostal Evangel explained the Depression by saying "it is the 
kindness of the Lord to take away the riches of some, because He knows 
they are inclined to trust in them."114 Because of this attitude and their 
willingness to make due when others were cutting back, giving actually 
increased for many Pentecostal churches and subgroups during this 
time.115 The Pentecostal movement had a lot going against it in the 
1930s, but one of its greatest strengths was the way it adapted to 
hardship. In that way, it was very similar to the Dust Bowl migrants 
themselves. 
More than the Southern Baptists or the Churches of Christ, the 
Pentecostal Church adapted to their new surroundings in California; one 
of the most notable examples of this adaptation was their view towards 
race and gender. Gregory notes that the Pentecostal and Holiness 
congregations were “among the only groups to welcome female 
preachers . . . a few of the sects also allowed racially mixed 
congregations.”116 This relative racial acceptance had its roots at the very 
beginning of the Pentecostal movement, with the revival on Azusa 
Street—Seymour, the leader of the revival, was an African American 
man preaching to an integrated group of people, which was unusual in 
most church settings for the time.117  Synan notes that “people of every 
race and nationality in the Los Angeles area were mingling in the crowds 
that pressed into the mission from the street. There was no racial 
prejudice in the services.”118 Although these integrated services certainly 
weren’t universal, they were evidence of a powerful truth:  religiously as 
well as culturally, migrants were leaving behind some of the ways of 
114 “Editorial,” The Pentecostal Evangel, Jan. 1934. 
115 Curtis, 585-586. 
116 Gregory, American Exodus, 200. 
117 Synan, 104.  
118 Ibid, 109. 
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their former homes and taking on some of the values of California 
society.  
Eventually, it rained in the western South again, the Great 
Depression ended, and the county made incredible economic progress, 
largely due to increases in production caused by World War II. 
Gradually, the Dust Bowl migrants moved out of government camps and 
roadside shacks and attained middle-class standing in California.119 Over 
time, the term “Okie” even lost its derogatory connotation and became a 
point of pride. Over time, the Dust Bowl migrants have overcome 
poverty and their diminished social standing; with these changes, the 
socioeconomic lines that divided denominations have also faded into the 
background. Just as the prominence of certain churches reflected the 
spread of Okie culture, their distinguishing lines have blurred as the 
southwesterners became an accepted element in California society. Once 
living as outcasts in a strange new land, the Okies are now well 
established, to the point that their culture is the culture of the San Joaquin 
Valley.  
119 Gregory, “Dust Bowl Legacies,” 78. 
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The painting Marie Olympe de Gouges, veuve Aubry (1748-1793) was painted in 
1793 by an unknown artist. Olympe de Gouges was a political activist whose 
writings on women’s rights and abolitionism reached a large audience in several 
countries. 
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OLYMPE DE GOUGES: A WOMAN TOO REVOLUTIONARY 
FOR REVOLUTION 
By Grace A. Green 
“Woman, wake up; the tocsin of reason is resounding throughout 
the universe: acknowledge your rights.”1 These powerful words of 
Olympe de Gouges and can be found in the postscript of the Déclaration 
des droits de la femme et de la citoyenne (“Declaration of the Rights of 
Woman and of the [Female] Citizen”). Well known by historians, and 
often studied parallel to the Déclaration des droits de l'homme et du 
citoyen (“Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen”). This document 
publicly professes some of the first feminist ideas in France. But who 
was the woman who wrote them? Olympe de Gouges was a forerunner of 
feminist thought in France. She was a playwright and political activist 
who was unafraid to speak out against injustice. De Gouges was abrasive 
and aggressive but was also able to balance her passion with reason, in 
her relentless pursuit of the betterment of women. These qualities 
allowed her to effectively communicate her ideas to the public and 
distinguish herself from her contemporaries. She was a woman who was 
often too revolutionary for the revolution.  
In the eighteenth century, France had nearly twenty million 
people living within its borders. Eighty percent of all people lived in 
rural villages, while others were scattered in small urban cities of less 
than 50,000 people. The cities were home to the wealthy, while ninety 
percent of peasants lived at or below the subsistence level and occupied 
the countryside.2 Not only was France economically stratified, but it was 
socially stratified as well.  
1 Olympe de Gouges, “Declaration of The Rights of Woman and 
Female Citizen,” Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, September 1791, 
http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/293/. 
2 Ibid 
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The French social hierarchy consisted of the clergy, the nobility, 
and the Third Estate.3 After the Reformation and the split of the church, 
the clergy did not hold as much power as they once did, “the wealth of 
the Catholic clergy was a liability to its social importance, compromising 
both the influence and the cohesion of the Church”.4 The clergy 
accounted for a very small percentage of the total population (about 
130,000 members). Although only slightly larger than the clergy, the 
nobility was the true aristocracy. To be a noble you had to be born a 
noble; however, the changing economy and the repetitive division of 
land as inheritance diminished the wealth of the feudal nobility and 
allowed for a new group to rise in to their place, the bourgeoisie.5 The 
bourgeoisie were the “richest and most capable” members of the Third 
Estate. They typically did not gain their wealth from manual labor but 
from investment. They were referred to as, “living nobility”.6 The 
bourgeoisie also relished in special privileges known as, “rights of the 
city.”7 
On January 24, 1789, Louis XVI summoned the Estates-General. 
The Estates-General was a legislative body, constructed of the three 
different social classes, the clergy, the nobility, and the Third Estate. The 
Third Estate made up a majority of the population and was a mix of 
everyone who was not a member of the clergy or nobility. Despite the 
unequal population distribution between the groups, each group had only 
one vote. This lead to a small, wealthy portion of the population making 
3 Georges Lefebvre, The French Revolution: From its Origins to 1793, 
trans. Elizabeth Moss Evanson (New York: Colombia University Press, 1962), 
38. 
4 Ibid, 41  
5 Ibid, 42  
6 “Social Causes of the Revolution”  
7 “Bourgeois/Bourgeoisie,” Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, accessed 
November 20, 2019, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/1066. 
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the decisions for all. The Third Estate broke away from the Estates-
General and formed the National Assembly on June 17, 1789, after Louis 
XIV denied their request of “voting by head”, which would have given 
the members of the Third Estate an equal voice.8 On June 20, 1789, after 
being locked out of their regular meeting place, the Third Estate met at a 
nearby tennis court and made an oath that they would continue to meet 
until France had an established constitution.9 
During this time, intellectual changes were also sweeping across 
France. A new way of thinking was challenging the old traditions. 
Although many of the leading Enlightenment thinkers, such as Rousseau, 
were dead by the time the revolution came along, their ideas and 
influence survived and “armed the bourgeois with a new philosophy 
which encouraged class consciousness and a bold inventive spirit.”10 The 
ideas of liberty, equality and fraternity, were the driving forces behind 
the Revolution. On August 26, 1789,11 the National Assembly 
constructed the, Déclaration des droits de l'homme et du citoyen, which 
listed what they thought to be inalienable rights of man. This document 
became the preamble to the 1791 constitution and a major source of 
criticism for Olympe de Gouges. The political climate in France was 
shifting and it led to the eventual fall of the monarchy. In August 1792, 
Robespierre was elected first deputy for Paris to the National 
8 “Estates-General,” Liberty, Equality, Fraternity, accessed November 
20, 2019, http://chnm.gmu.edu/revolution/d/1087. 
9 “The Tennis Court Oath,” Revolutionary Tradition, accessed 
November 20, 2019, 
https://www.mtholyoke.edu/courses/rschwart/hist255/kat_anna/tennis.h
tml. 
10 Lefebvre, 54. 
11 “Some Key Moments in the French Revolution,” Purdue, accessed 
November 20, 2019, 
https://web.ics.purdue.edu/~wggray/Teaching/His104/Lectures/Revln-
Timeline.html. 
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Convention.12 This changing world of France was the world in which of 
Olympe de Gouges lived. She spent her life adding to the conversation 
and challenging the idea that social and political rights are not just for 
men, but also women.  
Marie Gouze was born May 7, 1748, to a cloth maker named 
Anne Olympe Mouisset Gouze and her husband Pierre Gouze, who both 
belonged to the bourgeoisie.13 Marie Gouze was married at the age of 
sixteen to Louis-Yves Aubry14 and became the mother of a son, Pierre 
Aubry on August 29, 1766. Her husband died in the winter of that same 
year15. Following his death, in the year 1773, Marie Gouze changed her 
name to Olympe de Gouges16 and moved to Paris to join the political 
conversation. In her youth, de Gouges did not receive a formal education. 
Her primary language was Occitan, a regional dialect of French and she 
was limited in her reading and writing skills.17 She wrote many of her 
plays and pamphlets in a combination of both French and Occitan. The 
move to Paris, following her husband’s death, was a rebirth for Olympe 
de Gouges, starting with her strategically selected new name. She took 
her mother’s maiden name as her own and replaced the ‘z’ with a ‘g’ to 
turn ‘Gouze’ to ‘Gouge’. ‘Gouge’ also happens to be an offensive term 
12 “Maximilien Robespierre,” BBC, last modified 2014, 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/robespierre_maximilien.shtml. 
13 Sophie Mousset, Women’s Rights and the French Revolution: A 
Biography of Olympe de Gouges (New Brunswick, New Jersey: Transaction 
Publishers, 2007), 10-11. 
14 Joshua Rivas, “The Radical Novelty of Olympe de Gouges,” 
Nottingham French Studies 53, no. 3 (2014): 346. 
15 “Olympe De Gouges Timeline,” Olympe De Gouge, last modified 
December, 2019, https://www.olympedegouges.eu/timeline.php. 
16 There are several different spellings of her name, but for this paper I 
will be using “Olympe de Gouges”. 
17 Mousset, 12. 
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in Occitan, meaning “a lowly woman accused of bawdiness.”18 She also 
included a ‘de’, which was an article reserved for the aristocracy. 
Her connection to the aristocrats was based upon a rumor, 
thought to have been started by de Gouges herself, that her biological 
father was Jean-Jacques Lefranc (or Le Franc), Marquis de Pompignan.19 
Lefranc was an aristocratic playwright and poet, who supposedly had an 
affair with de Gouges’ mother.20 The knowledge of Lefranc’s paternity 
helps to further understand de Gouges’ split identity. Sophie Moussett 
described her as someone who “belonged to both the bourgeoisie and the 
aristocracy”.21  
Her transformation from practically illiterate, young widow to 
radical revolutionary came under the providence of her aristocratic lover, 
Jacques Biétrix de Roziéres, who was a wealthy weapons merchant. 
They met in 1776 and although they lived together until her death and he 
acted as her husband, she refused to marry.22 De Gouges described 
marriage as “the tomb of trust and love.”23 In granting herself the 
aristocratic title and with the help of Roziére’s status, she gained access 
into Parisian society. She positioned herself in the salons where 
Enlightenment thinkers of the time discussed their ideas and she relished 
18 Rivas, 346.  
19 Rivas, 346 and Mousset, 12. 
20 Jean-Jacques Lefranc, Marquis de Pompignan,” Encyclopedia 
Britannica 1911, last modified September 29, 2018,  
https://theodora.com/encyclopedia/p2/jean_jacques_lefranc_marquis_de_pompi
gnan.html. 
21 Mousset, 15. 
22 “Olympe de Gouges Timeline,” Olympe De Gouge, last modified 
December, 2019, https://www.olympedegouges.eu/timeline.php. 
23 Roni Bar, “Olympe de Gouges, the Radical French Feminist Who 
Was Murdered Twice,” Haaretz, November 3, 2017, 
https://www.haaretz.com/world-news/europe/.premium.MAGAZINE-the-
radical-french-feminist-who-was-murdered-twice-1.5462530. 
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in democratic and revolutionary thought.24 Usually organized by 
prominent women, salons were gatherings that provided a safe place 
where men and women alike could engage in intellectual discourse. 
Although women were sometimes “mocked for their intellectual 
ventures.” the walls of the salons provided them with a freedom of 
speech that was exclusively reserved for men.25 De Gouges was a 
“femme de lettres” (woman of the letters)26 and used her talents as a 
writer to express her political views to the public.  
De Gouges’ decision to be a playwright was a “transgressive 
choice for a woman”27 because plays were a public form of writing. The 
first play she wrote, in 1782, was the first abolitionist play written in 
France. It was entitled the The Fortunate Shipwreck, but the name was 
later changed to Enslavement of Blacks.28 This work was accepted by the 
Comédie Française in 1782, but not performed until 1789. Olympe De 
Gouges’ experience was one of anger and frustration. She tirelessly 
wrote the troupe leaders, Florence and Delaporte, and eventually 
demanded a meeting to make her case in person. Fortunately, a meeting 
did take place. However, the disengagement of the members at the 
meeting was the cause of De Gouges’ “explosion of bitter complaints”29, 
and loss of self-control. The meeting resulted in Florence revoking her 
24 Maire Josephine Diamond, “Olympe de Gouges and the French 
Revolution: The Construction of Gender as Critique”, Dialectical Anthropology 
15, no. 3 (1990): 96.  
25 Alan Riding, “Birth of the Salon,” New York Times, November 5, 
2005, https://www.nytimes.com/2005/11/20/books/review/birth-of-the-
salon.html. 
26 Gregory S. Brown, “The Self-Fashioning of Olympe de Gouges, 
1784-1789”, Eighteenth-Century Studies 34, no. 3 (Spring 2001): 383. 
27 Diamond, 97. 
28 Ibid. 
29 Brown, 387. 
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privileges to the theater and removing her play from the register.30 De 
Gouges complained of harassment of the troupe to Duc de Richeleu, a 
French nobleman.  He responded by ordering Lieutenant-General of 
Police for Paris, Louis Thrioux de Crosne, to restore her entrance 
privileges and her play to its repertory. De Gouges wrote in a polite and 
pacifying tone to the Comédie Française, and they were reconciled. 
Through the combination of her aggressive outbursts, tempered by her 
redeeming gestures of polite reconciliation, De Gouges’ response to 
these events demonstrated the “mastery of the politics and rhetoric of the 
literary culture.”31  
Olympe de Gouges has earned the title of “first French 
feminist”.32 Through the publishing of her pamphlets that demanded 
reform, she spoke out aggressively against injustices and fought 
relentlessly for the rights of women. In April of 1789 she wrote, 
Dialogue allégorique (“Allegorical Dialogue”). This was an allegorical 
dialogue between France and Truth, dedicated to the Estates-General. 
She asserts that women have the capability and should be allowed to 
participate in state affairs. She writes, “It is unjust of men to refuse 
admittance to women into the affairs of state and to refuse to give up 
some of their powers when women would be more than able to use them 
wisely.”33 
 In September 1789, de Gouges lamented a woman's inability to 
participate in politics, Action héroïque D’une Française (Heroic Action 
of a French Woman) addressed women who wish to participate in 
political events, such as the Estates-General. It expresses similar 
30 Brown, 387. 
31 Brown, 388. 
32 Brown, 383. 
33 Olympe de Gouges, “Dialogue allégorique,” Olympe De Gouges, last 
modified December 2019, 
https://www.olympedegouges.eu/dialog_allegorique.php. 
Tenor of Our Times 
146 
sentiments of the injustice in denying women the right to take part in 
reforming France,  
“Virtuous women, female citizens who are enflamed by the 
saintly zeal of patriotism, it is to you that I address the feeble 
fruits of my talent. No doubt, at this moment, you lament the fact 
that you can only wish for the happiness of France. Instead your 
fathers, husbands and brothers can work for the regeneration of 
this Empire: you would love to second them in this great 
work.”34 
De Gouges believed strongly in the equality of the sexes. This is 
especially emphasized in her later works, including her February,1792 
poster, Le Bon sens du français (The Frenchman’s Common Sense). In 
this poster she expresses the desire for the right of divorce to be an 
equality in marriage and proposes the creation of a fair system of 
separation. She asked the question, “Do you want to establish love and 
harmony within families or allow fear and mistrust to reign?”35 In doing 
so, she suggested that the only path to a loving and harmonious marriage 
is equality.  
Perhaps de Gouges’ most famous work, was the pamphlet she 
published in September, 1791, just weeks before the new French 
constitution was complete- Déclaration des droits de la femme et de la 
citoyenne (“Declaration of the Rights of Woman and of the [Female] 
Citizen”). De Gouges’s work is a criticism of the Déclaration des droits 
de l'homme et du citoyen (Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen). 
34 Olympe de Gouges, “héroïque D’une Française,” Olympe De 
Gouges, last modified December 2019, 
https://www.olympedegouges.eu/action_heroique.php 
35 Olympe de Gouges, “Le Bon sens du français,” Olympe De Gouges, 
last modified December 2019, 
https://www.olympedegouges.eu/french_commonsense.php. 
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She used the parallel structure to expose the shortcomings of the 
revolutionary rhetoric. Her critique of the Déclaration des droits de 
l'homme et du citoyen began in the title with the word, “citoyen”. Joshua 
Rivas writes, 
“The lack of an official term to designate a female citoyen was 
symptomatic of the uncertain relationship between woman and 
state during the ongoing period of turmoil and change preceding 
and during the revolution. Olympe de Gouges, seized on the 
opportunity that this ambiguity provided...opting for the term 
‘citoyenne’ in lieu of the previously existing ‘citoyen’.” 36 
The lack of a word for a female citizen and de Gouges's explicit 
use of her own personally coined word, citoyenne, emphasizes the 
incongruency of ‘man’ and ‘citizen’ by highlighting the idea that the 
rights reserved for citizens are only given to men. De Gouges further 
explored these incongruencies throughout the Declaration. The Authors 
of the Déclaration des droits de l'homme et du citoyen were Marquis de 
Lafayette and Thomas Jefferson. They were both advocates for the rights 
of man and they centered their thinking around the idea that “Men are 
born and remain free and equal in rights.”37 De Gouges also used this 
same central ideal in her Déclaration des droits de la femme et de la 
citoyenne, but added her own feminine voice to exploit the lack of 
equality in a document meant to serve as the basis for equality in a 
society. Two of the most obvious examples of the need for a feminine 
36 Rivas, 348. 
37 “Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen,” The Avalon Project, 
1789, accessed on October 27, 2019, 
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/18th_century/rightsof.asp. 
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voice is found in articles seven and eleven of the Déclaration des droits 
de l'homme et du citoyen. Article Seven states, 
“No person shall be accused, arrested, or imprisoned except in 
the cases according to the forms prescribed by law. Any on 
soliciting, transmitting, executing, or causing to be executed, any 
arbitrary order, shall be punished. But any citizen summoned or 
arrested in virtue of law shall submit without delay, as resistance 
constitutes an offense.”38 
De Gouges’ Déclaration des droits de la femme et de la citoyenne article 
seven simply states,  
“No woman is an exception; she is accused, arrested, and 
detained in cases determined by law. Women, like men, obey 
this rigorous law.”39 
This was an important variation made my de Gouges. She was 
demanding full equality under the law. She not only fought for the 
equality when it was advantageous for women, but demanded complete 
equality of man and woman in punishment as well.  Article eleven of 
both declarations also hold an important variation regarding freedom of 
speech. It is written in the Déclaration des droits de l'homme et du 
citoyen, 
“The free communication of ideas and opinions is one of the 
most precious of the rights of man. Every citizen may, 
accordingly, speak, write, and print with freedom, but shall be 
responsible for such abuses of this freedom as shall be defined 
by law.”40 
38 Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
39 Declaration of The Rights of Woman and Female Citizen 
40 Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen 
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While De Gouges writes, 
“The free communication of thoughts and opinions is one of the 
most precious rights of every woman, since that liberty assures 
recognition of children by their fathers. Any female citizen thus 
may say freely, I am the mother of a child which belongs to you, 
without being forced by a barbarous prejudice to hide the truth; 
(an exception may be made) to respond to the abuse of this 
liberty in cases determined by law.”41  
The social norm of the day was that men were allowed to decide if they 
wanted to claim legitimate fatherhood of child or publicly dismiss the 
mother as a liar. De Gouges’ addition, of the right of a woman to claim 
parental legitimacy, to the eleventh article highlights her demand for 
women’s voices to be equally heard in all areas, both political and social. 
Surrounded by revolutionary thinkers, de Gouges was by no 
means the only French feminist of the time. Madame Roland and 
Theroigne de Mericourt added to the political conversation and 
advocated for the rights of women. Madame Roland was the wife of 
Girondist Minister of the Interior, Jean-Marie Roland de la Platière42. 
Starting in the spring of 1971, at the Hotel Britannique, Roland and her 
husband hosted a salon.43. Unlike de Gouges, Madame Roland, “had 
never openly written a political pamphlet or spoke publicly.” 44 She 
41 “Declaration of The Rights of Woman and Female Citizen” 
42  Brigitte Szymanek, “French Revolutionary Writings: Madame 
Roland or the Pleasure of the Mask.” Tulsa Studies in Women’s Literature 15, 
no. 1 (Spring 1996): 99. 
43 Ida B. Tarbel, Madame Roland: A Biographical Study (New York: 
Moffat. Yard and Company, 1909), 323. 
44 Szymanek, 99 
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desired to participate in the politics of the revolution, but only under the 
refuge of her husband's name. Roland had great intellectual influence 
over him and wrote many of his speeches and letters, which he delivered 
without any revision.45 She even wrote his letter of resignation to the 
King.46 However, Roland had an attachment to Rousseau’s model of 
femininity, as she had grown up studying him.47 According to Rousseau, 
“at the core of a woman's being stood the need to make themselves 
pleasing to men, in order to secure a man’s protection.”48 Roland desired 
a greater sphere of influence for women, but also felt a duty toward her 
domestic province. She used her husband’s voice to engage in political 
conversation, because she believed it to be the most effective way to get 
people to hear her ideas.  
Antithetical to Madame Roland is Théroigne de Mericourt. 
Similar to de Gouges, de Mericourt was self-educated, involved 
romantically with an aristocratic man, and also added a “de” to her name 
in order to claim aristocracy and further advance her ideas into the 
political conversation.49 One of her main demands was the right for 
women to be armed and able to participate in revolutionary wars.50 She 
held strongly to the belief that if women were to be considered equal to 
men they need to be equal in all aspects, including the right to bear 
45 Szymanek, 100 
46 Lisa Beckstrand,” Oylmpe de Gouges and Manon Roland: 
Constructions of Feminine Identity Within the Context of the French 
Revolution” (PhD. Diss., University of Wisconsin, 1997), 55. 
47 Szymanek, 101 
48 Jennifer M. Jones, “Repackaging Rousseau: Femininity and Fashion 
in Old Regime France,” French Historical Studies 18, no.4 (Autumn 1994): 944. 
49 Diamond, 97 
50 Jessamine Gaul, “Theroigne de Mericourt,” Women in Modern 
European History, last modified 2019, http://hist259.web.unc.edu/mericourt/. 
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arms.51 De Mericourt was involved in several violent attacks and is 
credited with killing several Royalist during the Parisian storming of the 
palace on August 10, 1792.52 Although she is seen as a “militant 
feminist”, one of the deficiencies to her overly-militant approach was her 
inability to be heard.53 Her actions were too outrageous for a woman of 
her time and it called into question her sanity. Against her will, she was 
placed in an asylum by her brother in September 1794.54  
Madame Roland’s words were used, but her voice was never 
heard. She hid behind her husband’s name, and de Mericourt’s voice was 
drowned out the irrationality of her actions. But De Gouges was able to 
control her passion and boldly and effectively proclaim her ideas to the 
public. She was zealously persistent and wrote over thirty-six plays and 
pamphlets from 1788 to her death in 1793. As a skilled writer she used 
her words to speak out for justice. In 1793, she wrote, Olympe de Gouges 
au Tribunal révolutionnaire, in which she openly attacked Robespierre,  
“Robespierre has always seemed to me to be an ambitious man, 
with no talent, no soul. He seemed to me ever ready to sacrifice 
the entire nation to gain his dictatorship; I could not bear this 
mad and sanguinary ambition and I pursued him as I pursued all 
tyrants. The hatred of this cowardly enemy has long hidden in 
51 Jessamine Gaul, “Theroigne de Mericourt,” Women in Modern 
European History, last modified 2019, http://hist259.web.unc.edu/mericourt/ 
52 Peter McPhee, “Hidden Women of History: Théroigne de Mericourt, 
Feminist Revolutionary,” The Conversation, December 31, 2018, 
http://theconversation.com/hidden-women-of-history-theroigne-de-mericourt-
feminist-revolutionary-107802. 
53 Peter McPhee, A Companion to the French Revolution 
(Massachusetts: Blackwell Publishing Ltd.), 184. 
54 Gerri Walton, “Théroigne de Mericourt, Heroine of the French 
Revolution,” Amazing Women in History, November 1, 2016, 
https://amazingwomeninhistory.com/theroigne-de-mericourt/. 
Tenor of Our Times 
152 
the shadows while he and his adherents waited avidly for a 
favorable moment to sacrifice me to his vengeance.”55 
Her work was seen as an anti-revolutionary act and she was sentenced to 
death by guillotine November 3 of 1793. Her words carried power and 
were not just merely displays of rebellion. De Gouges was an effected 
writer and passionate about the equality of men and women. She 
carefully crafted arguments, as seen in her works, Dialogue allégorique, 
Action héroïque D’une Française, and Le Bon sens du français, and 
boldly deconstructed revolutionary literature in Déclaration des droits de 
la femme et de la citoyenne. De Gouges was able balance her passion 
with reason to differentiate her other feminists during the French 
revolution.  
55 Olympe de Gouges, “Olympe de Gouges au Tribunal 
revolutionnaire,” Olympe De Gouges, last modified December, 2019, 
https://www.olympedegouges.eu/revolutionary_tribunal.php 
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ALL RISE: FACTORS AFFECTING DECISION MAKING OF 
UNITED STATES SUPREME COURT JUSTICES 
By Benjamin L. Barker 
Chapter 1: Introduction 
American society perceives judges as the paragon of fairness and 
insulation from petty politics.1 Even Chief Justice John G. Roberts, Jr. 
holds this view.2 Despite this perception, this supposed fairness and 
apolitical nature rarely seem to actually happen with the Supreme Court. 
Bitter debate over highly publicized cases combined with contentious 
confirmation hearings suggests that the Supreme Court makes decisions 
based on more than just the law in question and the Constitution. What 
factors make Supreme Court Justices rule in a partisan manner?  
In this project, I examine the ideological direction of each 
Justice’s vote in every case brought before the Supreme Court from 1946 
to 2019. I focus on several characteristics of the Justices themselves as 
my independent variables: the party affiliation of the Justice themselves, 
the party of the President who appointed them, where they were born, the 
party of the Chief Justice at the time, how long the Justice has been on 
the bench, where they went to law school, and whether the Justice has 
ever held elected office. 
I posit that Republican Justices appointed by Republican 
presidents will make conservative decisions, and that the opposite is true 
for Democratic Justices appointed by Democratic presidents. I also claim 
1 Norman L. Greene, “How Great is America's Tolerance for Judicial 
Bias -An Inquiry into the Supreme Court's Decisions in Caperton and Citizens 
United, their Implications for Judicial Elections, and their Effect on the Rule of 
Law in the United States,” West Virginia Law Review 112, no. 3 (2010): 883, 
https://researchrepository.wvu.edu/wvlr/vol112/iss3/8. 
2 Adam Liptak, “John Roberts Criticized Supreme Court Confirmation 
Process, Before There Was a Vacancy,” New York Times, March 21, 2016, 
https://www.nytimes.com/2016/03/22/us/politics/john-roberts-criticized-
supreme-court-confirmation-process-before-there-was-a-
vacancy.html?module=inline. 
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that geography is a significant factor in determining how a Justice will 
vote in any given case. If a Justice was born in the First, Second, or 
Ninth Appellate Circuits, then that Justice will tend to vote in a liberal 
fashion because the Northeast and West Coast are liberal regions of the 
country. Because the Chief Justice is such an influential figure, and 
Justices interact with one another as they deliberate on decisions, I assert 
that Justices who serve under a Republican Chief Justice will make 
conservative decisions, and that Justices who serve under a Democratic 
Chief Justice will make more liberal decisions. An overwhelming 
majority of recent Supreme Court Justices have come from either 
Harvard or Yale law schools, both of which have reputations as liberal 
institutions. Because of this, I claim that Justices who attended either of 
these institutions will make more liberal decisions than Justices who 
attended any other institution. 
It is important to study Justice behavior because the decisions 
that the Supreme Court makes affect just under 330 million people. 
Further, their decisions can carry significant international effects. For 
example, National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius 
(2012) upheld major provisions of the Affordable Care Act, which 
drastically changed health insurance policy in the United States. 
Ultimately, Supreme Court decisions affect the average person more than 
most realize. 
In chapter two, I assess current literature concerning these 
variables. Chapter three provides my theoretical reasoning behind my 
hypotheses. In chapter four, I outline the data and methods I use to 
examine them. Chapter five presents my findings from the tests I run, 
and in chapter six I offer my final conclusions.
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Chapter 2: Literature Review 
Judicial decision-making is a complicated process. It is 
important to review the pertinent literature that sheds some light on how 
judges make decisions. In this review, I begin by discussing public 
opinion and how it affects judges’ decisions. I also examine partisanship 
and geography of appellate circuits. I also draw several major themes 
from the works that I discuss and critique. 
American conventional wisdom holds that a judge should not be 
swayed by public opinion and that their rulings are simply based on the 
law in question. This thinking has made its way to the federal judiciary, 
as well: Canon 3A(4) of the Code of Conduct for United States Judges 
says that “a judge should be faithful to, and maintain professional 
competence in, the law and should not be swayed by partisan interests, 
public clamor, or fear of criticism.”1 Due to the Constitutional 
framework that provides for appointment of federal judges rather than 
election, it is clear that the Founders valued having the judiciary 
insulated from the public’s direct influence. 2 Calvin et al., in exploring 
whether federal appellate courts respond directly to public opinion, found 
that the effects of public opinion on appellate decision-making are only 
indirect in nature. These indirect forces are the fact that the people elect 
the president, who appoints the judges, and they elect senators, who 
confirm the judges.3 Because people elect presidents and senators who 
share their ideological preferences and these actors appoint and confirm 
1 United States Courts, Code of Conduct for United States Judges, 
Judicial Conference (2019): 
https://www.uscourts.gov/sites/default/files/code_of_conduct_for_united_states
_judges_effective_march_12_2019.pdf. 
2 U.S. Const. art. II, § 2, cl. 2. 
3 Bryan Calvin, Paul M. Collins, Jr., and Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha, “On 
the Relationship between Public Opinion and Decision Making in the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals,” Political Research Quarterly 64, no. 4 (2011): 741, 
https://nexus.harding.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.nexus.harding.edu/docview/912384308?accountid=27698. 
Tenor of Our Times 
158 
judges who share their ideological preferences,4 it holds that the 
mechanism of judicial selection gives public opinion an indirect effect on 
appellate decision-making.5 Cook finds in 1977 that sentence severity in 
regard to draft crimes and public sentiment regarding the Vietnam War 
are positively correlated. Based on this finding, she posits that the federal 
judiciary is just as responsive to public opinion as the executive and 
legislative branches of government.6 Kritzer, in 1979, reexamines Cook’s 
model, making several adjustments. While he still finds that sentence 
severity and public sentiment regarding US involvement in Vietnam are 
positively correlated, he finds that none of the variables which Cook tests 
are statistically significant.7 In short, Kritzer’s findings are similar to 
Calvin et al.’s: circuit judges are insulated from the whims of public 
mood, and thus public mood does not directly affect their decisions. 
As American politics has become more polarized, the federal 
judiciary, including the U.S. Courts of Appeals, has followed. Kritzer 
finds that judges of each political stripe are more ideologically consistent 
today in their decisions than those of old, and that the gap in decision 
patterns in judges appointed by Democratic and Republican presidents 
4 Richard Funston, “The Supreme Court and Critical Elections,” 
American Political Science Review 69, no. 3 (1975): 796, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1958390. 
5 Bryan Calvin, Paul M. Collins, Jr., and Matthew Eshbaugh-Soha, “On 
the Relationship between Public Opinion and Decision Making in the U.S. 
Courts of Appeals,” Political Research Quarterly 64, no. 4 (2011): 743, 
https://nexus.harding.edu/login?url=https://search-proquest-
com.nexus.harding.edu/docview/912384308?accountid=27698. 
6 Beverly B. Cook, “Public Opinion and Federal Judiciary Policy,” 
American Journal of Political Science 21, no. 3 (1977): 592, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/2110582. 
7 Herbert M. Kritzer, “Federal Judges and Their Political 
Environments: The Influence of Public Opinion,” American Journal of Political 
Science 23, no.1 (February 1979): 204, https://doi.org/10.2307/2110780. 
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has only widened.8 While judges are more polarized and consistent in 
their rulings today, this does not mean that they are directly responsive to 
public opinion or mood. The political theory of judicial decision-making 
holds that judges make decisions purely based on their desire to further 
their ideological preferences.9 When testing whether United States 
Circuit Court judges actually made their decisions in this manner, Cross 
finds that this is actually not the predominant force driving judges’ 
decisions.10 Ashenfelter et al. finds that political party identification is 
not a statistically significant predictor of a certain outcome, contrary to 
popular belief and the researchers’ own hypothesis.11 Sunstein et al. finds 
that the political party of the appointing President is a fairly reliable 
predictor for a given appellate judge’s vote.12 Nagel, in studying both 
trial and appellate judges at all levels, finds that there will always be 
some evidence of partisan consideration “so long as political parties are 
8 Herbert M. Kritzer, “Polarized Justice? Changing Patterns of 
Decision-making in the Federal Courts,” Kansas Journal of Law and Public 
Policy 28, no.2 (Spring 2019): 355, https://search-ebscohost-
com.nexus.harding.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&AuthType=ip&db=lgh&AN=13
6144841&scope=site. 
9 Tracey E. George, “Developing a Positive Theory of Decisionmaking 
on U.S. Courts of Appeals,” Ohio State Law Journal 58, no. 5 (1998): 1646, 
http://hdl.handle.net/1811/64938. 
10 Frank B. Cross, “Decisionmaking in the U.S. Courts of Appeals,” 
California Law Review 91, no. 6 (December 2003): 1514, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3481397. 
11 Orley Ashenfelter, Theodore Eisenberg, and Stewart J. Schwab, 
“Politics and the Judiciary: The Influence of Judicial Background on Case 
Outcomes,” Journal of Legal Studies 24, no. 2 (1995): 281, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/724612. 
12 Cass R. Sunstein, David Schkade, Lisa M. Ellman, and Andres 
Sawicki, Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary 
(Washington, D.C., Brookings Institution Press, 2006): 111. 
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at least partly value-oriented and so long as court cases involve value-
oriented controversies.”13  
Cross and Tiller, in their study of partisan considerations in 
administrative law decisions by the D.C. Circuit, found that Republican 
judge panels were more likely to uphold agency decisions deemed as 
conservative, while Democratic judges were less likely to uphold these 
decisions. Conversely, Democratic judge panels were much more likely 
to uphold liberal agency decisions, and Republicans were less likely to 
do so.14 While it is clear that ideological and partisan considerations are 
valuable criteria for presidential selection of judges,15 some scholarship 
does concede that it is not the chief factor at play in judicial decision-
making. However, this is hardly settled science. 
The legal theory of judicial decision-making holds that judges 
use “external, objective sources of authority that classically comprise the 
law.”16 This includes sources such as statutes and precedents from other 
courts. This theory is reflected in the Code of Conduct for United States 
Judges as discussed earlier. Essentially, judges should only rule based on 
the law in question and without consideration of any other personal 
feelings or sentiments.17 Both Cross’s and the Ashenfelter et al.’s studies 
13 Stuart S. Nagel, “Political Party Affiliation and Judges’ Decisions,” 
The American Political Science Review 55, no. 4 (December 1961): 850, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1952531. 
14 Frank B. Cross and Emerson H. Tiller, “Judicial Partisanship and 
Obedience to Legal Doctrine: Whistleblowing on the Federal Courts of 
Appeals,” The Yale Law Journal 107, no. 7 (May 1998): 2175, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/797418. 
15 Richard Funston, “The Supreme Court and Critical Elections,” 
American Political Science Review 69, no. 3 (1975): 796, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/1958390. 
16 Frank B. Cross, “Decisionmaking in US Courts of Appeals,” 
California Law Review 91, no. 6 (December 2003): 1462, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3481397. 
17 United States Courts, Code of Conduct for United States Judges, 
Judicial Conference (2019). 
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find that the legal theory of judicial decision-making is the predominant 
method that judges use to reach their conclusions.18 Cross and Tiller find 
that the presence of an ideological minority member on any appellate 
panel acts as a “whistleblower,” reining in the “partisan ambitions of a 
court majority whose policy preferences would best be accomplished by 
neglecting the dictates of doctrine.”19 This means that decisions made by 
panels with two conservative judges and one liberal judge would not be 
as conservative as the majority judges may prefer. Since scholarship is 
conflicted on the extent to which partisan considerations affect judicial 
decision-making, my research is able contribute to the debate.  
The circuit in which a given judge is located is another important 
consideration for judicial behavior. Certain appellate circuits build up a 
reputation as being especially conservative or liberal.20 Current 
scholarship is not entirely certain whether this perception is due to their 
geographical location or if the circuit has actually earned that reputation 
due to the content of its decisions.21 Since some regions of the country, 
such as the Northeast and the West Coast, are stereotypically liberal, it 
may be that people simply project this perception onto the First, Second, 
18 Frank B. Cross, “Decisionmaking in US Courts of Appeals,” 
California Law Review 91, no. 6 (December 2003): 1514, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/3481397; Orley Ashenfelter, Theodore Eisenberg, and 
Stewart J. Schwab, “Politics and the Judiciary: The Influence of Judicial 
Background on Case Outcomes,” Journal of Legal Studies 24, no. 2 (1995): 
281, http://www.jstor.org/stable/724612. 
19 Frank B. Cross and Emerson H. Tiller, “Judicial Partisanship and 
Obedience to Legal Doctrine: Whistleblowing on the Federal Courts of 
Appeals,” The Yale Law Journal 107, no. 7 (May 1998): 2175, 
https://doi.org/10.2307/797418. 
20 Cass R. Sunstein, David Schkade, Lisa M. Ellman, and Andres 
Sawicki, Are Judges Political?: An Empirical Analysis of the Federal Judiciary 
(Washington, D.C., Brookings Institution Press, 2006): 108. 
21 Andreas Broscheid, “Comparing Circuits: Are Some U.S. Courts of 
Appeals More Liberal or Conservative Than Others?,” Law and Society Review 
45, no. 1 (2011): 172. 
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and Ninth Circuits. In studying the behavior of three-judge panels across 
all of the US Appellate Circuits, Broscheid finds that there are indeed 
significant differences between circuits. He affirms the conventional 
wisdom that the Second and Ninth Circuits are the most liberal and that 
the Fourth, Fifth, and Seventh Circuits are the most conservative.22 
However, he admits that some of his findings go against common 
wisdom, since he finds that the First and Second Circuits are more 
conservative than their reputations.23 Thus, he concludes that the 
Circuits’ reputations are exaggerated, and that the Circuits are not as 
polarized as conventional wisdom would have one think.24 
Current scholarship on judicial behavior is incomplete in that 
most studies focus on only one characteristic, whether it be political 
party of the judge, the president that appointed them, the Circuit in which 
they are located, or whether public sentiment affects their decisions. 
While it is valuable to isolate specific factors from time to time, any 
decision-making process, much less judicial decision-making, is complex 
and involves a number of considerations when reaching a decision. Thus, 
it is highly unlikely that one factor prevails over all others in how a judge 
decides a case. My research aims to blend several factors in one model in 
order to closer approximate which factors are more significant than 
others in judicial decision-making. 
Several important observations are drawn from the examined 
literature. First, as the Founders intended, federal appellate judges are 
not directly responsive to public mood. Second, judges rule based 
largely on partisan considerations and policy preferences. Third, 
Presidents pick judges who will rule in a manner consistent with that 
president’s desires. Lastly, appellate circuits’ ideological reputations 
are largely exaggerated. 
22 Andreas Broscheid, “Comparing Circuits: Are Some U.S. Courts of 
Appeals More Liberal or Conservative Than Others?,” Law and Society Review 
45, no. 1 (2011): 188. 
23 Ibid., 187 
24 Ibid., 189 
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Chapter 3: Theory 
In this section, I discuss the variables I examine and why they 
are important to include in my study. I also discuss the relationship I 
expect between the independent variables in question and my dependent 
variable. Below is a table which contains my alternative and null 
hypotheses for each variable. 
Alternative Hypothesis Null Hypothesis 
H1a: Republican judges 
make more conservative 
decisions than Democratic 
judges. 
H1O: There is no relationship between 
a judge’s party affiliation and whether 
their decisions are conservative or 
liberal. 
H2a: Judges appointed by 
Republican presidents make 
more conservative decisions. 
H2o: There is no relationship between 
the party of the president that 
appointed a judge and whether that 
judge’s decisions are conservative or 
liberal. 
H3a: Judges who are under a 
Republican Chief Justice 
make more conservative 
decisions. 
H3o: There is no relationship between 
the Chief Justice’s partisan affiliation 
and how a given Justice will vote. 
H4a: Judges born in the First, 
Second, and Ninth Circuits 
make more liberal decisions. 
H4o: There is no relationship between 
where a judge was born and how they 
will rule. 
H5a: Judges who have served 
on the bench for a longer 
time make more conservative 
decisions. 
H5o: There is no relationship between 
how long a judge has been on the 
bench and whether their decisions are 
conservative or liberal. 
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H6a: Judges who have 
previously held elected office 
make more liberal decisions. 
H6o: There is no relationship between 
whether a judge has previously held 
elected office and whether their 
decisions are conservative or liberal. 
H7a: Judges who attended 
Harvard or Yale law schools 
make more liberal decisions. 
H7o: There is no relationship between 
where a judge attended law school and 
whether their decisions are 
conservative or liberal. 
I argue that the party affiliation of the Justice in question is the 
most important factor when trying to determine judicial partisanship. 
Every individual has their own political leanings. Since judges are not 
exempt from being individuals, they have their own political leanings, as 
well. These biases show themselves in how judges rule in cases before 
them. Political party affiliation is a reflection of personal values. Those 
who identify as Republicans tend to be politically conservative, and 
those who identify as Democrats tend to be politically liberal. For 
example, William O. Douglas, appointed by Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1939, was a known Democrat whom Democrats vetted for the Vice 
Presidency on several occasions, though he was never chosen.25 Douglas 
ended up being one of the most reliable liberal votes ever on the Court. I 
argue that judges who identify as Republican will tend to rule in a more 
conservative fashion. Likewise, judges who identify as Democrats will 
tend to rule in a more liberal fashion.  
Also important is the party affiliation of the President that 
appointed the judge in question. President are clearly partisan figures. It 
is no secret that Presidents appoint judges with whom they agree 
ideologically. Presidents wish to further their policy preferences, and one 
25 James L. Moses, “William O. Douglas's "Political Ambitions" and 
the 1944 Vice-Presidential Nomination: A Reinterpretation,” The Historian 62, 
no. 2 (Winter 2000): 325, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24452092?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents. 
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way they can accomplish this is by appointing judges who will rule in 
favor of the President’s preferred policies. This is why Supreme Court 
confirmation hearings are so heated today. Senators ask the appointees 
questions that are essentially litmus tests to determine where the judge 
falls ideologically. The same applies to district and circuit judges, as 
well. This creates a sense of partisanship surrounding the Supreme Court. 
I posit that judges appointed by Republican Presidents make 
conservative decisions, while judges appointed by Democrats make 
liberal decisions, Presidents would not appoint them if they did not 
reflect their own ideology. 
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court is an incredibly 
influential figure due simply to his status. Judges interact with one 
another while reaching their decisions. As discussed earlier, party 
affiliation is a reflection of an individual’s values; the Chief Justice is not 
exempt from this. With his status and influence, it is entirely possible 
that the Chief Justice sways other members of the Court to his point of 
view. Thus, judges serving under a Republican Chief Justice will tend to 
rule in a conservative manner. Judges serving under a Democratic Chief 
Justice will tend to rule in a liberal manner. 
Another important consideration is where the judge is from. 
Different regions of the country have earned certain ideological 
reputations. For example, the South is commonly associated with 
conservatism, and the Northeast and West Coast are commonly thought 
to be liberal areas. This sentiment is reflected in the appellate circuits in 
those regions. The First and Second Circuits are located in the Northeast, 
and the Ninth Circuit is located along the West Coast. All three of these 
circuits have liberal reputations. As individuals grow up, they learn from 
their surroundings and those around them. These are considerable 
influences that can shape how a person thinks for the rest of their lives. 
Since people’s surroundings influence how they think, I claim that 
Justices who were born in the First, Second, or Ninth Circuits make 
liberal decisions. Judges who were born anywhere else show no specific 
partisan stripe. 
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Conventional wisdom holds that as people grow older, they grow 
more conservative. This assumption is reflected in a 2014 Pew Research 
study that found that conservatives make up a significantly larger portion 
of those 50 and older than those below 50.26 I do not expect that judges 
are exempt from this pattern. Individuals’ thinking and personal 
philosophies on life often change with age simply because they have 
more life experience or sometimes undergo some kind of significant 
trauma. Humans carry memories and experiences with them the rest of 
their lives, using old information as a lens through which they perceive 
new information and make decisions. Since judges are human, this is an 
important factor to include in my model. Thus, judges who have been on 
the bench for a longer amount of time will make more conservative 
decisions. 
In the past, Presidents typically appointed judges who held some 
previous nonjudicial office, such as Congressmen. I argue that since 
these and most elected offices are partisan positions, those who held 
these offices before being appointed to the Supreme Court bring this 
mindset into the judiciary. In their public persona, they are used to 
engaging their partisanship. This pattern is not easily broken just because 
they are appointed to a judicial position. I argue that judges who held 
some elected office before their appointment to the Supreme Court are 
more liberal, and judges who have not previously held elected office will 
tend to vote conservatively since they are likely career jurists. 
An interesting phenomenon observed in the Supreme Court 
currently is that the vast number of Justices come from either Harvard or 
Yale law school. Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg is currently the only 
Justice on the Court who graduated from neither Harvard nor Yale. 
However, she did attend Harvard law school for a time. Justice Sandra 
26 Drew Desilver, “The politics of American generations: How age 
affects attitudes and voting behavior,” Pew Research Center, July 9, 2014, 
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2014/07/09/the-politics-of-american-
generations-how-age-affects-attitudes-and-voting-behavior/. 
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Day O’Connor, appointed by President Reagan in 1981, is the last Justice 
who attended neither of these institutions. Both of these schools are 
members of the Ivy League, and are located in the Northeast. These 
schools, along with the Northeast as a whole, have reputations as liberal 
institutions. There are certainly conservative judges who attended 
Harvard and Yale law schools; however, each school teaches law from 
its own individual philosophy, and this does shape the thinking of its 
students, at least to some degree. Thus, I argue that Justices who attended 
either Harvard or Yale will make more liberal decisions than Justices 
who attended any other institution. 
Essentially, Republican Justices and those who were appointed 
by Republican Presidents will make conservative decisions. Justices who 
are under a Republican Chief Justice will make conservative decisions, 
and Justices who were born in the First, Second, or Ninth Circuits will 
make liberal decisions. The longer a Justice serves, the more 
conservative they will vote. Justices who attended either Harvard or Yale 
make liberal decisions. I test these theories in the next section. 
Chapter 4: Data and Methods 
Supreme Court Justices’ decisions carry a great amount of 
influence throughout the political and legal world. Americans tend to 
believe that judges should be fair, impartial, and make their decisions 
based on the law, but it seems that these interests are merely 
supplemental in light of partisan considerations. What factors make this 
so?  
The unit of analysis in my study is the Justices themselves. My 
spatial parameter is the vote that the Justice has cast in the specific case 
in question. I chose this spatial parameter because the most effective way 
to study how Justices make decisions is to examine their specific 
decisions. My temporal parameters are  1946-2019, because this covers 
the entirety of the modern Supreme Court’s history. This range allows 
for over 80,000 votes from thirty-eight different Supreme Court Justices. 
This study is a cross-sectional panel time series. 
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 My dependent variable in this study is the direction of the 
Justice’s decision. I operationalize this variable dichotomously. This 
variable, labeled “Decision Direction,” comes from Harold Spaeth et 
al.’s Supreme Court Database, and the database codes the variable with 
1 as conservative, 2 as liberal, and 3 as unspecifiable.27 For the 
purposes of this statistical model, I recoded the 3s as missing since a 
logit regression is only compatible with a dichotomous variable. There 
is not much missing data in this database for this variable. This is the 
best way to measure how a Justice leans in a given case because it 
shows precisely the ideological direction of the Justice’s vote. The 
following is a histogram describing the distribution of the decision 
direction data with a normal curve overlaid. Following the histogram is 
a descriptive statistics table with relevant statistics regarding each 
variable in my model. 
27 Harold J. Spaeth, Lee Epstein, Andrew D. Martin, Jeffrey A. Segal, 
Theodore J. Ruger, and Sara C. Benesh, 2019 Supreme Court Database, 
Version 2019 Release 1 (2019), distributed by Washington University Law, 
http://scdb.wustl.edu/data.php. 
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Decision 
Direction 
Party 
Judge 
Party 
President 
Born129Circuit Party 
Chief 
Justice 
Time On 
Bench 
Elected 
Office 
Harvard 
Yale 
N 79919 58963 80269 80269 80269 80269 80269 80269 
Minimum 1.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 
Maximum 3.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 1.00 36.00 1.00 1.00 
Mean 1.5381 .5212 .5910 .1871 .9090 12.6007 .1716 .5346 
Median 2 1.00 1.00 .0000 1.00 11.00 .0000 1.00 
Standard 
Deviation 
.53145 .49956 .49165 .38996 .28766 8.57149 .37704 .49881 
Figure 1: Descriptive Statistics 
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My first independent variable, the party of the judge, is 
paramount to studying Justices’ decision making. My study would suffer 
significantly if the judge’s political party were not included. Political 
party affiliation is an expression of an individual’s values, and the 
Justices of the Supreme Court are not exempt from this. I operationalize 
this variable by coding Republican judges as a 1 and Democratic judges 
as a 0. This data comes from a variety of sources because some Justices 
are hesitant to publicly declare their partisan leanings, and some hunting 
was necessary in order to find the information. I found the information 
on Oyez for Justices Kennedy, Whittaker, Warren, Vinson, Burton, 
Roberts, Stewart, O’Connor, Minton, Burger, and Rehnquist.1 I found 
information for Justices Goldberg, Gorsuch, and Brennan from the 
Encyclopedia Britannica, and information for Justices White, Souter, 
Kagan, Powell, and Clark in various online newspaper and magazine 
articles.2 I found Justice Douglas’ affiliation in an article in the Winter 
1 “Anthony M. Kennedy,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/anthony_m_kennedy; “Charles E. Whittaker,” 
Oyez, https://www.oyez.org/justices/charles_e_whittaker; “Earl Warren,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/earl_warren; “Fred M. Vinson,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/fred_m_vinson; “Harold Burton,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/harold_burton; “John G. Roberts, Jr.,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/john_g_roberts_jr; “Potter Stewart,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/potter_stewart; “Sandra Day O’Connor,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/sandra_day_oconnor; “Sherman Minton,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/sherman_minton; “Warren E. Burger,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/warren_e_burger; “William H. Rehnquist,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices/william_h_rehnquist. 
2 Encyclopaedia Brittanica, s.v. “Arthur J. Goldberg,” August 14, 
2019, https://www.britannica.com/biography/Arthur-J-Goldberg; 
Encyclopadeia Brittanica, s.v. “Neil Gorsuch,” August 25, 2019, 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Neil-Gorsuch; Encyclopaedia 
Brittanica, s.v. “William Brennan,” July 20, 2019, 
https://www.britannica.com/biography/William-Joseph-Brennan-Jr; inda P. 
Campbell, “Justice White: the Democrat Who Often Votes with Conservatives,” 
Chicago Tribune, March 21, 1993, https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-
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2000 edition of The Historian journal, and information on Justice 
Thomas on biography.com.3 Justice Murphy’s information came from 
Ballotpedia, an election reference website.4 Justice Black’s information 
came from the Constitution Center website.5 Data for Justice Reed came 
from the University of Kentucky Oral History Project.6 I was unable to 
find reliable sources that stated the party affiliation of Justices Scalia, 
Kavanaugh, Frankfurter, Blackmun, Harlan II, Stevens, Ginsburg, Alito, 
Breyer, Sotomayor, Thurgood Marshall, and Rutledge. This missing data 
is problematic, because these Justices represent a significant portion of 
the total votes cast in the cases contained in the database. As such, it is 
xpm-1993-03-21-9303310169-story.html; Robert Barnes and Lucy Shackelford, 
“As on Bench, Voting Styles are Personal,” Washington Post, February 12, 
2008, http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
dyn/content/article/2008/02/11/AR2008021102753.html; Ariane de Vogue and 
Devin Dwyer, “Hearings Give Glimpse of Kagan’s Views on Hot Issues,” ABC 
News, June 30, 2010, https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/Supreme_Court/elena-
kagan-issues-supreme-court-hearings-give-glimpse/story?id=11052847; Joan 
Biskupic and Fred Barbash, “Retired Justice Powell Dies at 90,” Washington 
Post, August 26, 1998, https://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-
srv/national/longterm/supcourt/stories/powell082698.htm; “Tom C. Clark, 
Former Justice, Dies; On the Supreme Court for 18 Years,” New York Times, 
June 14, 1977, https://www.nytimes.com/1977/06/14/archives/tom-c-clark-
former-justice-dies-on-the-supreme-court-for-18-years.html. 
3 James L. Moses, “William O. Douglas's "Political Ambitions" and the 
1944 Vice-Presidential Nomination: A Reinterpretation,” The Historian 62, no. 
2 (Winter 2000): 325, 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/24452092?seq=1#page_scan_tab_contents; 
“Clarence Thomas Biography,” biography.com, April 2, 2014, 
https://www.biography.com/law-figure/clarence-thomas. 
4 “Governor of Michigan,” Ballotpedia, 
https://ballotpedia.org/Governor_of_Michigan. 
5 Nicandro Iannacci, “Hugo Black, unabashed partisan for the 
Constitution,” Constitution Center, August 12, 2019, 
https://constitutioncenter.org/blog/hugo-black-unabashed-partisan-for-the-
constitution. 
6 “Collection Overview,” Stanley Forman Reed Papers, 1926-1977, 
Special Collections and Digital Programs, University of Kentucky Libraries, 
https://exploreuk.uky.edu/fa/findingaid/?id=xt700000032b#fa-heading-ref1. 
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possible that the results may be skewed in one party’s favor.  While I did 
not include results from Wikipedia in my study, it is entirely possible 
that the Justices’ party affiliation reported on Wikipedia is accurate. 
While some Justices do not like to disclose their party affiliation, it is 
still considered public knowledge for these Justices and their parties. 
Since anyone can edit Wikipedia, it is entirely possible for the Justice 
themselves to edit their own article and change their party affiliation to 
the correct one. Following is a histogram describing the distribution of 
political affiliation among the Justices for whom data was available, with 
a normal curve overlaid. 
My next variable, the party of the President that appointed the 
Justice to the Supreme Court, is also important to consider when 
studying Supreme Court Justices. I call this variable “Party President” in 
my data set, and I operationalize it with 1 representing Republicans and 0 
representing Democrats. There is not a better way to operationalize this 
variable, since every Supreme Court Justice since 1946 has been 
appointed by a President who was either a Republican or a Democrat. 
There is no missing data for this variable. This data comes from the 
Supreme Court website and a list of Presidents with their party 
All Rise 
173 
affiliation.7  The following chart is a histogram showing Justice votes 
from Justices who were appointed by Republican presidents versus 
Democratic presidents. 
My next independent variable is the appellate circuit where the 
Justice in question was born. I operationalize this variable with a value 
of 1 if that the Justice was born in a state contained in the First, Second, 
or Ninth Circuits; a value of 0 indicates a state within any other 
jurisdiction. This data is available for every Supreme Court Justice in 
my study. This data is available from Oyez8 and the Federal Judicial 
Center biographies for each Justice.9 Below is a histogram showing the 
7 “Justices 1789 to Present,” Supreme Court of the United States. 
Accessed October 14, 2019. 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/members_text.aspx; “US Presidents and 
US Political Parties,” presidential-power.org, 2016, http://www.presidential-
power.org/us-presidents-in-order-dates-parties.htm. 
8 Harold J. Spaeth, Lee Epstein, Andrew D. Martin, Jeffrey A. Segal, 
Theodore J. Ruger, and Sara C. Benesh, 2019 Supreme Court Database, 
Version 2019 Release 1 (2019), distributed by Washington University Law, 
http://scdb.wustl.edu/data.php. 
9 “Biographical Directory of Article III Federal Judges, 1789-present,” 
Federal Judicial Center, https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges. 
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distribution of Justice votes since 1946 that came from a Justice who 
was born in either the First, Second, or Ninth Circuit; or any other 
jurisdiction. 
My next variable, the Chief Justice at the time of the case, is also 
important, because the Chief Justice is an influential figure in Supreme 
Court decision-making. Because the political party affiliation of any 
judge is important, and the Chief Justice carries a lot of weight in his 
decision making, it is important that I include this as a variable (called 
“Party Chief Justice”) in my study. I operationalize the party of the Chief 
Justice with 0 meaning that the Chief Justice at the time was a Democrat 
and a 1 signifying that the Chief Justice at the time was a Republican. 
The data for the identity of the Chief Justice is contained in the Supreme 
Court database, and their party affiliation is found in their biographies on 
Oyez.10 Below is a histogram showing the distribution of the party 
affiliation of the Chief Justice since 1946. It is abundantly clear that there 
10 Harold J. Spaeth, Lee Epstein, Andrew D. Martin, Jeffrey A. Segal, 
Theodore J. Ruger, and Sara C. Benesh, 2019 Supreme Court Database, 
Version 2019 Release 1 (2019), distributed by Washington University Law, 
http://scdb.wustl.edu/data.php; “Justices,” Oyez, https://www.oyez.org/justices. 
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are more instances in which a Republican was the Chief Justice than if a 
Democrat was the Chief Justice. 
The amount of time that the Justice in question has spent on the 
Supreme Court is an important factor to consider. Ideologies may drift as 
Justices grow older, and for this reason I include it as a variable in my 
study. This is a continuous variable called “Time On Bench” in my 
model. I calculate it by figuring how many years have passed between 
the date the Justice was confirmed to the Supreme Court and the date that 
the case was decided. The date that the case was decided is found in the 
Supreme Court Database,11 and confirmation dates are found on the 
Supreme Court website.12 Below is a histogram showing a distribution of 
how long a Justice had been on the Court when they heard the case in 
question. 
11 Harold J. Spaeth, Lee Epstein, Andrew D. Martin, Jeffrey A. Segal, 
Theodore J. Ruger, and Sara C. Benesh, 2019 Supreme Court Database, 
Version 2019 Release 1 (2019), distributed by Washington University Law, 
http://scdb.wustl.edu/data.php. 
12 “Justices 1789 to Present,” Supreme Court of the United States. 
Accessed October 14, 2019. 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/about/members_text.aspx. 
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In chapter three, I discussed how whether a Justice had formerly 
held elected office may affect their decisions. This variable is called 
“Elected Office” in my model. I operationalize this variable with a value 
of 1 signifying that the Justice has held elected office in the past, and a 0 
meaning that the Justice has not held elected office. This information is 
available on the Federal Judicial Center’s website in judge biographies 
and the biographies found on Oyez.13 Below is a histogram showing a 
distribution of instances in which a Justice who had formerly held 
elected office heard a case. 
13 “Biographical Directory of Article III Federal Judges, 1789-present,” 
Federal Judicial Center, https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges; “Justices,” Oyez, 
https://www.oyez.org/justices. 
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Finally, where the Justice in question attended law school is 
important, considering the current monopoly that Harvard and Yale law 
schools have on the Supreme Court. I operationalize this variable, called 
“Harvard Yale” in my model, with 1 signifying that the Justice attended 
Harvard or Yale, and 0 signifying that the Justice attended any other law 
school. This data comes from the judge biographies found on the Federal 
Judicial Center website.14 Below is a histogram which shows a 
distribution of how many times Justices who attended law school at 
either Harvard or Yale heard a case versus Justices who attended law 
school anywhere else. 
14 “Biographical Directory of Article III Federal Judges, 1789-present,” 
Federal Judicial Center, https://www.fjc.gov/history/judges. 
Tenor of Our Times 
178 
I test these hypotheses using a logit analysis because the 
dependent variable in this study is dichotomous. An OLS regression is 
inappropriate for this study because those regression models require 
continuous dependent variables. 
Chapter 5: Findings 
In chapter three, I discussed in detail my argument behind each 
factor that I include in my model. My hypotheses are reproduced below. 
Among other factors, I argue that judges who are Republicans and 
appointed by Republican presidents tend to make more conservative 
decisions on the bench. In this chapter, I test this theory in order to 
evaluate how these chosen factors affect judicial decision making. For 
this study, I use a logit regression analysis. 
Hypotheses Expected Relationship 
H1: Republican judges make more 
conservative decisions than Democratic 
judges. 
+
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H2: Judges appointed by Republican 
presidents make more conservative decisions. + 
H3: Judges who are under a Republican 
Chief Justice make more conservative 
decisions. 
+ 
H4: Judges born in the First, Second, and 
Ninth Circuits make more liberal decisions. - 
H5: Judges who have served on the bench for 
a longer time make more conservative 
decisions. 
+ 
H6: Judges who have previously held elected 
office make more liberal decisions. - 
H7: Judges who went to law school at 
Harvard or Yale make more liberal decisions. - 
The following charts contain the logit analysis done in SPSS. 
Figure 2: Regression Results 
DECISION DIRECTION 
Party of the Justice 0.236*** 
(0.028) 
Party of the President that Appointed the Justice 0.313*** 
(0.028) 
Party of the Chief Justice -0.642***
(0.035)
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Where the Justice was Born -0.140***
(0.028)
Time on the Bench 0.011*** 
(0.001) 
Elected Office -0.202***
(0.025)
Where the Justice went to Law School 0.124*** 
(0.021) 
Constant 0.043 
(0.035) 
N 80269 
Standard errors in parentheses 
* p < .1, ** p < .05, *** p < .01 
For this project, I use the Cox and Snell R-square as the regular 
R-square. This shows the variance in the dependent variable that is
Model Summary 
Step -2 Log likelihood
Cox & Snell R 
Square 
Nagelkerke R 
Square 
1 79090.601a .014 .019 
a. Estimation terminated at iteration number 3 because parameter
estimates changed by less than .001.
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explained by the independent variables. Unfortunately, the Cox and Snell 
R-square is rather small. This could possibly be explained by the theory
that Supreme Court Justices are individuals, and individuals’ behavior
cannot always be predicted by certain characteristics. Adjusted R-square
is unavailable for this type of analysis.
The value which is not in parentheses in Figure 2 is the 
unstandardized Beta, which shows how large an effect that variable has 
on the model. The sign in front of the value signifies the direction of the 
relationship between that variable and the dependent variable, the 
ideological direction of the vote cast by the judge in the case in question. 
The party of the judge and the party of the President that appointed them 
are both in the positive direction, which lines up with my hypotheses. 
The party of the Chief Justice, though, tells a different story. The sign 
accompanying the value is negative, which indicates a negative 
relationship between the party of the Chief Justice and the vote direction. 
I suspect that this is due in part to the large number of liberal decisions 
that were handed down when Earl Warren, a Republican, was Chief 
Justice. Though he was appointed by Republican President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, he handed down a large number of liberal decisions. Warren 
was simply a theoretical outlier among the Republican party. The circuit 
where the Justice was born has a positive relationship with the decision 
direction, the Justice’s time on the bench has a positive relationship, and 
whether the Justice formerly held elected office has a negative 
relationship. These are all in line with my hypotheses. However, where 
the Justice attended law school has a positive relationship, which is 
contrary to my hypothesis. I suspect that this is due to the fact that 
Justices of every ideological stripe come out of Harvard and Yale, from 
Clarence Thomas and Antonin Scalia to Ruth Bader Ginsburg and 
William J. Brennan. Ultimately, it is neither strictly conservatives nor 
strictly liberals coming out of these institutions, but simply smart people. 
All of my independent variables are statistically significant. This 
is reflected in Figure 2 by the asterisk following each unstandardized 
beta value. Because these values are statistically significant, I reject the 
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null for all of the variables except for party of the Chief Justice and 
where the Justice attended law school, for which I fail to reject the null. 
Unfortunately, I cannot comment on the substantive significance of these 
variables because such analysis is beyond the scope of this project. The 
standard errors for each variable, which are the values in parentheses in 
Figure 2, is below .05, which means that the estimated mean values for 
these variables are close to the true population mean. 
All of the variables that I tested are statistically significant, but I 
lack the tools required to determine any substantive significance. All of 
my hypotheses were correct except for those about the party of the Chief 
Justice and where the Justice attended law school. My independent 
variables also do not reflect perfectly the variance in the dependent 
variable, the direction of the decision. 
Chapter 6: Conclusion 
Judges are supposed to be perfectly fair and impartial, but we see 
that this is rarely the case on the Supreme Court. What factors make 
Supreme Court Justices rule in a partisan manner? This is an important 
question to study because decisions made by the Supreme Court have the 
potential to significantly affect the average person’s life.  
My model found that all of the factors that I tested are 
statistically significant to predict a Justice’s voting patterns in any given 
case. However, two of my variables, the party of the Chief Justice and 
where the Justice went to law school, were statistically significant in the 
opposite direction from what  I originally hypothesized.  
The analysis for party of the Chief Justice was likely skewed by 
the presence of Earl Warren in this model, who was Chief Justice in the 
1950s. During his time as Chief Justice, the Court handed down a 
number of liberal decisions, especially in the arena of civil rights. It is 
possible that a better measure of analysis would be to operationalize the 
variable differently or to choose a different variable, perhaps one that has 
to do with the ideological composition of the entire Court at the time the 
case was decided.  
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Where the Justice went to law school was also different than I 
expected, demonstrating that a judge who attended Harvard or Yale law 
school tended to rule more conservatively. I expected judges who 
attended either of these institutions to rule in a liberal fashion because 
these institutions have liberal reputations and education affects the way 
individuals make decisions. This observation likely is due to the fact that 
conservative and liberal Justices alike have gone to Harvard and Yale 
law school. Either these institutions are not as liberal as I expected, or the 
judges who attended retained their conservative philosophies while they 
were there. 
If I were to expand upon this project, the first place I would 
begin is by expanding the temporal parameters. Harold Spaeth’s 
Supreme Court Database comes in two forms, a modern form that spans 
from 1946-2019 and a legacy database that spans from 1791-1945. It 
would be useful to include a larger timespan even if for no other reason 
than to increase the number of observations in the model.  Increasing the 
amount of observations would also increase my model’s accuracy. Since 
my model accounts for individual characteristics of the Justices, and not 
contextual factors surrounding the case in question, I would like to 
include religion as a variable, as well. While some may suggest that race 
is important to study as an individual characteristic, I do not believe that 
there have been enough nonwhite Justices on the Supreme Court to 
produce reliable data. Ultimately, it appears that Supreme Court Justices 
use more than the law or the Constitution to guide their decisions.
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VOGUE’S PLACE IN TWENTIETH CENTURY AMERICA 
By Charis A. Caves
It is ironic how the sources of mundane and common cultural 
consumption of an era are often the very same sources that historians 
study. Vogue magazine is one of these sources, because it cemented itself 
as a staple of consumerism in a rapidly shifting America. Vogue 
magazine remains a predominant part of American media after more than 
a century of publication. What is it about the publication, which focuses 
on fashion and culture, that allowed for the endurance of its popularity 
throughout the twentieth century? Vogue adapted its image to reflect the 
changes within American society during the twentieth century. By 
appealing to the “American dream” of consumerism and highlighting 
trendy visual aesthetics, Vogue became popular among a growing 
readership of women, causing the magazine to become a hallmark of 
American culture throughout an era of significant cultural change. 
Vogue magazine began as a publication in Manhattan. Its content 
was not geared towards women or culture, rather, the articles and 
advertisements within spoke to a niche group of people, the Manhattan 
elite.1 The first edition of Vogue was published in December 1892.2 It 
contained an article entitled “Vogue Society Supplement,” which 
described the preparations of debutantes for the inaugural “Patriarch 
Ball,” followed by a list of receptions hosted by Manhattan families.3 
The magazine changed significantly from its humble beginnings when its 
owner and its content changed. 
1 Alison Matthews David, “Vogue’s New World: American 
Fashionability and the Politics of Style,” Fashion Theory: The Journal of Dress, 
Body & Culture, 10, no. 1 (Mar/Jun 2006): 14, 
https://doi.org10.2752/136270406778051049. 
 2 “Vogue Society Supplement,” Vogue, December 1892, 
https://archive.vogue.com/article/18921217051/print. 
3 Ibid. 
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In 1909, publishing mogul Condé Nast purchased Vogue. “Nast’s 
immediate concern was for the business side of the operation.”4 During 
this time, the magazine established itself as a cultural platform.5 The 
content of the magazine shifted away from the interests of wealthy 
Manhattanites toward a more feminine perspective. The editorial focus 
became the artistic and glamourous parts of modern American life, 
which was reflected in Vogue’s growing popularity and readership. 
The advent of accessible photography was one of the first 
significant societal changes seen within Vogue’s content. The use of 
photography within media marked a shift away from the use of hand-
drawn and hand-painted art. As photography was popularized within 
American society, Vogue utilized photographs within its publication. In 
the early years of Vogue, the covers were illustrated. The cover designs 
were stylized, modern drawings of sophisticated women. As photography 
became commonplace, the design of Vogue’s covers shifted from the 
aesthetic of stylized art to photographed portraits. By the 1940s, nearly 
all Vogue covers were photographed. Outfits featured on the cover were 
no longer the product of an artist’s imagination. Modern photography 
enabled the magazine to showcase the work of fashion designers which 
could be purchased and worn by readers.6 This change also created a 
modern notion of style standards through the promotion of specific 
aesthetic.7  
4 Carolyn Garret Cline, “Condé Nast,” in Dictionary of Literary 
Biography: American Magazine Journalists, 1900-1960, ed. Sam G. Riley, 249. 
Detroit, MI: Gale Research Inc., 1990.  
5 Dominic Janes, “Early Twentieth-Century Vogue, George Wolfe 
Plank and The Freaks of Mayfair,” Visual Culture in Britain 18, no. 1 (March 
2017): 68-69, https://doi.org/10.1080/14714787.2017.1317017. 
6 Norberto Angeletti and Olivia Alberto, In Vogue: the Illustrated 
History of the World’s Most Famous Fashion Magazine, New York: Rizzoli, 
2006, 55. 
7 Ibid, 119. 
Vogue’s Place in Twentieth Century America 
189 
Along with the technological development of photography, the 
medical field was growing. Developments in the realm of Public Health 
also influenced the content of the magazine. As the negative health 
effects of smoking were recognized, Vogue played a role in discouraging 
smoking among its readership, which resulted in the anger of some of its 
advertisers. During the 1900s, there was a cultural image of glamour 
associated with “the image of a cigarette in the hand of an elegant 
woman.”8 This can be seen in numerous editorials and advertisements in 
the magazine, dating back to its illustrated editions. This image was met 
with cultural dissonance when the dangers of smoking were recognized. 
Articles were published within Vogue to warn its readers of the dangers 
of smoking. Editor Grace Mirabella started an anti-smoking campaign in 
the magazine, featuring unappealing images of cigarette butts taken by 
photographer Irving Penn. This “caused clashes with Vogue’s 
advertisers” who used the cultural imagery of glamourous smoking in 
their ads.9 This also created a dissonance through the promotion of 
competing ideals, which hearkens back to the dissonance regarding 
Vogue’s interpretation of women’s roles.10 Perhaps these messages 
cancelled each other out, or perhaps they appealed concurrently to the 
diverse beliefs held by the readership. This speaks, on one level, to the 
broad appeal of the publication. 
Mary Stockrocki argued that Vogue was a “predominantly myth-
making and image-making machine.”11 There was a real implication to 
the messages that these images sold. She showed women of multiple 
8 Cheryl Krasnick Warsh and Penny Tinkler, “In Vogue: North 
American and British Representations of Women Smokers in Vogue, 1920s-
1960s.” Canadian Bulletin of Medical History 24, no 1 (2007): 10, 
https://doi.org/10.3138/cbmh.24.1.9. 
9 Diana Vreeland, Diana Vreeland memos: The Vogue Years (New 
York: Rizzoli International Publications, Incorporated, 2013), 242. 
10 Warsh, “In Vogue,” 10. 
 11 Mary Stockrocki, “An Intergenerational Examination of Vogue 
Fashion Advertisements,” International Journal of Education through Art 1, no. 
3 (2005): 265. https://doi.org/10.1286/etar.1.3.259/7. 
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generations images from Vogue and its advertisers to study their 
responses. The fact that women of all three generations had an overall 
positive view of the material speaks to the appeal of the magazine. This 
study emphasized the popularity of Vogue through its appeal to 
advertisers, which often rely on creating advertisements that reflect the 
imagery and sophistication of the publication itself. Therefore, the 
advertisements played a significant role within the creation of the 
imagery that is Vogue. 
The success of the publication proved that it had a larger 
readership than the assumed wealthy and well-to-do women12 
Throughout the early stages of its publication, Vogue gained a broader 
readership with its “greater acceptance of mass-produced and branded 
goods, an attitude which [typified] American fashion design.”13 Despite 
its sophisticated image, Vogue associated itself with everyday America 
because it created an aesthetic that highlighted expensive fashions within 
the recognizable context of everyday American life. It appealed to an 
image of glamour that Americans could theoretically attain. According to 
Mary Stockrocki, “magazines such as Vogue make money selling 
images- the magazine, not actual clothing or products.”14 In this way, 
Vogue became part of the American Dream, one that spoke specifically 
to women, and adapted to the changing expectations of our culture.  
The February 1940 issue of Vogue epitomized Vogue’s vision of 
the American Dream. It was entitled the “Americana Issue” and featured 
a model wearing white jacket accessorized with red, white, and blue 
jewels.15 A feature within, entitled “Designers in America,” featured the 
designers of Saks Fifth Avenue and Bergdorf Goodman, among others.16 
12 Warsh, “In Vogue,” 11. 
13 David, “Vogue’s New World,” 14.  
14 Stockrocki, “An Intergenerational Examination of Vogue Fashion 
Advertisements,” 265. 
15 “Americana Issue,” Vogue, February 1940. 
 16 “Designers in America,” Vogue, February 1940, 
https://archive.vogue.com/article/19400201141/print . 
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Vogue achieved its readership by appealing to the stylistic tastes of 
American women, even those that did not buy the fashions within its 
pages.  
Vogue created a cultural image: what Vogue published reflected 
the cultural desires and images of the real world. According to historian 
Dominic Janes, “fashion magazines played a prominent role in shaping 
perceptions about not merely desirable styles of dress, but of lifestyles in 
general.”17 For example, when women first started wearing pants, Vogue 
emphasized that “pants could be just as feminine as skirts and dresses… 
women just needed to pay attention to other aspects of their appearance 
in order to emphasize their femininity.”18 The July 1964 edition of Vogue 
contained an article entitled “Women in Pants,” accompanied with a 
photo of “Queen Sirikit of Thailand… in blue jeans.”19 Through 
editorials such as this, Vogue had an influence on normalizing new 
fashions, and thereby influenced the culture. Women wearing pants as a 
fashion is a purely aesthetic choice. However, fashion standards of 
women changed in accordance with the social power that women had 
within America. The editorial on women wearing pants explained that 
pants “will come to the city as surely as the automobile came. They will 
be powered by the young, the daring… women who see… the essence of 
contemporary allure and comfort.”20 Vogue was not only a successful 
female-oriented publication, by also one that influenced the aesthetic 
choices of women within a shifting political environment.  
Early editions of Vogue did not present a clear position 
regarding women’s roles. Vogue advocated and supported multiple 
17 Janes, “Early Twentieth-Century Vogue,” 68. 
18 Betty Luther Hillman, Dressing for the Culture Wars: Style and 
Politics of Self-Presentation in the 1960s And 1970s, Lincoln: University of 
Nebraska Press, 2015, 20.  
19 “Vogue’s Eye View: Women in Pants,” Vogue, July 1964, 
https://archive.vogue.com/article/19640701062/print. 
20 Ibid. 
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iterations of modern women and their lifestyles. However, the written 
articles within the magazine were not necessarily political in nature. 
Modern, athletic women were lauded alongside traditional, delicate 
models of femininity.21 This speaks to the notion that publications like 
Vogue have remained in the cultural marketplace due to their choice to 
appeal to multiple perspectives. While this is a valid argument, early 
editions of Vogue refrained from making overt political statements. By 
choosing to feature modern women in its pages, Vogue showed its 
support of women in society while remaining a publication focused on 
fashion and aesthetic. During the mid-twentieth century, this changed as 
Vogue became a platform for political figures. Two of these women were 
Millicent Fenwick and Gloria Steinem. Both Fenwick and Steinem were 
political activists, Vogue models, and Vogue writers.   
Millicent Fenwick was an editor of Vogue. After her tenure as 
editor, she became a Congresswoman that fought for equal rights. 
Fenwick became politically active in the 1930s. During that time, she 
was also worked as a model. She was the editor of Vogue from 1938-
1948, during which she wrote Vogue’s Book of Etiquette.22Vogue’s Book 
of Etiquette gave a particularly insightful ideal of a modern, yet 
sophisticated woman. The book gives advice on being singleness, 
motherhood, fashion, and even ettiquete for dining at the White House.23 
After leaving Vogue to pursue a fulltime political career, 
Fenwick was interviewed for an profile in the June 1975 edition of 
Vogue. At that time, Fenwick was a Republican Congresswoman for the 
state of New Jersey. The profile criticized the media’s characterization of 
her after her congressional win. At a healthy and sharp sixty-four years 
21 David, “Vogue’s New World,” 24. 
22 “Fenwick, Millicent Hammond (1910-1992),” In From Suffrage to 
the Senate: America’s Political Women: An Encyclopedia of Leaders, Causes, 
& Issues, by Suzanne O’Dea (Amenia, NY: Grey House Publishing, 2013), 1. 
23 Millicent Fenwick, Vogue’s Book of Etiquette: A Complete Guide to 
Traditional Forms and Modern Usage. New York: Simon and Schuster, 1948. 
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old, she was teased as a “geriatric triumph” after winning her 
congressional bid. 24 The article described Fenwick’s pivotal trip to 
Vietnam with other members of Congress, and how it changed her 
perspective of the United States’ involvement in the Vietnam Conflict. 
Author Jean Stafford wrote that Fenwick “emerged in her true form as a 
dove; she had the courageous humility to change her tune. When she 
came back, she was vehemently against our sending another nickel’s 
worth of arms” toward the Vietnam Conflict.25 
A freelance journalist and model for Vogue, Gloria Steinem was 
a cultural figure that normalized the feminist movement through her 
popularity. According to historian Suzanne O’Dea, “Steinem’s physical 
appeal provided reassurance to some women that feminists can be 
attractive and enjoy the company of men, in addition to having power.”26 
The July 1964 edition of Vogue featured Gloria Steinem on the cover, 
and featured her written profile of African-American writer James 
Baldwin. Baldwin spoke to Steinem about writing Mister Charlie, a 
Broadway play about an African American man. Baldwin explained to 
Steinem that “though the action takes place in a small southern town, it 
applies to the whole country.”27 The article further explained Baldwin’s 
upbringing and experience within America during the Civil Rights era. 
This article reflected how Vogue became a platform for political and 
cultural changes within America. 
While remaining a uniquely American publication, Vogue started 
to highlight different cultures and fashions within its pages. Editor Diana 
Vreeland was incredibly inspired by the diverse cultures of the world, 
24 Jean Stafford, “Millicent Fenwick: An Adroit Politician,” Vogue, 
June 1975, https://archive.vogue.com/article/19750601098/print. 
25 Ibid. 
26 “Steinem, Gloria Marie (b. 1934),” In From Suffrage to the Senate: 
America’s Political Women: An Encyclopedia of Leaders, Causes, & Issues, by 
Suzanne O’Dea (Amenia, NY: Grey House Publishing, 2013), 1.  
27 Gloria Steinem, “James Baldwin, An Original: A Sharpened view of 
him,” Vogue, July 1964, https://archive.vogue.com/article/19640701073/print. 
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which influenced the pages of Vogue. For instance, Vreeland featured 
clothing and models from African, Asian, and Middle Eastern countries. 
She personally knew and admired the queen of Thailand, and featured 
Asian fashion motifs within her editorials.  Diana Vreeland drew 
influence not only from the fashion of other parts of the world, but also 
from its different religious beliefs. She believed in the importance of 
meditation, and felt that spiritual articles were useful to “give people a 
bit of a lift.”28 She used her tenure at Vogue to expand Vogue’s 
recognition of diverse cultures.  
Vreeland refrained from making political statements during her 
tenure, and viewed the realm of her work to be outside Academia. When 
asked about her views by a college student, Vreeland explained that “no 
war or pestilence in history has ever stopped fashion and manners in 
dress from progressing and changing… fashion is always guided by the 
social and economic world as it changes and fluctuates.”29 This 
perspective showed a simplistic view of what Vogue was: a reflection of 
a changing culture and its fashions. Under her leadership, Vogue was not 
a platform for social change. Rather, it was a platform for the changing 
fashions within a society. More than anything, Vogue promoted an 
aesthetic.  
Diana Vreeland’s tenure as Vogue editor corresponds with the 
age of Old Hollywood. Grace Mirabella, her successor as editor, spoke of 
the direction of the magazine during Vreeland’s time and stated that 
“Vreeland changed the content [of Vogue]. Fantasy …  in clothes and in 
beauty- plus the first very well reported plastic surgery articles,” were 
published under Vreeland’s leadership.30 Thus, according to Mirabella, 
the focus towards new societal aspects during Vreeland’s generation, 
such as plastic surgery, showed and reflected the interests of not only the 
readership, but broader society. The pages of Vogue showed a piece of 
28 Vreeland, Diana Vreeland memos: The Vogue Years, 188-190. 
29 Ibid, 196.  
30 Mirabella, In and Out of Vogue, 245. 
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the real life of America, within an appealing vision of the American 
Dream. 
Vreeland’s successor, Grace Mirabella, shared Vreeland’s 
passion for Vogue. However, her background was in stark contrast to 
Vreeland’s. Vreeland came from a wealthy background, which is 
reflected within her leadership at Vogue. In her memoir, Mirabella 
explains that “Vreeland was a pure product of Parisian couture… her 
tastes were as aristocratic and European as [Mirabella’s] were 
American.”31 Mirabella explained her original distaste for working with 
Vreeland because of how out-of-touch Vreeland seemed. “She was 
someone who, while my family and millions of others were struggling 
through the Great Depression” had written about importing furniture, 
writing with diamond pencils, and washing children’s hair “in dead 
champagne.”32 The dichotomy of Vreeland and Mirabella reflected the 
cultural dissonance within Vogue: fashion and culture within competing 
contexts of wealth and attainability. 
The transition of leadership provided new energy, which resulted 
in significant cultural changes within the organization. Grace Mirabella’s 
promotion to editor signaled Vogue’s transition into modern society. 
Mirabella shifted focus to “the fashion of real life.”33 She wanted to 
promote an image that reflected modern culture: an image that was 
consistent with the magazine’s readership. Mirabella’s tenure was 
characterized by bold editorial choices. One of these decisions was the 
August 1974 cover. Beverly Johnson became the first African-American 
model on the cover of the magazine. This occurred three years into 
Mirabella’s tenure. The issue was aptly titled “our American look 
issue.”34 The Beverly Johnson cover marked a shift in cultural 
representation in mainstream media. 
31 Mirabella, In and Out of Vogue, 108. 
32 Ibid, 104. 
33 Ibid, 213. 
34 Ibid, 212. 
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Despite her wealth, Vreeland focused on the economic viability 
of Vogue’s audience. This is reflected within the current publication of 
Vogue under current editor Anna Wintour. While Vogue is bent toward 
high fashion, both editors made it a priority to highlight less expensive 
clothing. Vreeland wrote, “I think that the most completely constructive 
thing that Vogue can do for its readers is when we show a group of 
inexpensive clothes for summer.”35 Wintour presented clothes from 
multiple cost brackets, as evinced in her first magazine cover. 36 
The first Vogue cover under Wintour’s leadership featured a 
model wearing jeans, a first for the magazine. The incongruity of “an 
expensive item [a couture jacket] paired with an inexpensive one [jeans] 
showed Wintour’s risk-taking sensibilities.37 This also reflected a change 
in what was viewed as fashionable. Wintour’s first cover argued that 
even jeans could fit within the framework elegance and sophistication 
that magazine evokes. Another one of the editorial changes was a more 
realistic portrayal of its models. A practical approach to this was seen in 
a no-makeup shoot with model Claudia Schiffer. Anna Wintour 
explained “she looked terrific. It was part of showing real girls in real 
life.”38 Furthermore, Vogue’s historic focus on culture and those who 
define it is reflected in the decision to feature prominent social figures, 
such as Gloria Steinem, within its pages. 
The twentieth century marked several significant technological 
advancements and social changes. As America grew, American 
consumerism grew with it. American culture, politics, and media 
developed alongside technological advancements. Vogue publication was 
a lasting part of American media because it adapted to the changing 
world. Vogue created a vision of the American dream, ever changing in 
35 Vreeland, Diana Vreeland memos: The Vogue Years, 86. 
36 Angeletti, In Vogue: the Illustrated History of the World’s Most 
Famous Fashion Magazine, 251. 
37 Ibid, 251. 
38 Vreeland, Diana Vreeland memos: The Vogue Years, 258. 
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its aesthetic, that enchanted the public. This allowed Vogue to maintain a 
steadily growing readership, primarily of American women. The historic 
collective publication of Vogue represented changing ideals, and created 
a helpful lens for interpreting the social values and social change of 
twentieth century America.  
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THE TIMES THAT TRY MEN’S 
SOULS: NAVIGATING A CRISIS 
Articles 
From Master to Pawn: Cicero’s Involvement in the Collapse of 
Republican Rome 
by Grady P. Moore 
Unknown Ghosts: Reasons for the Crisis at Wounded Knee 
by Brijana M. Sullivan 
The Storm on the Sea of Galilee (marked as public domain) painted by Rembrandt van 
Rijn in 1633 depicts Jesus Christ and his disciples crossing the Sea of Galilee during a 
violent storm. The story is described in Matthew 8:23-27. Interestingly, in 1990, this 
painting along with others was stolen from the Isabella Stewart Gardner Museum by 
thieves dressed as police officers. The artwork has yet to be recovered. 
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FROM MASTER TO PAWN: CICERO’S INVOLVEMENT IN 
THE COLLAPSE OF REPUBLICAN ROME 
By Grady P. Moore
Rising in the 6th century B.C. from a collapsed kingship, the 
Roman Republic stood out as a democratic oddity in a world dominated 
by tyrannical monarchies. The subsequent five centuries saw the once 
unexceptional city-state grow extensively, first controlling the 
neighboring towns and regions, then the entire Italian peninsula, then 
finally the entire Mediterranean, with their borders stretching from 
Palestine to Normandy. Four hundred years after the birth of the 
republic, Cicero was born in the town of Arpinum, destined and 
determined to take up the mantle of Senator. Brilliant in oratory, cunning 
in the political sphere, and fiercely dedicated to republicanism, Cicero 
was the formidable force in Roman politics in the mid-first century B.C. 
However, though he sought to save the Roman Republic, Cicero’s 
arrogance and lack of tact in attempting to manipulate Octavian in the 
final years of his life led directly to his own demise, the birth of the 
empire and the destruction of his beloved Republic. 
Cicero was born in 109 B.C. to an equestrian family just north of 
Rome, in the town of Arpinum.1 Coming from a noble but non office-
holding line, Cicero was an outsider to the Roman political sphere. 
Typically, a lack of a familial history in Roman politics meant one would 
be excluded from a chance at a political career, but Cicero and his family 
maneuvered uniquely through marriages and alliances to create a 
network of social influence that opened the doors to the Roman Senate. 
Cicero’s father made a point of sending his children to Rome to be 
educated. Himself an invalid, this was perhaps his way of ensuring that 
his children would have a chance at the senatorial career from which he 
1 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives (Loeb Classical Library, 1919), 1.3. 
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was restricted.2 Cicero, in spite of his relatively modest origins, never 
apologized for his humble beginnings. Plutarch records a dogged 
determination in the young lawyer to create a name for himself in spite 
of the odds against him. Upon being advised to change his cognomen to 
better his chances in Roman public life, Cicero is recorded to have 
laughed and boldly announced that he would carry the name Cicero 
(Latin for chick pea) to greater heights than the legendary names of the 
day.3 
Unlike most men of his day, however, his plans for greatness 
never involved any military success. From his earliest years until his 
demise, Cicero’s view on power and his own ability to wield it centered 
almost entirely around the field of persuasion. Being an intellectual at 
heart, Cicero was thoroughly averse to any sort of military involvement. 
It is unclear as to whether it was due to a lack of aptitude in the military 
arts or a distaste for blood or some other reason, but after serving as an 
aide to Pompeius Strabo during his teenage years, Cicero appears to have 
sworn away from military life. His early twenties show little to no 
military involvement.4 Instead, they were dominated by a passionate 
pursuit of academic and rhetorical excellence, skills he would rely on 
throughout his career. This preference for persuasion over force would 
be  a theme throughout his life, and is clearly seen in his actions during 
the Catiline Conspiracy and in the assassination of Julius Caesar. 
Cicero’s masterful grasp of oratory and rhetoric stemmed from 
an abundance of natural talent. Hailed by his contemporaries as a 
prodigy, he was compared by Plutarch to Plato, and was described as 
being “capable of welcoming all knowledge and incapable of slighting 
any kind of literature or training.”5 His talent propelled him to such 
2 Torsten Peterson, Cicero: A Biography (New York: Biblio and 
Tannen, 1963), 28-29. 
3 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 1.4-6. 
4 Thomas Wiederman, Cicero and the End of the Roman Republic 
(London: Bristol Classical Press, 1994), 24. 
5 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 2.3. 
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heights that the fathers of his schoolmates began to become jealous of 
him, as Cicero’s eloquence and intellect towered far above that of their 
sons. He was an especially gifted poet. Plutarch references a poem 
written by a juvenile Cicero that was apparently extant and relatively 
well-known some two centuries after Cicero’s death. Even in his own 
time he was relatively famous, being called the “best poet among the 
Romans” while still living.6 In addition to being extremely naturally 
gifted, Cicero benefited from the tutelage of his mentors, Lucius Crassus 
and Marcus Antonius. Known as two of the greatest orators of the 
generation preceding his, Crassus and Antonius are counted among 
Cicero's most impactful influences. Formally, Cicero was educated 
largely by Philon the Academic, disciple of Cleitomachus, who Plutarch 
describes as widely loved and admired by the Romans.7  
 Entering public life for the first time at the age of about twenty-
six, Cicero’s unique talent quickly propelled him to notoriety. He served 
as a lawyer, articulating arguments with such eloquence and grace that he 
immediately attracted the attention and respect of the intellectual class.8 
Cicero made his first significant splash in Roman politics with his 
defense of Roscius of Ameria. Roscius’ father had been put to death 
under proscription and his inheritance sold for a wildly discounted price 
to Chrysogonus, a freedman of Sulla, the then dictator of Rome. When 
Roscius publicly set forth the perceived injustice, accusing Sulla’s men 
of wrongdoing, Chrysogonus was indignant and arranged for Roscius to 
be accused of patricide on trumped-up evidence. 9 In his biography 
Cicero, W.K. Lacey explains that the prosecution thought that their 
proximity to Sulla rendered them invincible: in an era of proscriptions 
and dictatorship, few would dare to challenge the mighty tyrant. Cicero, 
however, had no such scruples. In spite of a ‘weak and reedy’ frame, he 
 
6 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 2.4-5 
7 Ibid 3.1 
8 W.K. Lacey, Cicero (New York: Harper and Row Inc., 1978), 14-15. 
9 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives. 3.4-6 
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brazenly attacked Chrysogonus, openly accusing his men of conspiracy 
and winning the freedom of Roscius.10 
Such an attack can be used as evidence against the commonly 
made claim that Cicero lacked courage and was unwilling to risk his own 
well-being. Plutarch describes this era as a time when “murders without 
number or limit filled the city,” and private hatred manifested itself in the 
outright killing of political rivals.11 In other words, it was not a safe time 
to be in the courtroom attacking the principle power-player of the city. 
But such boldness would come to characterize Cicero: his innate, 
idealistic belief in the law and in its divine supremacy guided his actions 
throughout his life, convincing him to take stances on the belief that the 
righteousness of his actions would see him through.12 
In his defense of Roscius, Cicero “speedily made himself a name 
by the mingled caution and boldness of his opposition to the dictator.”13 
It was no mistake either. Cicero had carefully planned out the nature of 
his entrance into public life. In an era in which the printing of speeches 
was relatively rare, Cicero made certain to produce a copy of his oration 
for consumption by the Roman public. Lacey comments on Cicero’s 
striking ambition apparent through this act, stating that the unambitious 
of the era did not take the time to write out their speeches for publication. 
Beyond that, he states that For Roscius was meant to be something of a 
manifesto, declaring the duty of the nobles in power to uphold 
governmental justice instead of abusing their position for personal and 
material gain.14 
10 Lacey, 15-16 
11 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives. 31.1 
12 Edward J. Swain, “Cicero’s Role in the Fall of the Roman Republic” 
(master’s thesis, San Diego State University)  21. http://sdsu-
dspace.calstate.edu/ (accessed April 13, 2018). 
13 Theodor Mommsen, The History of Rome, vol. 4 (Glencoe, IL: The 
Free Press and the Falcon’s Wing Press, n.d.), 482. 
14 Lacey, 15 
Master to Pawn 
205 
In spite of his bravery in the courtroom, however, the threat of a 
vengeful Sulla was enough to convince the young lawyer that a hiatus in 
Athens would be beneficial. Citing his sickly frame and questionable 
health, he left for Athens in 79 B.C. to further his education and 
strengthen his body. He spent two years there, as well as in Asia Minor 
and Rhodes studying oratory and philosophy and learning from some of 
the most well-respected scholars in the Mediterranean world.15 By 77 
B.C. when an older and more educated Cicero returned to Rome to begin
his career in politics, the members of his aristocratic circle that had
guided and mentored him had all died. Crassus, Sacevola, and Antonius
had all either been murdered or passed away from old age, leaving
Cicero with few connections with which to start a political career. The
want of patrician connections among the non-elites had kept the Roman
Senate relatively pure of non-aristocratic members for a number of
centuries, consolidating power in a small circle of families. As a result,
few of the equites, Cicero’s class, ever made it to Senatorial status.16
Cicero, however, was not to be defeated by the restrictions of the 
class system. A lawyer of “ambition, talents, and self confidence”, he 
acquired a devoted following through concerted political maneuvering. 
He sought to befriend and assist as many as possible while offending and 
making enemies of few.17 He actively tried to avoid cases in which he 
would be the prosecutor, instead opting to act as a defense lawyer when 
given the opportunity. Men who had been defended, believed Cicero, 
were far more grateful than those who had used him as a means of attack. 
He even went so far as to attack the prominent orator Hortensius for 
“using his great talents to injure men and not, as formerly, to save 
them.”18 Such an approach helped him ascend the cursus honorum, the 
Roman political ladder, rather quickly, holding each magistracy at or 
15 Lacey, 17 
16 Petersson, 74. 
17 Ibid 33. 
18 Petersson, 74. 
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near the youngest possible age, including consul (the highest) at forty-
three.19 
Above anything else, the events of the Catiline Conspiracy were 
fundamental in Cicero’s development into both an avid enemy of the 
imperial system and a major player on the Roman political stage. The 
Catiline Conspiracy was the attempt of Lucius Catiline, a notable 
patrician and member of the Senate, to overthrow the Republic and 
establish himself as king. The episode is recorded extensively by Sallust, 
who describes Catiline as a psychopathic monster, reveling in civil war 
and destruction and capable of endless treachery.20 Making him all the 
more dangerous was the fact that he seems to have been almost 
superhumanly talented. Sallust 
tells of his abilities to “endure 
hunger, cold and want of sleep 
to an incredible degree”, and to 
carry on “of any form of 
pretense or concealment.”21 His 
charisma and wealth bought 
him a significant following 
among those similar to him 
both in spirit and plight. 
Catiline, who was deep in 
debt, preached a gospel of 
rebellion and absolution of 
debts to citizens in desperate 
19 Shrikant Yelegaonkar, Western Thinker's in Political Science, 
(Solapur, India: Laxmi Book Publication, 2009) 127. https://books.google.com. 
(accessed April 16, 2018). 
20 Sallust, The War with Catiline. Trans. Bill Thayer. (New York: Loeb 
Classical Library, 1921) http://penelope.uchicago.edu. (accessed April 12, 
2018). 3.1 
21 Ibid, 5.4. 
Cicerone Denuncia Catilina, meaning “Cicero 
denounces Catiline,” was painted by Cesare 
Maccari in 1889. The painting depicts Cicero 
accusing Catiline on the Senate floor of 
conspiracy to overthrow the consulship of 
Marcus Tullius Cicero and Gaius Antonus 
Hybrida. 
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financial straits. The problems of the indebted came in many cases from 
mismanagement of property granted after military service, while other 
issues stemmed from general irresponsibility, debauchery and pursuit of 
various vices at the expense of work. In addition, many of his following 
were just rebellious criminals who thought they would gain from seeing 
the system crumble. Sallust is harsh on the rebels, describing them as 
wantons, perjurers, gamesters and murderers.22 
Resentful and restless, the rebels-to-be were numerous and 
willing to sacrifice their lives at Catiline’s command. Catiline’s original 
plan had been to win the consulship and obtain absolute power from 
there, but his campaign for office was blocked by the efforts of Cicero 
and other Republicans who saw the malevolent goals of his scheme. The 
exposition of his ploy brought a nasty sequence for Rome and its 
citizens. Expelled from the city after a fiery declamation by Cicero to the 
Senate, Catiline was pushed out into northern Italy with his army. From 
there he concocted a scheme to simultaneously assassinate Cicero and 
burn the city, but his plan was foiled when his lieutenants were captured 
and executed. Discouraged by the setbacks, much of his following 
deserted, and he tried in vain to escape to Gaul. Becoming trapped 
between two legions, the affair was settled in a battle north of Rome in 
which Catiline and nearly all of his followers were slaughtered.23 
The effects of this near loss of the Republic had a significant 
impact on Cicero’s view of kingship. The success of Catiline’s operation 
almost certainly would have accelerated the decline of Rome, with 
Catiline essentially playing the role of self-indulgent psychopath that 
Nero and Caligula were to play later in the empire’s history, but in a 
much less stable setting. Fires would have burned down the city and 
hundreds of political opponents would have been murdered, with Cicero 
himself undoubtedly being among the first.24 This brief taste of civil war 
and potential tyranny, compounded with the bad experience the entire 
22 Sallust, 14.2. 
23 Sallust, 60.6. 
24 Sallust, 24.4. 
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Roman state had had under Sulla, who had killed many, set within Cicero 
an intense aversion to monarchy that would only increase throughout his 
life. 
However, the success of Cicero in this instance may ironically 
have been the seed of his downfall. Throughout his life, Cicero’s strategy 
was to dominate the political sphere, relying on subservient generals to 
carry out the government’s objectives. His associates in this approach 
varied based on the period; during his consulship (which contained the 
Cataline affair) it was Antonius, his fellow consul, who led the armies. 
There was a clear delegation of duties between the two leaders: Cicero 
would handle the majority of the lobbying and the senators, speaking to 
the assembly and managing the political aspects, while Antonius would 
be in charge of the army and its march against the rebels.25 Antonius’ 
character was well-suited for the partnership. According to Plutarch, 
Antonius was “a man who, of himself, would probably not take the lead 
either for good or for bad, but would add strength to another who took 
the lead,” making him perfect for such an alliance.26 In this situation, 
Cicero took the initiative and the duo helped save the Roman state. Such 
an approach to power, however, had its obvious risks. Cicero’s lack of 
hard power made him reliant on the good will and like-mindedness of the 
generals commanding the army. He could persuade and maneuver, but he 
had no concrete ability to carry out his objectives. It is likely that 
Cicero’s success with Antonius made him overconfident in his ability to 
manipulate armies from afar, leading to him underestimating the risks of 
his future partnership with Octavian. 
Another parallel appears when considering the fact that Antonius 
was thought to have some knowledge of Cataline’s plans. This bit of 
information is mentioned by Plutarch and Sallust, but it almost passes 
unnoticed, as though it is a trivial side note. However, it is clear that at 
25 Sallust, 36.3. 
26 Plutarch,The Parallel Lives, 11.1. 
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the start of the affair, Antonius “knew about the conspiracy of Catiline 
and was not averse to it, owing to the magnitude of his debts.”27 This was 
the drawback of Cicero’s lack of hard power. Antonius joining with 
Cataline would have all but ensured the end of the republic, and Cicero 
with it. The gamble to trust Antonius was no doubt a highly calculated 
one: at that point the tide was clearly against Catiline and there would be 
little personal motive for treachery by Antonius. He was, after all, 
occupying the highest office in the land, and his debts, while significant, 
did not warrant such violence. The decision ended up functioning 
flawlessly and rescuing Rome, but Cicero’s reliance on the subservience 
of an associate holding the real power was risky and would eventually 
backfire.  
The next great threat to Cicero’s beloved Republic came in the 
form of Gaius Julius Caesar, a senator and highly successful general who 
became dictator after a bloody civil war, only to be assassinated by a 
coalition of some sixty senators. Caesar’s death was a rare case in which 
Cicero approved of political violence. He would ideologically 
acknowledge that justice should be “impartial, consistent, and firm” in all 
cases, including those calling for capital punishment, but at heart he was 
thoroughly a pacifist: imperfect peace was generally to be favored over 
justice-seeking wars.28 He also genuinely, deeply believed that “nothing 
is more destructive to governments, nothing is in such complete 
opposition to justice and law, nothing is less suitable for civilized men 
than the use of violence in a state which has a fixed and definite 
constitution.”29 Cicero consistently showed himself to be morally averse 
to civil war and bloodshed, even when it served his purposes. The reality 
27 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 12.3. 
28 Neal Wood, Cicero’s Social and Political Thought, (Berkeley: 
University of California, 1988), 57. 
29 Cicero, De Legibus, trans. Clinton Walker Keyes. Quoted in Edward 
Swain, “Cicero’s Role in the Fall of the Roman Republic.” (San Diego State 
University, 1977), 10. 
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of this can be seen in Cicero’s absence as a conspirator in Caesar’s 
murder. His omission from the conspiracy may not have been the result 
of ideological differences: Brutus and Cicero were close friends, sharing 
many of the same opinions and ideals.30 Perhaps, in their plotting, Brutus 
and Cassius (Caesar’s infamous murderers) were afraid that in spite of 
his deep opposition to Caesar and everything his reign stood for, Cicero’s 
pacifism would make him unsupportive of the murder. Their fears, 
however, were unfounded. After the murder, Cicero expressed a wish of 
having been included in the plot, and went so far as to say that Mark 
Antony, Caesar’s right hand man, should have been killed as well. 
Overall, however, Cicero was peace-loving, and his revulsion to violence 
was well known even in his own time. Indeed, in later life, upon being 
sent a statue of the god of war, he responded: "Why do you send me a 
statue of Mars? You know I am a pacifist!”31 
With Caesar gone, it appeared briefly as though the republican 
system that Cicero so loved was on its way back to preeminence in 
Rome. However, in the days and weeks following the assassination, the 
political climate would shift more and more in the favor of the Caesarian 
faction, led by Mark Antony. Antony had been Caesar’s right-hand man, 
so close that the conspirators had questioned whether or not murder him 
along with Caesar. He himself apparently feared such a threat, as upon 
hearing of the assassination of Caesar he donned Plebeian dress and fled 
into the streets. The liberatores, as the assassins called themselves, had 
decided against killing Antony on the moral grounds that only Caesar 
had been a tyrant. Soon, however, they were faced with the reality of 
Antony as Caesar’s successor in all but name.32 
30 Lily Ross Taylor, Party Politics in the Age of Caesar. (Los Angeles: 
University of California Press, 1949). 175-177. 
31 Michael Duncan, The History of Rome (New Zealand: Herodotus 
Press, 1963), Vol. 1, ed. 1. 28-29. 
32 Plutarch, Makers of Rome. Trans. Ian Scott-Kilvert, (New York: 
Penguin Books, 1965) 15.1-7. 
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Speaking at Caesar’s funeral, Antony had seized upon the 
sentiments of the people to incite a riot. At the podium he had held up the 
bloodstained toga worn by Caesar during his assassination and 
denounced the conspirators as murderers and villains.33 Inspired by the 
injustice of the deed and the tragedy of the loss of their champion, the 
mob responded by burning Caesar’s body and then proceeding to “attack 
the houses of his assassins.”34 The riot was the beginning of a massive 
surge of support for the Caesarian faction. Taking advantage of public 
sentiments, Antony used the legacy of Julius Caesar to propose and pass 
decrees on essentially whatever he desired. Entries from Caesar’s 
personal notebook were doctored to fit Antony’s agenda and as the lone 
consul his power among the Senate was essentially unchecked.35 
“Tyranny survives though the tyrant is dead,” said Cicero at the 
peak of Antony’s power.36 Lost and nearly powerless, the Republican 
faction of the Senate seemed doomed to an indefinite period of Antonian 
domination. Though his consulate was coming to an end and the 
upcoming consuls were unfriendly to him, Antony had arranged the 
appointment of himself as governor of Cisalpine Gaul, the adjacent 
northern province, where the distance and considerable legions. Due to 
his alienation of the Republicans while in office, Antony needed a way to 
safeguard against the possibility of a Ciceronian prosecution for his 
misconduct. The province would also provide a convenient excuse to 
build up forces he needed for continued domination of Rome. Under 
Caesar’s command, he had been scheduled to receive control of 
Macedonia, but he astutely saw that being so far from Rome would only 
allow his enemies to gain a foothold. In Cisalpine Gaul, on the other 
33 F.B. Marsh, Founding of the Roman Empire. (London, Oxford 
University Press, 1927) 166-167. 
34 Plutarch, Makers of Rome, 284 
35 Lacey, 143. 
36 Stewart Perowne, Death of the Roman Republic. (New York: 
Doubleday and Company, Inc. 1968). 236. 
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hand, he could maintain his army, his immunity and his influence on 
Rome as he awaited the coming events in the Republic.37 
Antony’s grand plan was complicated by Octavian’s arrival onto 
the scene in May 44 B.C. Scorning the advice of his mother and father-
in-law to renounce his claim to the inheritance, Octavian returned from 
his schooling in Macedonia to boldly claim the three-fourths of Caesar’s 
estate bequeathed to him in his will. From the beginning, Antony 
staunchly opposed Octavian and dismissed the young Caesar as an 
unimportant upstart.38 Octavian, however, was more capable than Antony 
believed. Inheriting the powerful name of Caesar, he went to work 
immediately putting his advantages to good use. He fulfilled the 
stipulations of his great-uncle’s will, distributing from his own pocket 
the seventy-five drachmas bequeathed to the people in Caesar’s will.39 
He also set about building up a network of support, both politically and 
militarily. Going with his uncle to Cicero, who at that time “commanded 
more influence than any other man in Rome,” Octavian offered that they 
form a sort of partnership.40 In it, Cicero would offer his eloquence and 
political influence while Octavian would give Cicero “the security to be 
derived from his wealth and his armed forces.”41 As can be seen by the 
arrangements of previous Ciceronian power structures, this sort of 
establishment was exactly the kind preferred by the elder statesman and 
the type in which he could do his best work. 
The intentions of Octavian at this moment are unclear. Whether 
or not he acted according to a master plan to use and then drop the old 
statesman will never be known, but it is clear that Cicero thought 
Octavian relatively dedicated to both him and the Republican way. He 
37 Eleanor Goltz Huzar, Marc Antony: A Biography. (Minneapolis: 
University of Minnesota Press, 1978). 83. 
38 Plutarch, Makers of Rome. 16.4. 
39 Marsh, 173. 
40 Plutarch, Makers of Rome. 16.7. 
41 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives. 44.1. 
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also does not seem to have viewed as a threat of monarchical usurpation. 
Whether Octavian had an overarching plan or not, it is obvious that 
Cicero firmly believed that the young general was largely following 
Cicero’s directives. In a letter to Brutus, Cicero calls Octavian “a stream 
from the fountainhead of my policy,” indicating that he felt a genuine 
level of control over the young leader.42 Arrogance and vanity must have 
played a significant role in this opinion. It appears as though Octavian’s 
youth and lack of experience lulled Cicero into believing that he was not 
a threat, at least not a current one. Raised in the age of the Cursus 
Honorum in which no man could start a political career before the age of 
thirty, he may have just assumed that Octavian, who was not even 
twenty, would be disregarded as a political leader for the coming decade 
or so. While Octavian was indeed incredibly young, Cicero’s antiquated 
views on age and its restrictions for power blinded him to the true nature 
of Octavian’s ambitions. 
Cicero’s contribution to the Cicero-Octavian partnership came in 
a series of fiery speeches directed against Mark Antony called the 
Philippics. Named after the declamatory speeches by Demosthenes in his 
movement against Philip of Macedon, the Philippic speeches were 
delivered by Cicero from May 44-June 43 B.C. and are widely 
considered among the greatest speeches ever written. Pointed and fiery, 
they had an inflammatory effect on the situation. Harping upon Antony’s 
hostility and tyrannical actions, Cicero likened him to Catiline, Clodius 
and other criminals Cicero had dealt with in his career.43 The effect of 
the speeches were such that, at least nominally, the entire Senate turned 
against Antony. He was forced out of the city with his armies, intending 
on taking his appointed governorship in Cisalpine Gaul. However, the 
acting governor, Decimus Brutus, was not keen on giving up his post, 
42 Cicero, The Letters of Cicero. (London: George Bell and Sons, 
1900). 
43 M. Tullius Cicero, The Orations of Marcus Tullius Cicero. trans. 
C.D. Yonge. (London: George Bell and Sons, 1903.)
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and Antony found himself cornered between the armies of Octavian and 
Decimus Brutus, as well as the forces of the consuls Pansa and Hirtius. 
The Battle of Mutina in April of 43 saw Antony nearly defeated 
and Octavian established as the de facto leader of the republican forces. 
However, with Antony no longer a threat to the republic, Octavian faced 
the daunting prospect of losing his armies, or worse, being charged as a 
criminal for raising an army without senatorial permission.44 Technically, 
Octavian risked being prosecuted for rebellion for raising and 
commanding an army without official consent. The senate “became 
afraid of a young man who had enjoyed such brilliant good fortune.”45 
Here he called on the influence of Cicero to help bolster his standing 
among the Republicans. To Cicero, the system they had established had 
functioned perfectly. The Republic was on its way to restoration, and 
Octavian seemed to be the perfect lieutenant, obediently managing 
military affairs while Cicero worked towards what he assumed were their 
shared political goals. Appealing to the Senate on Octavian’s behalf, he 
urged the aristocrats to allow Octavian to circumvent the age restrictions 
traditionally restricting young candidates seeking office. The debt owed 
for Octavian’s service, Cicero urged, outweighed the formalities that 
would prevent him for taking up the office. Convinced by the passionate 
urgings of such an august member, the senators were persuaded to grant 
Octavian these honors.46 
At the time of Octavian’s appointment as consul, it must have 
appeared to Cicero that the Republic once again had been saved from 
disaster. He had needed some help from the assassins of Julius Caesar 
and some tremendous assistance from this young Octavian, but the 
tranquil days of Republican glory seemed to be returning at last. The 
senate would convene, the consuls would oversee and the Roman world 
would return to the status quo. Ever proud, the man who had been named 
44 Marsh, 174. 
45 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 45.5. 
46 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives, 46.1. 
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Pater Patria must have felt he was fulfilling his duty to defend his 
country. 
Then, seemingly out of nowhere, Cicero’s idyllic plans were 
shaken to their core by the violent shock of betrayal. After initially 
allying with Republican forces to defeat Antony in northern Italy, 
Octavian spurned Cicero to unite with Lepidus and a floundering Antony 
in 43 B.C., creating the Second Triumvirate and effectively ending the 
Republic. The blow must have been intense for Cicero: in spite of all his 
hard work, the Republic had fallen. Among the first decrees of the all-
powerful trio was to proscribe over two hundred men in Rome, naming 
them enemies of the state. Overcoming Octavian’s reluctance, Antony 
demanded that Cicero be included in the proscriptions, and agreed to “no 
terms unless Cicero should be the first man to be put to death.”47 
Octavian fought this initially, but rather half-heartedly, seeing that the 
death of Cicero would be vital for the success of the Triumvirate.48 
Devastated at the betrayal, Cicero fled to the Italian coast in mourning. 
He faced a decision with fatal implications: flee to join Brutus and 
Cassius or return to test the mercies of Octavian. Unfortunately, he never 
got to choose. Paralyzed by his uncertainty, he was captured by the 
agents of Antony and murdered on December 7, 43 B.C. He was 73.49 
The legacy of Cicero’s interactions, wide reaching and 
ubiquitous, continues to ring throughout the western world. He 
revolutionized Latin literature and language, creating dozens of novel 
terms and forming a philosophical canon that became standard academic 
reading for the next two millennia. His oratorical skill has inspired 
speakers through the centuries, with his Philippics still being counted 
among the great speeches of history. However, perhaps his greatest 
47 Plutarch, The Parallel Lives. 46.3 
48 The exchange of proscriptions among the Triumvirate is recorded by 
Plutarch as being extremely cutthroat and utilitarian, with each member 
sacrificing allies in order to eliminate enemies. Lepidus, for example, allowed 
his brother to be included and Antony permitted that his uncle be killed. 
49 Ibid, 47.1-48.4. 
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influence on the world comes through the life and impact of his betrayer, 
Octavian. The Pax Romana, the spread of Christianity and the 
standardization of the Mediterranean world all stemmed from the power 
and rule of the emperor of Rome. Octavian’s continued political savvy, 
even-keeled decision making and remarkable ability to consolidate 
power guided Rome to an age unseen before and since, an era of 
prosperity and learning that may never be recreated. The greatness of 
Octavian was the greatness of Rome, and no one was more responsible 
for that than Cicero. 
Through era and eon, Cicero has remained enigmatic. Hailed 
among the greatest of orators, he is an icon of republicanism, of classical 
idealism and of ancient Rome. However, in one of the great ironies of 
history, it was the most famous advocate of republicanism that created 
the first Emperor of Rome. How did such a titan of democracy, and such 
a fervent enemy of tyranny, play such a crucial role in the creation of the 
world’s largest and most impactful dictatorship? The arrogance of 
Cicero, the view of the world as his pawn and the assumption that his 
senatorial wisdom and intellectual ability garnered him some sort of 
superiority led rise of the exact political structure he abhorred. In a 
dramatic turn of fate, the mightiest player of an era became a pawn and 
his erstwhile pawn became king. 
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UNKNOWN GHOSTS: REASONS FOR THE CRISIS AT 
WOUNDED KNEE 
By Brijana M. Sullivan 
Dee Brown calls it a genocidal maneuver of “madness.”1 Heather 
Cox Richardson dubs it an “appalling act of racist brutality—the 
outcome of roiling partisan politics.”2 Ralph Andrist, author of The Long 
Death, labels it an operation carried out by a “mass of infuriated men 
intent only on butchery.”3 Others claim that what happened was the 
result of “injustices of a corrupt reservation system.”4 These views, 
characterizing the Indians as victims and the whites as 
“intruders...determined to destroy all that was Indian,” have vindicated 
Native responsibility at Wounded Knee as early as within hours after the 
horrific incident.5 Although these claims of white racism are defended by 
many like Brown, a contrary view persists, maintaining that the 
1 Dee Brown, Bury My Heart At Wounded Knee, New York, NY: 
Henry Holt and Company Inc, 1991, 444. 
2 Wounded Knee: Party Politics and the Road to an American 
Massacre book review, Publishers Weekly online: April 26, 2010, 
https://www.publishersweekly.com/978-0-465-00921-3. 
3 Gerald Vizenor, "Genocide Tribunals," In Native Liberty: Natural 
Reason and Cultural Survivance, Lincoln, Nebraska: University of Nebraska 
Press, 2009, 147, https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1dgn41k.10. 
4 Karl Jacoby, "Of Memory and Massacre: A Soldier's Firsthand 
Account of the ‘Affair on Wounded Knee,’" The Princeton University Library 
Chronicle 64, no. 2 (2003): 340, 
www.jstor.org/stable/10.25290/prinunivlibrchro.64.2.0333. 
5 William Lee Adams, Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, Time 
Magazine online: August 17, 2011. ﷟HYPERLINK 
"http://entertainment.time.com/2011/08/30/all-time-100-best-nonfiction-
books/slide/bury-my-heart-at-wounded-knee-by-dee-
brown/"http://entertainment.time.com/2011/08/30/all-time-100-best-nonfiction-
books/slide/bury-my-heart-at-wounded-knee-by-dee-brown/. 
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bloodbath at Wounded Knee was not intentional but was, rather, a 
horrific accident.  
Supporters of this second view demonstrate that the incident at 
Wounded Knee was neither a battle nor a massacre, but was, instead, a 
culmination of desperation and panic resulting from an era entrenched in 
suspicion and uneasiness. This position, advocated by historians such as 
Robert Utley and Jerome Greene, is consistent with recent academic 
studies and maintains that the consequences of the increased fear within 
both Native and white communities produced one of the bloodiest 
conflicts of Native American history. In short, these studies agree that 
what happened was an indirect result of fear and mistrust instilled more 
than a century earlier.  
The climatic event in 1890 can be traced back to the early 18th 
century to a time when the concept of a “reservation” was first used. 
According to historian Stuart Banner, a reservation originally referred to 
a parcel of land that a person wished to retain.6 However, by the time 
Lewis and Clark blazed a trail from ocean to ocean and the Oregon Trail 
frenzy slackened, the definition of “reservation” had changed 
dramatically. In fact, by the middle of the 19th century, a “reservation” 
meant nothing more than a piece of “land the government had selected 
from its own land and reserved for the Indians’ use.”7 That is, land 
originally occupied by Indians was ultimately purchased by the 
American Government and set aside for later generations of the same 
tribes. However, these later generations were not the only ones 
contending for the land. 
The nomadic lifestyle of the Plains Indians had been disrupted 
by the rooted lifestyle of the white settler who replaced forests with 
6 Stuart Banner, "Reservations," In How the Indians Lost Their Land: 
Law and Power on the Frontier, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University 
Press, 2005,229,  http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctvjf9vqr.10. 
7 Banner, 230. 
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farmland, prairies with pastures, and campsites with cabin settlements. 
Thus, in order to foster a unified culture that would help prevent clashes 
between settlers and Natives, the government decided to create a 
navigable course toward assimilation for the Indians8 Historian Alex 
Ruuska explains that assimilation began with the introduction of 
subsistence farming, since permanence was at the core of white culture. 
Subsistence farming was a lifestyle that did not allow for mobility of9 An 
excellent example of how the government envisioned assimilation 
through subsistence farming is seen in the story of the Horn Clouds. 
The Horn Clouds, a Miniconjou Sioux family, had returned to 
the Dakota region from Canada in the 1880’s and had come to terms with 
“an unavoidable truth: the old way of life was over.”10 Realizing this 
truth allowed them to put aside the traditional nomadic lifestyle and 
settle permanently. In fact, it was not long before their property soon 
morphed into a large and thriving ranch on which they raised cattle and 
horses.11 Unfortunately, most Sioux were not like the Horn Clouds and 
rejected assimilation entirely.  
The Native rejection of assimilation took on many forms in 
addition to intense disinterest in an agrarian lifestyle. For example, 
Paiute and Lakota Sioux attacks on railroad stations and livestock were 
not uncommon occurrences in the West during the middle decades of the 
20th century.12 Eventually, the federal government, determined to keep 
8 Mark Palmer and Robert Rundstrom, "GIS, Internal Colonialism, and 
the U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs," Annals of the Association of American 
Geographers 103, no. 5 (2013): 1144, www.jstor.org/stable/23485658. 
9Alex Ruuska, "Ghost Dancing and the Iron Horse: Surviving through 
Tradition and Technology," In Technology and Culture 52, no. 3, 2011, 585. 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/23020646. Ruuska, 585. 
10 Philip Burnham, Song of Dewey Beard: Last Survivor of the Little 
Bighorn, 58, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2014, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1d9nmz7.11. 
11 Burnham, 58. 
12 Ruuska, 586. 
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the Natives from interfering with the land of the whites and vice versa, 
debated three potential solutions to quell conflict between the Indians 
and white settlers.  
The first option required police action along the vast expanse of 
Indian country in the West.  A second would compel the government to 
completely terminate white emigration.13 As these first two courses of 
action were neither feasible nor practical, a third option involving the use 
of reservations was adopted. 
The system of reservations began when Natives and whites, who 
both desired to avoid territorial disputes, began furiously signing 
numerous land agreements and treaties. Simply put, these agreements 
promised that each would stay off the other’s land. Unfortunately, it was 
not long before the failure of both sides to keep their promises caused 
reservations to become sites of contention and struggle, particularly 
during the latter decades of the 19th century. Perhaps the most infamous 
struggle emerged with the establishment of the Great Sioux Reservation 
in the Dakota territory—the birthplace of the Sioux people and the land 
of their ancestral ghosts. 14 
Before the ink dried on the initial agreement, the area was 
inadvertently downsized by Sioux signatures penned in confidence that 
the federal promises of compensation in the form of cows, horses, plows, 
or schools would be fulfilled.15 By 1889, the government’s failure to 
deliver full recompense soon left many, including the Horn Clouds, with 
the worst scenario imaginable: a starving population in the midst of a 
merciless winter. In fact, according to historian Greene, one local 
newspaper reported that “cattle that reached Pine Ridge were, ‘better 
13 Banner, 231. 
14 The Lakota Emergence Story, 
https://www.nps.gov/wica/learn/historyculture/the-lakota-emergence-story.htm. 
15 Burnham, 59. 
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subjects for the taxidermist than the butcher.’”16 Not surprisingly, 
desperation soon set in.  
As is common in spans of desperation and starvation, religion 
presented itself as an appealing cure from the societal wretchedness 
permeating the Indian community, and revival was imminent. In the mid-
1800s, fear that white expansion would only bring death inspired a Paiute 
prophet from Fish Lake, Nevada, to have a vision and preach a doctrine 
of ritual dancing that would return the Indians to their old way of life.17 
Less than 20 years later, the entrancing messages delivered by self-
proclaimed Paiute prophet Wovoka caused the dance of deliverance to 
the old way of life to spread throughout the Great Basin tribes. By 1890, 
this pan-Indian movement known as the “Ghost Dance” was popularized 
at Pine Ridge, the Lakota Sioux reservation in South Dakota. 
In an interview conducted in 1891 with the Los Angeles Herald, 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs Thomas Morgan stated that he believed 
the dance originated in response to Congress’ reductions of 
“appropriations for the Sioux and other tribes” as well as crop failure.18 
However, modern historian, L.G. Moses, records that the motivations to 
start dancing comprised a much longer list: “Broken treaties, land 
encroachment, depletion of game, and assimilationist programs of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs had demoralized the tribes to such an extent that 
they awaited deliverance from their depression and sorrow.”19 Regardless 
of its impetus, former chief historian of the National Park Service Robert 
16 Jerome Greene, American Carnage: Wounded Knee, 1890, 56, 
Norman, OK: University of Oklahoma Press, 2014.  
17 Ruuska, 579. 
18 Los Angeles Herald 06 Jan. 1891, In Chronicling America: Historic 
American Newspapers, Lib. of Congress, 
<https://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/lccn/sn84025968/1891-01-06/ed-1/seq-1/> 
Los Angeles herald (pdf). 
19 L. G. Moses, ""The Father Tells Me So!" Wovoka: The Ghost Dance 
Prophet," American Indian Quarterly 9, no. 3, (1985): 335. 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/1183834. 
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Utley ascertained that the object of the Dance was to restore “the old 
savage life and its dominant values.”20 
According to ethnomusicologist Judith Vander, dances took 
place during four successive nights, once every six weeks and its 
variations were contingent on the region in which it was propagated.21 
That is, dances in the Great Basin tended to revolve around growth, 
nature, and the celebration new life, whereas, for tribes like the Sious on 
the Plains, dances focused “on a way of life: games, gambling, hunting 
buffalo, bow and arrows, and tepees, all harking back to the old nomadic 
Plains life...”22 As the craving for cultural return to the good old days 
was strongest in the Great Plains, it was in this latter region where 
perversion of Wovoka’s prophecies materialized. Participants in 
Wovoka's Ghost Dance were promised a return to the old way of 
living—the hunting of the bison on the wide plains—as well as the 
reunification of the living with the dead. Journalist Philip Burnham 
wrote, “It’s no surprise that many Lakota chose to dance...The old ways 
were doomed, the new ones unproven. The dance was the only thing left 
that recalled the world of their elders.”23 
A Ghost Dance was typically preceded by a twenty-four hour 
fast followed by a traditional sweat bath. Preparation continued as men 
and women dawned “ghost” shirts or dresses painted red with eagles, sun 
circles, and thunderbirds. Metal and products produced by whites were 
prohibited.24 The basic methodology of the dance is as follows:  
20 Utley, 70. 
21 Judith Vander, "The Creative Power and Style of Ghost Dance 
Songs," In Music of the First Nations: Tradition and Innovation in Native North 
America, edited by Tara Browner, 113, University of Illinois Press, 2009, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5406/j.ctt1xcmmt.10. 
22 Vander, 117. 
23 Burnham, 64. 
24 Burnham, 62. 
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“The dancers would lock hands in a circle around [a] tree, 
shuffling in the dirt, moving right to left. As they danced and 
sang, they sought a vision of their relatives in the other world. 
They used no drums. The dancing was ecstatic and lasted four 
days and nights, many dancers dropping to the ground when the 
spirit— or sheer exhaustion— overcame them. The falling were 
dragged along by the others until they couldn’t go on, and most 
would faint away, later to rise and recount their visions. When 
they finished one dance, they would get up and start again.”25 
For the faction of Dancers who wanted peace, the Ghost Dance 
was nothing more than a religious appeal for new life. However, for 
some, it represented much more. Although Wovoka’s doctrine advocated 
non-violence, some, including the Sioux, did not share this sentiment. In 
fact, embittered by the land agreements and demoralized by the ration 
cuts, this faction harbored intense hatred toward the white man in a 
shared mindset that Utley asserted was “indeed explosive.”26 For these 
Indians, the Dance symbolized their resistance to assimilation and 
condoned their propensity to use Wovoka’s doctrine as justification to 
declare holy war on the white settlers.27 
For many whites, the prospect of a holy war emerging from the 
Ghost Dance was improbable. In fact, settlers near Dance sites tended to 
harbor more curiosity for it rather than fear. However, in early winter, as 
reports of violence were perpetuated throughout the region near Pine 
Ridge, many began to reevaluate the potential danger implicated by the 
Dance. 
On December 7, 1890, as Greene records, a “foraging group of 
young warriors from the Ghost Dance camp on White River exchanged 
gunfire with ranchers...along the Cheyenne River west of Pine Ridge 
25 Burnham, 63. 
26 Utley, 87. 
27 Utley, 72. 
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Reservation.” Following this episode, nearby settlers started to abandon 
their homes.28 Other potential danger was implicated by the weakness of 
the Indian Bureau which, as historian Jeffery Ostler writes, “probably 
encouraged resistance by increasing the likelihood for its assertation.”29 
Whether or not this was true, it was not long before Congress decided 
that military intervention on reservations was necessary if peaceful 
assimilation was to be attained.30 
Of course, multiple factors complicated the decisions of 
Congress to send in the army, not the least of which was a report made 
by Special Agent Lea who reported in November of 1890 that the Indians 
planned to go “on a big hunt as soon as grass [came] next spring, and that 
[meant] warpath.”31  Other complications included the exaggerated 
reports made by newspapers describing the likelihood of a violent 
uprising and “terrifying the local populace into believing their property 
and lives were at stake.”32 Additionally, Congress received reports such 
as one made by John Reynolds, who assumed command of Pine Ridge in 
October of 1890, and called for “‘a sufficient force of troops’ be sent” 
due to information that the Indians were trading horses for weapons.33 
Eventually, despite fears such as those articulated by one Bureau 
employee, Agent McLaughlin, that military intervention “would only 
28 Greene, 161. 
29 Ostler, 242. 
30 Ostler, 241. 
31 Rani-Henrik Andersson, "Wanáği Wachípi Kį," In The Lakota Ghost 
Dance of 1890, 199, Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press, 2008, 
http://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctt1dgn575.7. 
32 Charles Herbert Cressey, Sting of the Bee: A Day-By-Day Account of 
Wounded Knee and the Sioux Outbreak of 1890-1891 as recorded in the Omaha 
Bee, introduction and notes by Samuel L. Russell, Carlisle, PA: Russell Martial 
Research, 2016, introduction xx. 
33 Ostler, 226. 
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lead to bloodshed,” Congress—that is, not the army officials in 
Washington, D.C.—opted to send in the armed forces.34 
At first, as Greene points out, the army was ordered to “to 
remove designated Indian leaders that the federal government believed 
[were] instrumental in promoting the [Ghost Dance] movement.”35 This 
meant that potential targets included men such as Hump of the Cheyenne 
and Sitting Bull of the Hunkpapas. Unfortunately, despite Congress’s 
best intentions, it soon became evident that military intervention would 
not always produce its desired result of firm, yet peaceful, intervention. 
Indeed, it was not long before Agent McLaughlin‘s fears were realized. 
Since the beginning of the Ghost Dance crisis, no significant 
bloodletting occurred until December 15, 1890, during the capture of 
Sitting Bull at his cabin 40 miles southwest of Pine Ridge Agency.36 
Initially, Sitting Bull agreed to go peacefully with the Indian police, but 
his arrest was interrupted with the shouts of his 14-year-old son who, as 
Greene disclosed, “began chiding his father for permitting himself to be 
carried away in such a manner, calling him a ‘fool’ and ‘crazy.’”37 This 
outburst led to a brief skirmish which ended in deaths on both sides, 
including that of Sitting Bull. 
The deaths at Sitting Bull’s cabin increased tensions and the 
potential for more violence. Not long after the altercation near Grand 
River, nearly 400 of Sitting Bull’s followers were reported to have fled 
the agency. Agent McLaughlin, fearing potential escalation if the Indians 
joined forces with either Kicking Bear and Short Bull in the Stronghold 
or the Miniconjous along Cheyenne River, quickly sent out emissaries to 
persuade the fugitives to return to the agency.38 Although most of the 
Miniconjou returned to their homes, a few sought refuge with Big Foot, a 
34 Andersson, 114. 
35 Greene, 167. 
36 Greene, 188. 
37 Greene, 181. 
38 Utley, 169. 
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Miniconjou Sioux chief, on Cheyenne River.39 Because he was harboring 
Sitting Bull’s people, who were well-known Ghost Dancers, it was not 
long before Big Foot, like Sitting Bull, would become a target for Indian 
police. 40 
The rumors that implicated Big Foot as a threat were not true. In 
fact, some, like Colonel Sumner, believed Big Foot was “the best 
instrument for keeping the peace” in the days following Sitting Bull’s 
death.41 Unfortunately, due to various instances of miscommunication 
within the army as well as the understanding that Big Foot was harboring 
Standing Rock fugitives whom the army believed to be hostile, it was not 
long before Colonel Sumner was given orders to intercept the chief and 
take him, along with his people, to the agency at Camp Cheyenne.42 
There, he would be arrested.  
Although Big Foot had agreed to travel with Sumner to Camp 
Cheyenne, his people were not so willing. In fact, a few days after the 
chief's agreement, Colonel Sumner received a report that Big Foot was 
being taken by his band on to Pine Ridge Agency against his will.43 In 
Greene’s opinion, the Miniconjou reasoning for doing this had to do with 
the military’s advancement up the Cheyenne River and a “report that the 
Standing Rock Indians at Bennett been disarmed.”44 Though not hostile 
in intent, this spontaneous Miniconjou movement proved to have 
disastrous results. 
As the army was not far behind, scholar Rani-Henrik Andersson 
records that, “instead of trying to avoid them, [Big Foot] decided to meet 
them openly” and slowed his band long enough for the army to catch up 
39 Greene, 196. 
40 Utley, 174. 
41 Utley, 181. 
42 Greene, 197. 
43 Utley, 185. 
44 Greene, 201. 
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to them.45 Only a few days after their flight, Major Whitside overtook the 
little band near Wounded Knee creek on December 28, 1890. According 
to one soldier, “After a short conference Big-Foot surrendered his band, 
declared his heart was good, and that he loved the pale-faces.”46 Clearly, 
the Miniconjou leader did not anticipate trouble.  
The night of December 28th was frigid, and as darkness fell, the 
army set up tents for those Miniconjou who were short on tepees. 
However, as many of the Miniconjou remained suspicious of the army’s 
intentions, these tents were readily refused.47 Big Foot and his wife, 
however, were more accepting of the army’s accommodations and 
welcomed Whitside’s offer to stay in their own private quarters. As Big 
Foot was suffering from a severe case of pneumonia, an assistant army 
surgeon, James D. Glennan, oversaw his treatment.48  
Sometime later that evening, Colonel Forsyth arrived at the 
camp. Forsyth retained a carefree, even cheerful, attitude despite 
troublesome orders to disarm the Miniconjou and send them to the 
railroad for transportation to Omaha,.49 Charles Allen, a reporter who 
spent a good part of the evening with Forsyth, recorded how he was 
“unforgettably entertained with a graphic account of many incidents in 
[Forsyth’s] European tour...after the Civil War.”50 
Disarmament began early the next morning and was announced 
by Philip Wells, a mixed-blood army interpreter.51 Unfortunately, the 
45 Andersson, 90. 
46 Samuel L Russell, "Lieut. J. C. Gresham’s Account of Wounded 
Knee,” Army at Wounded Knee, Carlisle, PA: Russell Martial Research, 2015-
2016,  https://armyatwoundedknee.com/2013/08/13/lieut-j-c-greshams-account-
of-wounded-knee/. 
47 Greene, 214. 
48 Greene, 214. 
49 Utley, 204. 
50 Greene, 219. 
51 Burnham, 72. 
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Indian warrior’s initial refusal to give up their arms combined with the 
army‘s increasing anxiety—due to the rather loud and rattling presence 
of the medicine man Yellow Bird who was “scooping handfuls of earth 
and tossing them skyward like the Ghost Dancers” —gave rise to 
tensions that soon permeated the whole of the gathering.52 Eventually, 
army Captains Varnum and Wallace, sensing the tension, told their men 
to “hit the ground” and fire from prone positions if shooting erupted.53 
Despite the strained atmosphere, the morning passed with little incident. 
However, as the sun rose higher in the sky, the medicine man grew more 
agitated, and it was not long before pandemonium hit the scene out of 
nowhere. Despite their orders, some white troops never had the chance to 
“hit the ground.” 
As some recalled later, Yellow Bird threw a handful of dirt 
skyward and “[let loose] on a high- shrieking eagle-bone whistle,” 
sparking a commotion which caused Captain Varum to yell, “Look 
out...they’ve broken!”54 The next second, a single gunshot was fired. 
Burnham suggests that this was possibly shot by Black Coyote, a deaf 
Lakota who had not heard the order from Big Foot to surrender.55 Private 
Spotted Horse recalled that the first shot was fired by a gun that suddenly 
went off while it was wrestled over by a soldier and Yellow Bird Private 
Spotted Horse recalled56￼ Regardless of where the first shot came from, 
the air was immediately full of bullets.  
One reporter recorded that, “In a moment the whole front was a 
sheet of fire above which the smoke rolled, obscuring the central scene 
from view.”57 A Civil War veteran nicknamed “Old Hickory” recounted, 
“‘For ten or fifteen minutes it was as heavy fire as I have ever 
52 Burnham, 73. 
53 Greene, 228. 
54 Greene, 228. 
55 Burnham, 73. 
56 Greene, 275. 
57 Greene, 229. 
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experienced.’”58 In fact, it was soon clear that two fronts were not 
distinguishable and the shooting was coming from all directions.
As smoke filled the air, it became harder to see. An artilleryman 
on the hill above the camp reported that firing from above was difficult 
because the troops below were intermingled and not “clear from amidst 
the Indians.’”59 Horn Cloud, the sixteen-year-old chief of the 
Miniconjous, reported that the scene was incredibly reckless because the 
army was shooting at each other.60 Other reports were similar including 
that given by Lieutenant Preston who, a few days after the battle, 
recounted in a letter to his brother that, “It was clear that we had been 
killing each other.”61  
As it became evident that women and children were among the 
dead, Forsythe yelled, “‘Quit shooting at them[!]’”62 As First Lieutenant 
John C. Gresham recalled, “‘Don’t hurt the squaws and children,’ was 
the general cry over the field.”63 Later, one soldier who interviewed with 
the Los Angeles Herald, recalled that “It [was] impossible to say...in an 
Indian skirmish [when to] stop firing long enough to find out just what 
sort of Indian you are shooting at. Women and men look very much alike 
in their blanket costume, and the former are quite as fierce fighters as the 
men.”64 The painful realization that the army had been shooting each 
other as well as innocent women and children stung more than the icy 
morning air.  
As guns fell silent, one survivor, the interpreter Wells, came 
across a wounded warrior who pointed a closed fist and shot out his 
fingers—a deadly insult—toward the dead medicine man on the ground. 
58 Greene, 273. 
59 Greene, 234. 
60 Greene, 273. 
61 Greene, 231. 
62 Greene, 241. 
63 Russel, Gresham’s Account. 
64 Los Angeles Herald. 
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As Wells recalled, the warrior, “speaking as though to the dead man: ‘If I 
could be taken to you I would stab you!’” 65 He then proceeded to call 
the medicine man ‘our murderer.’ A similar account involving Big 
Foot’s brother, Frog, explained that the Miniconjou made a sign of 
“‘most bitter hatred and contempt’” over the body of Yellow Bird.66 Both 
these actions suggested that the dead Ghost Dancer, who had a 
premonition for battle, contributed to the initiation of hostilities.  
As the news of what happened spread across the country, the 
Department of Indian Affairs sent a letter to the Department of the 
Interior “giving the opinion that a relief fund should be furnished by 
Congress so as to enable the department to assist all Indians who require 
aid [that] winter, not only with food but also in the purchase of seeds and 
other articles required for planting...and to grant immediate assistance 
when required.”67 This was not genocidal language. Those who knew the 
horror of what had happened were determined to expunge any potential 
replay of events. 
In the end, although neither side was to blame, both parties at 
Wounded Knee were responsible. While racism and hatred for the other 
side was not the primary factor that spurred both to fight, it was 
undoubtedly harbored in the minds of many who were present. The 
incident at Wounded Knee was not a battle or a massacre but rather an 
accident veiled in misunderstanding and resulting in a flurry of panicked 
reactions on both sides. As few particulars of the crisis are known, the 
arguments made by scholars like Greene, Utley, and Burnham agree that 
it is impossible to determine where the true blame lies. In fact, it appears 
that most accounts only agree on two particulars: the unknown origin of 
the first shot and its horrible, yet avoidable, consequences.  
On January 22, 1891, the Washington Evening Star printed a 
haunting summary of historian Walter Camp’s interpretation of the 
65 Greene, 242. 
66 Greene, 274. 
67 Los Angeles Herald. 
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events at Wounded Knee. Camp’s conclusion, a recollection of the 
Wests’ tumultuous past of desperation, fear, and mistrust, suggested that 
other forms of ghosts had entered the scene long before those implicated 
in the Ghost Dances were recognized. As Camp claimed, although “it 
was the Indians who were doing the dancing it was really the whites who 
saw the ghosts.”68 Surely, this was the truth behind the era‘s horrific 
climax at Wounded Knee.  
This photograph, taken by the Northwestern Photography Company (marked as 
public domain), depicts U.S. soldiers burying dead Lakota warriors in a common 
grave at Wounded Knee, South Dakota following the Battle of Wounded Knee 
in 1891.
68 Greene, 380. 
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SOCIAL DISTANCING MIGHT WORK, BUT DON’T USE THE 
“SPANISH FLU” PANDEMIC TO PROVE YOUR POINT 
By Dr. David Adams 
As Covid-19 cases began building outside of China, the world 
started filling up with experts in a subject I’m a bona fide expert in.  
Despite this I made the conscious decision to refrain from most of these 
conversations in a serious way for two reasons.  For one, social media 
didn’t need any more experts, and secondly, how much could the history 
of flu pandemics, albeit the respiratory disease pandemic commonality, 
tell us about the current crisis? 
At times of pandemic disease people are certainly searching for 
answers.  In the 1980s, the helplessness surrounding the AIDs pandemic 
caused a renewed interest in the Spanish Flu Pandemic of 1918-1919 
(1919-1920 for some).  It even prompted a reissue of the best treatment 
on the subject regarding the United States, Alfred W. Crosby’s 
America’s Forgotten Pandemic.  In 2005, amidst the concern over bird 
flu interest was piqued again, with a spate of new books over the topic, 
forcing me to have a slight panic and slight change of direction regarding 
my dissertation.  It did prompt a call for an assessment of our pandemic 
preparedness, including our deficiencies in ventilator capacity, which 
unfortunately went unheeded.  It’s readily apparent that historical flu has 
precious little to tell us about AIDs, but is the same true of SARS-CovV-
2? 
When I think about my dissertation defense, I am often reminded 
of a comment one of my committee members made about my thesis.  It 
was somewhat of an uphill battle to write a positive message about the 
deadliest pandemic in human history, but as I pored through the evidence 
what stood out to me was hope.  So, this professor said, “Aren’t you 
worried that people will read what you’ve written and not take the next 
pandemic seriously.”  My response was quick: “Are you saying people 
are going to read my dissertation!?”   
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A few weeks ago, when “social distancing” and “flatten the 
curve” were not yet buzzwords, once again there was a lot of discussion 
about the Spanish Flu.  The contrast between Philadelphia and St. Louis 
in the fall of 1918 was being used to justify distancing ourselves in an 
attempt to delay the onset of the virus.  Time and time again we were 
told that Philadelphia didn’t distance, and people died.  St. Louis did, and 
people lived.  We’re given two cities that are perfect juxtapositions of 
each other.  The problem is that it’s too tidy.  It ignores a multitude of 
comparisons, including, most glaringly, other cities.  One thing that I 
found out about researching the English during the 1918-1919 Flu 
Pandemic is that overall, they didn’t change their regular habits (despite 
the prodding of their government health agencies to do just that!).  Aside 
from closing some schools and sending visibly ill people home, it was 
business as usual.  And London, about ten times larger than St. Louis, 
did not experience a dramatically higher mortality without what we call 
“social distancing.”  In England, for the most part, places of 
entertainment, like theaters, remained opened, save for a mandatory 
ventilating and cleaning period every three or four hours. The United 
States was not my focus, so I can’t tell you the reason, but there are 
infinite possibilities.  Perhaps the British were still imbued with 
Victorian manners and washed more while not touching their faces.  It 
was advised they watch their coughs and sneezes, and individual 
responsibility was lauded.  Perhaps the demographic that was usually 
killed by the flu had been killed by the war.  After studying samples of 
the Spanish Flu obtained a couple of decades ago, scientists still don’t 
fully understand the virus.  In some ways our knowledge has not 
advanced beyond their ignorance.  The possibilities are endless, and even 
though we crave answers from major, disastrous events, sometimes we 
must accept the truth of the unknown. 
We are currently experiencing some gross similarities with 1918 
and 1919.  People are experimenting.  Our knowledge of the disease is in 
flux.  Official recommendations wax and wane, and there are debates 
about what to do.  Yes, the internet has changed the dissemination of 
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these ideas, but it hasn’t increased the variety of outpourings.  Charlatans 
are offering quack cures reminiscent of the intravenous mercury 
injections of little more than 100 years ago.  Back then an anti-malarial 
drug was often recommended thought its efficacy was widely questioned. 
And there is a timelessness in the recommendation of the last 100 plus 
years that we should wash our hands and not touch our face.  Despite 
this, we must appreciate the differences.  To write Covid-19 as Spanish 
flu or to write Spanish Flu as Covid-19 would do a disservice to both 
events, and we would never reach the truth that is at the heart of 
historical investigation.  Bask in the uniqueness of circumstances, 
appreciate the diversity of creation, and tell the story of each thing 
without comparisons to preserve its distinctiveness. 
I write all of this with some trepidation.  I don’t want the 
message to be that we shouldn’t social distance.  To get that message 
from history is just as wrongheaded as the opposite.  It’s irresponsible to 
write the present from the perspective of history, because our needs are 
different from theirs.  Our approach may need to be heightened or 
relaxed, and instead of elevating our discipline we run the risk of 
exposing it to unfair and unnecessary criticism.  And our predictions 
have the potential to harm as much as help, because in the end they’re 
simply predictions like the ones everyone else is making. 
There is uncertainty in the beginning of these events.  Not only 
are they unknown to our bodies’ immune systems, they’re unknown in 
all senses of the term, including our knowledge base.  So, when people 
clamor for answers, resist the desire to make direct historical 
connections.  Each event stands on its own, and don’t take that away by 
writing the past onto the present. 
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A WORD FROM THE STUDENT ASSOCIATION PRESIDENT 
By Michael Krupka 
They say you don’t know what you have until you lose it. With 
regard to the Harding experience, I never expected that phrase to 
resonate as greatly in my life as it has recently. As a highly extroverted 
person and a connoisseur of camaraderie, I have cherished the sense of 
belonging that being a Harding student has offered. For the last four 
years, I’ve preached the virtues of Harding’s sense of community. So, I 
had never expected to gain any sort of new appreciation for this blessing 
after it had run its course. Then I left my last class in the Ganus Building 
(my home as a Political Science and Spanish double major)  for Spring 
Break, only to find out that we would not be returning to campus for the 
remainder of my final semester. Now as dates for when things were 
supposed to happen on campus-- club functions, Gradfest, etc. -- have 
passed by, the weight of what I am missing out on has begun to sink in.  
Personally, I was in Utah about to get on a ski lift with some of 
my close friends when I received the news. Immediately, I switched into 
Student Association mode and began calling the other executive officers 
and our faculty advisors. We had far too many irons in the fire for the 
time we already expected to have left in the term; we would need to 
adjust rapidly to achieve our objectives. For a little while, it seemed that 
Spring Break had just gotten extended, and that we would just need to 
work extra diligently upon arriving back on campus. 
However, time went on, and each day seemed to bring with it 
new updates from the government, the news media, and the Harding 
administration. By the end of the lengthened spring break, it was clear 
that this problem was much more serious than most of us had given it 
credit for. Before long, we in the Student Association Council and our 
advisors agreed that these circumstances called for a reassessment of our 
priorities. With the representatives no longer on campus,  it would be far 
more difficult for the twelve  SA committees to continue pursuing their 
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projects and proposals. More importantly, the current circumstances 
rendered many of our projects temporarily moot. For example, the 
Technology Committee’s push to put printers in the lobbies of dorms is 
much less relevant if all attention has been devoted to helping students 
vacate those same dorms. Similarly, getting more recycling bins for on-
campus apartments sounds silly when those apartments are empty. 
I would be lying if I said that this wasn’t disappointing or even 
frustrating. Projects that we had worked passionately on for months had 
to be put on hold just when we had been racing to complete them before 
the transition into a new SA administration. Still, we didn’t have much 
time to grieve these potentially forgotten projects. The worst thing we 
could do was believe that the student body ceased to have needs just 
because our plans had changed. In fact, not only did students still have 
needs, questions, and desires for the SA to facilitate, but they had these 
in a new and unprecedented way. Likewise, the responsibilities of the SA 
did not stop when we left campus. 
 We laid out our new objectives as the following: assisting 
students (as well as the rest of the Harding community) in this transition 
and maintaining the most essential SA functions remotely. The first 
objective required that we focus on current dilemmas. Some examples 
included working with the Office of Student Life to help students move 
out of campus residence halls as well as coordinating with the provost to 
educate the students and faculty about online class etiquette and 
protocols. Many of us had no experience with online classes, and the 
students suggested creating some university-wide ground rules. 
Additionally, we employed virtual means, like social media and email 
pen pals, to maintain the sense of community and connection that are so 
important to our student body’s culture. While these all dealt with current 
issues, the scope of our other objective focused more on the future of the 
Student Association.  
In one of my first socially-distant meetings with Dr. James Huff, 
one of the SA faculty advisors, he emphasized to me that our most 
fundamental responsibility for the time remaining was conducting a fair 
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and accessible election. All the work that we were doing in the present 
was beneficial, but it would all be for naught if we did not ensure the 
next group of Harding student’s representation. This feeling of duty in 
the face of adverse circumstances gave me a new sense of appreciation 
for this upcoming election. I may have had plans for my legacy as SA 
President, but this was about something much larger than myself -- our 
principles of fair representation and peaceful succession. To me, it is 
apparent that one of the most notable accomplishments of my term will 
be successfully passing the torch onto the next SA during the era 
COVID-19. To see this through, we have worked diligently in recent 
weeks to ensure that the election would continue as unhindered as 
possible by our current circumstances. We have held interest meetings 
via Zoom conference, spent hours communicating with all interested 
students, and updated our intent to file forms and candidacy petitions to 
Google Forms so that candidates may run for office from all over the 
world. Fortunately for us, the elections have already taken place on 
Pipeline for the last several years, so we did not need to change the 
election itself. As I write this, our election for the SA Council of 2020-
2021 is underway, and our advisors have informed me that voter turnout 
is excellent considering our situation. I am glad to say that the torch is 
nearly passed, and the Student Association of our great school will 
outlast this pandemic.  
Moving forward, we will continue doing what we can to support 
the students and administration during this challenging season. Until the 
end of our term, we will carry on the types of tasks I already mentioned, 
and we will almost certainly gain some more. Fortunately for us, we live 
in the best time period ever to face a crisis such as this one. The Lord has 
blessed us with advanced medical science, food security unlike any time 
before, and technology that allows us to sustain social and academic 
connections from the safety of our own homes. Another positive is this: 
everyone wants to help. A class of Public Relations students has actually 
dedicated the rest of their semester to helping us keep the student body 
connected via social media, and I have seen other remarkable acts of 
Tenor of Our Times 
244 
kindness and generosity done by people at Harding and in the worldwide 
community in response to this virus. 
Is there still cause to be upset? Of course. People all over the 
world are experiencing the effects of this virus on their health and their 
pocketbooks. Students graduating in 2020 are coming into a job market 
petrified by our attempts to curtail this pandemic. I feel as though I have 
been robbed of many precious good-byes at the end of my Harding 
career. The wedding my fiancé and I have been planning for nearly a 
year may look completely different from everything we had imagined. 
And yet, I am confident that our Lord did not give us a spirit of fear or 
pessimism, but rather one of confidence and joy. The SA’s theme for this 
year is Celebrate. We chose this to remind us of Paul’s call for us to 
rejoice continually, and these circumstances do not grant us permission 
to quit rejoicing. My roommate recently remarked to me that he is so 
glad that his identity is not based on the success of his plans for the year 
2020. Rather, it’s rooted in something much more important, his 
salvation by Jesus Christ and his partnership in the Church. Unlike plans, 
no virus can take away these facets of his being. Of course, we can still 
have hope in this world about the communities here that we love. The 
Student Association will continue to represent the best interest of the 
student body, regardless of where they may be. And eventually, the sun 
will rise on a day when the Harding community is reunited on campus or, 
even better, in Heaven.
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SERVING A STRONG COMMUNITY REMOTELY 
By Emily Nicks 
For some people, the news hit like a punch to the gut. Learning 
that Harding was cancelling on-campus classes and activities until 
further notice was a shock to many when the email arrived in our inboxes 
around the country March 12. That wasn’t the case for me. The shock 
would come later — so would the tears, the emotions, the sadness. 
For the time being, we got to work. 
I had arrived in New York City about seven hours prior to 
hearing the news. Early that morning, I joined the other Harding 
representatives attending the annual College Media Association spring 
conference: April Fatula, Student Publications adviser; senior Emma 
Aly, Petit Jean yearbook editor-in-chief; and senior Hannah Wise, 
Shockwave digital team editor-in-chief. Although we were looking 
forward to a fun weekend in the Big Apple, things changed quickly with 
Harding’s announcement. 
You see, the three of us students there in New York — under the 
direction of our mentor and adviser — had been entrusted to 
communicate fairly, accurately and quickly with our peers and the 
Harding community as leaders of student media outlets. 
Because of that, we worked tirelessly over the next several 
hours.. We wrote, asked for clarity, answered questions. We fielded 
dozens of questions through our social media channels; we even went 
live on Facebook for almost 30 minutes answering questions in real time. 
We were in an Uber on the way to lunch when we received the official 
notice, though I had heard rumors of the possibility a few hours earlier. 
Even in the car and while hurriedly eating a few slices of pizza, we typed 
preliminary story drafts using Google Docs on our phones and came up 
with a social media strategy.
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“This doesn’t feel real,” Wise said quietly as she continued to 
work. Aly and I knew exactly what she meant. 
When our live video ended around 6 that evening, we all felt the 
dust settle for a moment. Finally, we processed what this meant to us as 
individuals, as students, as seniors — not just as student journalists. We 
ate dinner slowly, thoughtfully and quietly joined by our professor, Jack 
Shock. It was a much different scene than the hectic lunch we had rushed 
our way through just a few hours previously. We treated ourselves to 
dessert, made a brief stop to glance at Times Square and returned to the 
hotel. We were leaving in the morning in the wake of everything that had 
happened and a conference on the verge of being shut down. 
The entire day was a storm — a calm beginning interrupted by 
waves tossing us back and forth, just to be followed by a sudden 
stillness. Through it all, we pressed on. Though it had been tempting to 
just shut down and individually process the unprecedented decision made 
that Thursday afternoon, we knew we had to serve a different purpose for 
the benefit of our peers and community, at least for the time being. 
A key part to any successful, tight community is the 
understanding of roles. Many people play many different roles within 
these communities that mean so much to us, and each of us is no 
different. When it is time for you, in whatever role you play, to serve in 
whatever way you are needed, you must do so. You leave behind a void 
when you don’t. For those several hours on March 12, we had to fulfill 
our roles. As The Bison newspaper editor, I have always said that our 
purposes as a publication are to inform our current community and 
record history for the community to come. On March 12, and in the 
weeks to follow, those needs were very present. 
Over the last several weeks, I have felt the strength of 
community greater than ever before, even while uncertain circumstances 
drive many of us away from one another physically. I felt the strength of 
community on March 12 in New York City between the few of us there, 
working together to do what we never would have been able to do alone. 
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I felt the strength of community when I received grace and understanding 
from my peers as they let The Bison readjust to the new normal and 
figure out how we were going to continue our work for the rest of the 
semester. 
And I feel the strength of community now, even in the middle of 
a continuing crisis. I feel it every time a professor asks how we’re doing 
via Zoom. I feel it when I’m able to meet in the mornings with a prayer 
group thanks to the Spirit and technology. I feel it when our readers 
respond to the articles we now publish exclusively online. 
The strength that comes from community is a powerful one. Our 
community looks different now, but the heart remains the same. I’m 
honored to be part of it. 
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MAINTAINING COMMUNITY FROM A SOCIAL SAFE 
DISTANCE 
By Dr. Bruce McLarty 
It all happened so fast! When we left for spring break on March 
6, I had absolutely no idea that we would be contacting everyone on 
March 12, instructing students not to return to campus and informing 
them that we would continue the spring semester online. Even at that 
point, we did not know that we would end up announcing on March 19 
that we would not return to campus for the remainder of the semester. 
This meant that Spring Sing would be postponed for a full year and that 
intercollegiate sports were finished for the semester. “It breaks our 
hearts. This is not what we wanted to do.” Those were the words I used 
to announce in a video the disappointing news. In less than two weeks, 
the second half of the spring semester at Harding University went from 
the momentary pause for spring break to a shocking separation for the 
remainder of the term. “Social distancing” took on a whole new meaning 
for the Harding University Community of Mission.  
So, how does a community continue to be a community when so 
many of the things we depend on to create that community are suddenly 
taken away? Daily chapel, chicken biscuits in the student center, Spring 
Sing practice, dorm life, Ms. Norma in the Caf, senior projects, 
presentations and term papers, and even things we so easily took for 
granted like coffee with a friend or just a simple face-to-face 
conversation – the absence of these things abruptly challenged our sense 
of being part of something together.  
For me, the emotional turmoil of sending everyone home for the 
remainder of the semester reminded me of something I had reflected on 
in my own family. Ann and I have a 20-month-old granddaughter who 
lives in Montana. Ever since her birth, we have had a new tradition in our 
family. At Maggie’s bedtime each night, we Facetime with her. Our 
daughter, Charity, holds the camera so we can see Maggie in her 
pajamas, holding a sippy cup and ready to go to sleep. Then, Ann, who 
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has a beautiful alto voice, sings her version of Brahm’s Lullaby to our 
granddaughter. It is a precious moment, and I am blessed and honored to 
witness it each night.  
On the first Sunday that the College Church streamed their 
virtual service on Facebook and then later that week when I spoke to the 
Harding community on Instagram, I shared how our bedtime tradition 
with Maggie reminded me of being a social distance church or university 
community in the time of COVID-19. I shared that the two key words in 
my heart in both situations were thankfulness and longing. Whether it is 
seeing Maggie on Facetime, experiencing church from Facebook, or 
continuing a semester on Canvas and Zoom, I am so thankful to live in a 
time when distance doesn’t mean that we cannot see each other when we 
are apart. Our semester at Harding continued, students did not lose the 
credit for those first eight weeks of work they had already done, and we 
were able to continue seeing the faces and hearing the voices of our 
classmates. For all of that, we are thankful.  
The second word, though, is longing. Seeing Maggie on 
Facetime or sitting in a Zoom class is a far cry from being with someone 
close enough to reach out and touch them. Ann and I always long to hold 
Maggie at bedtime, not just to see her on the screen of our iPhones. 
Zoom meetings with the Cabinet are a wonderful opportunity to meet 
without sharing our germs, but they leave me longing for the simple 
efficiency of sitting at a table together and having an in-person 
discussion. Social distancing with technology leaves us thankful, but also 
longing.  
On this last point, I have observed a fascinating generational 
difference. Many people who are my age look at this strange semester 
and wonder if it might result in a major decline in the interest of 18-year-
olds to go away to college. After all, now that everyone has experienced 
education online, why would people travel hundreds or thousands of 
miles to live in a dorm, eat in a cafeteria and get dressed to go to classes? 
However, when I mention that concern to the college students I see on 
Zoom as I visit or guest lecture in their classes, I can see in their eyes 
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that they are responding in exactly the opposite way. They long to be 
with their friends and to experience once again the sense of community 
that they tasted in the days before COVID-19. Their experience of the 
social distancing semester of spring 2020 has made them more 
determined than ever before to return. They long to be back at Harding. 
As we are now in the middle of this experience, not knowing if, 
when, or for how long we will be ordered by our governor to “shelter at 
home,” we are all doing the best we can to stay connected while being 
responsible about social distancing. As Keith Cronk, Harding 
University’s CIO, frequently reminds all of us, “Harding University 
continues to be very much open – at a distance!” We don’t know what 
lies ahead, and we are doing the best we can with the information that we 
have at hand today. So, we continue teaching and attending classes, 
balancing budgets, paying employees and helping students progress 
toward graduation. It is a strange time, and there will certainly be new 
challenges to face tomorrow that we have not even imagined today. Yet, 
we are proving that we can continue to build and experience community 
even in these trying circumstances. With both thankfulness and longing, 
we greet each new day and the challenges that it brings for maintaining 
our treasured community from a safe social distance. 
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